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Britain 
 1990–2013 835
 1950–1989 446
 pre-1950 69

Ireland 
 1990–2013 173
 1950–1989 130
 pre-1950 7

Leucobryum glaucum

species with a broad ecological range, but largely 
confined to acid humus and peat. The main habitats 

include acid woodland, damp and wet heathland, moorland, 
and various types of mire from lowland valley bogs and fens 
to upland blanket bog, where its hummocks are colonised by 
other bryophytes such as Kurzia pauciflora, Odontoschisma 
sphagni and Polytrichum strictum. In woodland it grows on 
the ground and over old logs and stumps, sometimes also on 
boulders and the lower parts of tree trunks. Although patchy 
in its occurrence, it may be locally plentiful and an important 
structural component of the ground vegetation, forming 
large hummocks. Bates (1989) described cushions up to 2 m 
in diameter in a Berkshire woodland, which were thought to 
be about 70 years old. It does not grow directly on base-rich 
outcrops, but is very occasionally found in grass-heath on 
acid soil overlying limestone. Altitudinal range: 5–900 m.
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Leucobryum is susceptible to acid deposition and it declined 
or disappeared in some regions when levels of SO2 pollution 
were high. It appears to have limited ability for long-distance 
dispersal and is slow to recolonise lost habitats.

Dioicous, with males epiphytic on females; capsules are 
rare, probably in part due to scarcity of males (Blackstock, 
1987). They have been reported from scattered localities, 
mostly in the south, and are mature in winter. Vegetative 
regeneration via leaf and shoot fragments provides a locally 
effective means of dispersal, supplemented occasionally 
by the formation of unattached moss balls. Gemmae are 
produced on the protonema in culture (Duckett & Matcham, 
unpublished).

Leucobryum glaucum can be difficult to separate from 
L. juniperoideum and it is not always recorded critically. 
Many records from woodland may refer to the latter species 
and the map probably overstates the relative abundance of 
L. glaucum.

European Temperate. In Europe north to C Scandinavia and 
S Finland, east to European Russia and Caucasus, rare and 
montane in the south. Azores, Madeira. Turkey. E Asia, Japan. 
Eastern N America.
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