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his is a moss of ledges of calcareous crags high in the
hills. Almost all of its recorded localities are on either the
calcareous mica-schist and metamorphosed limestones of
the Breadalbane mountains or on the calcareous hornblende
schists of the Caenlochan Glen area. It usually grows on
damp, sheltered ledges on broken crags but may also
occur in the overhanging clumps of bryophytes which
often occur at the top edge of boulders and on low crags.
It is generally found in a bryophyte turf with a diverse
assortment of other species including Saxifraga oppositifolia,
Silene acaulis, Selaginella selaginoides, Metzgeria pubescens,
Bartramia pomiformis, Bryoerythrophyllum ferruginascens,

Distichium capillaceum, Grimmia funalis, Orthothecium
intricatum, Plagiobryum zieri and less common species such
as Amphidium lapponicum, Distichium inclinatum, Encalypta
alpina, E. ciliata, Mnium thomsonii, Myurella julacea and,
occasionally, Scapania cuspiduligera, Hypnum bambergeri,
Mnium spinosum, Myurella tenerrima and Pseudoleskeella
rupestris. Altitudinal range: 810–1000 m.
Dioicous, with male and female plants growing intermixed;
Smith (2004) states that capsules are frequent, but this
assessment is almost certainly derived from herbarium
specimens which were collected because they were fertile.
Field experience suggests that capsules are actually not very
common, mature in summer.
It is easily overlooked without capsules but is undoubtedly
rare. The 1991–1994 Atlas suggested it was possibly
commoner in the C Highlands than the map indicated, but
subsequent recording has added very few new records.
Circumpolar Arctic-montane. N and C Europe from Iceland,
Svalbard and NW Russia southwards to the Alps and
Macedonia (old Pyrenean records may be erroneous).
Caucasus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Himalaya, scattered in C and
E Asia, China. N America (south to Colorado) and Greenland.
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