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Britain 
 1990–2013 129
 1950–1989 77
 pre-1950 24

Ireland 
 1990–2013 10
 1950–1989 5
 pre-1950 4

Grimmia torquata

his species forms olive or grey-green cushions on damp 
rock ledges on often vertical cliffs, on crags and in scree. 

It grows on a range of siliceous rock types, never on 
limestone, but generally slightly base-rich, including basalt, 
gneiss, tuff and Old Red Sandstone. Typically it occurs in 
sheltered places, with north- or east-facing aspects, and 
where the rock is damp or periodically moist, often with 
Amphidium mougeotii, Grimmia funalis, Schistidium strictum 
and Tortella tortuosa. In NW Scotland it also grows on rather 
dry basic coastal cliffs close to sea level and in Ireland it 
occurs in corries and on rocks beside streams. Altitudinal 
range: 80–1000 m.

The map contains many older records suggesting a decline 
in Britain, but this is probably due to low levels of recent 
recording in areas such as N Wales and Cumbria and 
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statistically there is no evidence of a declining trend. New 
localities have been found in S Wales, and numerous new 
records in Ireland since 2000 demonstrate that strong 
regional populations are present there (Lockhart et al., 2012).

Dioicous; capsules are unknown in Britain and Ireland. 
Clusters of multicellular gemmae arising from filaments 
are frequently present on the proximal dorsal surface of the 
nerve of older leaves.

European Boreo-arctic montane. In Europe widespread 
throughout the higher mountains, particularly frequent in 
Scandinavia and the northern latitudes of Russia (where it 
also dominates on soil in tundra communities), but scattered 
further south to Portugal, Spain, S Italy and C Greece. 
Macaronesia (Canary Islands, Madeira). Caucasus, Siberia, 
Russian Far East. N America and Greenland and on high 
volcanoes in Mexico and Hawaii.
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