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Britain 
 1990–2013 53
 1950–1989 5
 pre-1950 1

Ireland 
 1990–2013 39
 1950–1989 1
 pre-1950 3

Schistidium elegantulum

he natural habitats of Schistidium elegantulum in Britain 
are limestone pavement, cliffs and boulders, and it has 

scattered colonies on the Carboniferous Limestone of 
S Wales, northern England and Ireland. Some of these sites 
are lightly shaded but most are unshaded. A far greater 
number of records come from bridges, walls and masonry, 
including concrete gate-posts, steps, gravestones and 
drainage pipes, decaying lime render, roofs tiled with oolite, 
and dry-stone walls. S. crassipilum is usually alongside, and 
Grimmia pulvinata, Homalothecium sericeum and Tortula 
muralis are common associates. The relatively greater 
number of records from Ireland than Britain seems to be 
genuine, as S. elegantulum has been encountered frequently 
on walls there, especially in southern limestone districts, but 
only seldom by the same recorder during the same period in 
Wales. Altitudinal range: 0–510 m.

Autoicous. Capsules are fairly common, immature November 
to January, mature in spring.

Blom (1996) distinguishes S. elegantulum subsp. elegantulum 
and subsp. wilsonii based on the number of stomata, 
thickness of the costa and smoothness of the hair-point. 
Although some populations clearly belonged to subsp. 
wilsonii and others were clearly subsp. elegantulum, many 
could not be confidently placed and the subspecies 
were abandoned for Hill et al. (2008). Problems were also 
encountered distinguishing S. elegantulum from some very 
hoary S. crassipilum, although Goryunov et al. (2007) show 
their genetic distinctness. Stomata counts have been used 
as a final discriminatory character, and non-fruiting plants 
cannot therefore be named. It is likely that the map therefore 
underplays the distribution of S. elegantulum.

Eurasian Temperate. Frequent in calcareous areas of Europe 
from northern Spain east to the Caucasus and from Italy 
north to south-western Norway, Sweden and Finland. Turkey, 
Iran, Pakistan, Russia, China, Japan; disjunct in Mexico (Blom, 
1996).
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