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Britain 
 1990–2013 16
 1950–1989 0
 pre-1950 0

Ireland 
 1990–2013 3
 1950–1989 0
 pre-1950 0

Scopelophila cataractae

his species, well known as a ‘copper moss’, is tolerant 
of heavy-metal contamination and is known from a 

number of old mine sites in the milder regions of Britain 
and Ireland. In Cornwall and Ireland it is characteristic of 
old copper mines, growing on old waste heaps, around 
mine buildings and shafts, and on the outwash of streams 
flowing through toxic areas, typically on clayey and silty 
soils and often associated with Cephaloziella massalongi and 
C. nicholsonii. Most of its other occurrences are associated 
with old lead and zinc mines, and the Glamorgan site is on 
spoil tips from former zinc smelting works. On lead mines 
associates may include Cephaloziella stellulifera, Pohlia 
annotina, P. nutans and Weissia controversa. Although some 
populations consist of small scattered shoots, others, as at 
the Laxey Mine on the Isle of Man, consist of deep, dense 
turfs. Altitudinal range: 20–290 m.

It was first found in Swansea, Glamorgan in 1967 but was not 
identified until 1982 (Corley & Perry, 1985). The increase in 
records since then is due to greater awareness and interest 
in heavy-metal sites. Its substrate is no longer being actively 
created and it is at risk from vegetational succession. Most of 
the Glamorgan population has been lost to reclamation and 
construction, leaving two very small colonies (Bosanquet, 
2007). It has never been found in truly natural habitats in 
Europe, where it is genetically uniform (Shaw, 1995), and it is 
likely to have been introduced, perhaps with imported ore.

Dioicous; only male plants have been found in Britain (and 
Europe). Rhizoidal tubers have been noted in specimens 
from N Wales and continental Europe; protonemal gemmae 
are produced copiously in culture, and have been observed 
in nature in Europe (Arts, 1988).

Circumpolar Southern-temperate. In Europe it is known from 
Spain, France, Holland, Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany 
and Italy. Widely distributed in tropical and E Asia north to 
Japan and Korea. N America north to Massachusetts. C and 
S America and tropical Africa. Male and female plants occur 
in America, but as separate populations; capsules are known 
in Asia.
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