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Britain 
 1990–2013 1204
 1950–1989 313
 pre-1950 38

Ireland 
 1990–2013 140
 1950–1989 51
 pre-1950 10

Syntrichia ruralis var. ruralis

his species occurs in a wide variety of habitats, usually on 
base-rich substrates. In the lowlands it is very frequent in 

ruderal habitats, especially on old tarmac, pavements and 
gravelly gateways, roadsides and drives, and churchyards. 
It is associated with numerous other weedy bryophytes, 
including Barbula unguiculata, Bryum capillare, Didymodon 
insulanus, D. nicholsonii, Grimmia pulvinata and Schistidium 
crassipilum. In drier regions it is common on tiles on rooftops, 
sometimes on concrete and asbestos, and at one time was 
common on old thatch, though suitable thatch is now rare. 
It occurs in several natural and semi-natural habitats; in 
limestone districts it grows on rock outcrops, crags and 
walls, though less commonly than Syntrichia montana; other 
habitats include stony, chalky and sandy ground and coastal 
sand dunes, where it may be mixed with var. ruraliformis. 
In some eastern counties it is occasional as an epiphyte on 

well-illuminated trees. Although sometimes in light shade, 
it is more common in open, sunny places, and is tolerant of 
prolonged periods of drought. It is rare in regions with heavy 
rainfall. Altitudinal range: 0–750 m.

The records have shown an upward trend since 1990, largely 
from increased recording in ruderal habitats.

Dioicous; capsules are infrequent, mature in spring and 
early summer. Reports of rhizoidal tubers in southern Africa 
require confirmation.

All records of S. ruralis s.l. as well as var. ruralis are mapped 
here. S. ruralis is extremely variable. Many populations are 
of forms often recognised on the Continent as a distinct 
species, S. calcicola J.J. Amann, but this does not appear to 
be a well-defined taxon in Britain and Ireland, and all manner 
of intermediates occur. Smaller forms in ruderal habitats are 
sometimes confused with S. montana and S. virescens, and 
there are probably some recording errors.

Circumpolar Wide-temperate. Almost throughout Europe, 
including Iceland and Svalbard, and common in the 
Mediterranean region. Macaronesia, N Africa. SW Asia. In 
a broad sense, S. ruralis is widespread across the Northern 
Hemisphere, south to Ethiopia, NW Himalaya and Mexico. 
Southern S America. Southern Africa.
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