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Britain 
 1990–2013 676
 1950–1989 382
 pre-1950 72

Ireland 
 1990–2013 133
 1950–1989 44
 pre-1950 8

Palustriella commutata

characteristic moss of calcareous springs, flushes, 
seepages and wet cliffs. Although it is locally common 

in districts where limestones or other calcium-rich rocks 
outcrop, it is not restricted to highly calcareous sites, also 
occurring where the water is only moderately base-rich, 
as on Carboniferous grit-shale rocks in the Pennines. It 
is often in almost pure masses, which may be encrusted 
with calcium carbonate, forming tufa or covering the rock 
or soil surface around and below the issue of water. In the 
uplands it occurs on wet crags, on ravine slopes, on wet rock 
ledges, in gullies and in springheads and flushes, though 
it is generally less common in flushes than Palustriella 
falcata. In the lowlands it occurs most often in seepages on 
woodland banks, on stones and clay banks by small streams, 
in calcareous fens, on the sides of old railway cuttings, on 
sea cliffs, and occasionally even around artificial fountains. 

It is tolerant of light to moderate shade. Typical associates 
are Pellia endiviifolia, Bryum pseudotriquetrum, Cratoneuron 
filicinum, Eucladium verticillatum, Fissidens adianthoides, 
Gymnostomum aeruginosum, Hymenostylium recurvirostrum 
and Philonotis calcarea. Altitudinal range: 0–1050 m.

Dioicous; capsules are occasional, mature in summer.

Some forms are difficult to separate from P. falcata, although 
in their typical forms the two species are quite distinct. It 
is possible that some colonies recorded as P. commutata 
actually belong to P. falcata.

Eurosiberian Boreo-temperate. Almost throughout Europe, 
north to Iceland, N Fennoscandia and N Russia, south to 
the Mediterranean region and Caucasus. Madeira, N Africa. 
Turkey, Cyprus and the Near East. Reported across much of 
north and temperate Asia, but not always distinguished from 
P. falcata. Not in N America.

M.C.F. Proctor, rev. T.L. Blockeel
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