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Britain 
 1990–2013 851
 1950–1989 498
 pre-1950 108

Ireland 
 1990–2013 197
 1950–1989 116
 pre-1950 3

Campylium stellatum

t is found on wet, open base-rich ground in a range of 
habitats, characteristically in the uplands in springs, flushes 

and soaks, in flushed grassland, and on dripping calcareous 
rocks. Where it occurs on otherwise acid moorland it is a sure 
sign of basic seepage, typically growing with small sedges 
such as Carex demissa, C. flacca and C. panicea and with 
other bryophytes of basic conditions such as Aneura pinguis, 
Calliergonella cuspidata, Palustriella falcata, Sarmentypnum 
sarmentosum, Scorpidium cossonii and S. revolvens, and 
occasionally with the more base-tolerant Sphagna such as 
Sphagnum contortum. At lower altitudes it also occurs in fens, 
wet base-rich grassland, in open damp areas on heathland 
influenced by underlying basic rocks (as on the Lizard 
Peninsula in Cornwall), in flushes on coastal slopes and in 
dune slacks. Altitudinal range: 0–940 m.

It has declined in the lowlands from the destruction of 
fens and wetlands, although some of the older records 
undoubtedly refer to Campylium protensum.

Dioicous; capsules are rare, mature in early summer.

Not all recorders have distinguished clearly between 
C. stellatum and C. protensum, and this particularly affects 
older records. As a result C. stellatum is over-represented on 
the map, especially in parts of C and S England, where it is 
the less frequent of the two species. A further complication 
is that some populations are difficult to identify, especially 
in flushes and fens, and can sometimes appear to be 
transformed over time from one to the other species.

Circumpolar Boreo-temperate. Widespread in Europe 
from the Arctic (including Iceland and Svalbard) south 
to the mountains of S Europe, but rare or absent in the 
Mediterranean region. Turkey. Circumboreal, extending 
south to C America and Colombia. C Africa (Kenya, Uganda). 
In the temperate Southern Hemisphere in Australia and 
New Zealand.

M.O. Hill, rev. T.L. Blockeel
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