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beautiful and distinctive moss of rich to intermediate
fens, usually with cool, mineral-rich spring or seepage
water percolating up but not inundating the bryophyte
layer. At its Irish locality, the largest population occurs
beside a pool system in a very wet and quaking moss lawn
dominated by Aulacomnium palustre, Sphagnum contortum
and Tomentypnum nitens, along with some Molinia caerulea,
Schoenus nigricans, Vaccinium oxycoccos and stunted Betula
pubescens; pH ranges from 6.50 to 7.67 and the pools are
heavily iron-stained (Lockhart, 1999). Specimens from
Terrington North Carr (Yorkshire), a site described as a small
swampy hayfield, include abundant Tomentypnum nitens,
with Calliergonella cuspidata and Plagiomnium elatum.

Associates at the other British localities are unknown. Two
of its three localities in Britain were shared with Helodium
blandowii but the two apparently did not occur intermixed.
Altitudinal range: 70–75 m.
Paludella was a common mire moss in northern Britain
after the last Ice Age, forming extensive peat in some sites
(Dickson, 1973). During the last 5000 years its habitats
gradually declined and were eventually destroyed, and it was
latterly restricted to three sites: Knutsford Moor (found only
in 1832), Terrington North Carr (drained 1861, a few plants
remaining till 1868), and Skipwith Common (found only in
1916). The Irish site was unexpectedly discovered in Co. Mayo
in 1998 (Lockhart, 1999).
Dioicous; capsules were found only once, at Terrington in
1854 (specimen in BM).
Circumpolar Boreo-arctic montane. In Europe it occurs
mainly in the Arctic and northern boreal zones, with
scattered sites south to the Alps and Carpathians. It is
considered a glacial relict in C Europe, where it is extinct or
threatened in many countries. Asia, south to Kazakhstan,
Mongolia and Japan. N America, south to the northern USA
and Greenland.
F.J. Rumsey, rev. N.G. Hodgetts
Near Crossmolina, West Mayo, 2003. David Holyoak
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