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Britain 
 1990–2013 54
 1950–1989 29
 pre-1950 12

Ireland 
 1990–2013 1
 1950–1989 0
 pre-1950 0

Phascum cuspidatum var. piliferum

n ephemeral of open or disturbed, usually basic, soil over 
a range of rock types, and often in drier habitats than 

var. cuspidatum. It is most frequent on the coast, being 
found on thin soil on rocky cli� slopes and outcrops, tracks 
and banks, bare soil in turf and in the upper saltmarsh zone, 
stabilised sandy ground and dune slacks, and soil at the 
foot of sea walls. It is sometimes associated with Tortella 
�avovirens. Inland, it is recorded from dry banks, chalk 
and limestone grassland, and outcrops of igneous rock. 
Altitudinal range: 0�190 m.

Autoicous; capsules are abundant, usually mature in winter 
and spring.

Distinctive in its typical form because of its hyaline hair-
point, and possibly meriting speci�c status (Duckett et al., 
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2006). Forms with the nerve excurrent as a greenish hair are a 
cause of confusion and may belong to var. cuspidatum. There 
is likely to be some inconsistency in recording.

European Southern-temperate. Widespread in Europe 
north to S Scandinavia, becoming increasingly frequent 
towards the south. N Africa, Turkey and Near East. N America. 
Its wider distribution is unclear because it is not always 
recognised as distinct.
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