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Britain 
 1990–2013 1956
 1950–1989 254
 pre-1950 0

Ireland 
 1990–2013 464
 1950–1989 137
 pre-1950 0

Campylopus introflexus

common colonist of bare peat on heath and moorland 
following burning, peat cutting, ploughing or digging 

of drainage ditches. It may occur in great abundance, 
sometimes in extensive pure sheets, but is much less 
common in undisturbed bogs and closed vegetation. 
Another widespread habitat is sandy or gritty ground and 
acid humus at the edge of forestry tracks, in open woodland, 
on bare places in heathland, on railway ballast and mine 
spoil, and on dunes. It also grows on thin soil over acid rocks, 
including wall tops and roof tiles, and on organic substrates 
such as decaying logs and stumps, old fence-posts and 
railings, old thatch, and occasionally the trunks of living 
trees. Altitudinal range: 0–800 m.

An introduced species, first recorded from Washington, 
Sussex in 1941 and Howth, Co. Dublin, in 1942. Richards & 
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Smith (1975) give details of its spread in Britain and Ireland 
up to 1973. It is now found everywhere, except on the higher 
mountains. There has been a continuing upward trend in 
records, and the current map contrasts strikingly with the 
patchy distribution in the 1991–1994 Atlas. Its presence 
throughout southern England reflects its ability to locate 
tiny areas of acidic habitat in predominantly calcareous 
landscapes. Its abundance in more acidic areas is such that it 
is thought to inhibit the re-generation of heathland after fire, 
and may outcompete rare species of damp heathland and 
rocky flats, such as Campylopus brevipilus, at least following 
disturbance.

Dioicous; capsules are frequent to common, especially in 
wetter districts, often in great quantity, mature from late 
spring to autumn. Vegetative propagation by deciduous 
leaves or shoot tips.

Suboceanic Temperate. Introduced in NW Europe and now 
known from Portugal, Spain and Italy north to Iceland and 
southern Scandinavia, east to the Baltic States, Slovakia and 
Hungary. Turkey. Also introduced in western N America. Its 
native range is in the temperate Southern Hemisphere: 
southern Africa, S America, Australia, New Zealand, and 
islands of the Southern Ocean.
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