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Britain 
 1990–2013 415
 1950–1989 253
 pre-1950 65

Ireland 
 1990–2013 57
 1950–1989 44
 pre-1950 5
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woods and on heaths, especially on acid clay. Altitudinal 
range: 0–490 m.

There has been an upward trend in records in the past two 
decades, partly due to increased interest in the flora of 
reservoir margins, but also to systematic recording in regions 
such as S Wales.

Monoicous; capsules are occasional to frequent, but often 
overlooked, mature from spring to autumn. Vegetative 
reproduction is by perennating stolon-like stems from which 
new shoots arise, and by filiform rhizoidal tubers, which are 
possibly induced by drought stress (Arts, 1990).

European Southern-temperate. W, C and S Europe, north 
to Iceland, the Faeroes and C Norway, east to NW Russia, 
Crete and the Aegean islands. Macaronesia, N Africa, Turkey. 
Russian Far East. South-eastern USA, California, Mexico.

M.O. Hill, rev. T.L. Blockeel

plant of moist non-calcareous open habitats, most often 
where the ground is kept bare by intermittent 

submergence, but sometimes also where disturbed by 
vehicles, trampling or sea spray. It is locally abundant by 
lakes and reservoirs in the north and west, either in nearly 
pure stands, which may be extensive, or with associates 
such as Fossombronia spp., Scapania irrigua, Solenostoma 
gracillimum, Bryum pallens, Ephemerum serratum and Pohlia 
spp. It also grows on moist ground in quarries, in roadside 
ditches, and on damp tracks. In coastal habitats it occurs 
in spray-washed grassland and seasonally wet hollows 
on cliff tops, on thin soil fringing rock outcrops, and in 
upper saltmarsh turf; associates in these habitats include 
Cephaloziella spp., Bryum dichotomum, Tortella flavovirens, 
Tortula spp. and Trichostomum brachydontium. In southern 
England it is chiefly a plant of rides and damp tracks in 




