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Britain 
 1990–2013 495
 1950–1989 195
 pre-1950 27

Ireland 
 1990–2013 149
 1950–1989 91
 pre-1950 6

Campylopus atrovirens

his is a conspicuous species of upland moors and acid 
mountain rocks. It is often plentiful on wet crags, ledges 

and sloping rock slabs where there is regular (though not 
necessarily constant) dripping or flushing of water or spray 
from waterfalls, and on streamside rocks where there is 
periodic inundation. Though often in exposed sites it also 
occurs in light shade in ravines and stream gullies. Anthelia 
julacea and Marsupella emarginata are common associates. 
On raised and blanket bog it occurs on wet peat and in 
shallow pools and channels. Another wetland habitat is in 
springheads and flushes, not only where the water is base-
poor with Sphagnum spp., but also on hummocks in base-
rich flushes with species such as Bryum pseudotriquetrum, 
Sarmentypnum sarmentosum and Scorpidium scorpioides. 
Altitudinal range: 0–940 m.

Campylopus atrovirens is a distinctive and well-recorded 
species and there has been little change in its overall 
distribution since the 1991–1994 Atlas, and any decline is 
limited to the edge of its range, e.g. in Cornwall.

Dioicous; capsules are unknown in Britain and Ireland. 
Vegetative propagation is by deciduous shoot tips and 
fragile leaf apices.

Plants with falcate leaves are recognised as var. falcatus, but 
are not mapped separately here. They tend to occur in very 
wet districts, but otherwise occupy similar habitats to var. 
atrovirens.

Hyperoceanic Temperate. W Europe and the Alps, from 
N Spain and the Pyrenees north to the Faeroes and 
W Norway. Azores. Turkey, Caucasus, Himalaya, E Asia, 
Japan. North-western N America, Newfoundland and 
North Carolina.

M.F.V. Corley, rev. T.L. Blockeel
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