
444  Atlas of British & Irish Bryophytes (2)

Britain 
 1990–2013 102
 1950–1989 92
 pre-1950 54

Ireland 
 1990–2013 31
 1950–1989 12
 pre-1950 8

Drepanocladus polygamus

ypically growing in unshaded, moist grassland and 
marshy turf where the ground-water is either calcareous 

or salty. In western and northern districts it is largely coastal, 
occurring in dune slacks, spray-washed grassland and 
flushes on sea cliffs, invariably with Calliergonella cuspidata. 
In Scotland, where it may be one of the most abundant 
pleurocarpous mosses in saltmarshes, it is found down to 
levels flooded by a hundred tides a year; however, it is rare 
in English saltmarshes (Adam, 1976). Inland, it is recorded 
from fens, basic flushes, gravel pits and moist pastures. 
Remarkably it has been recorded a few times in arable and 
set-aside fields, presumably as a casual. Almost exclusively 
a lowland plant, its reported occurrence on damp ground 
among serpentine rocks at 850 m near Meikle Kilrannoch, 
Angus, is exceptional. Altitudinal range: 0–850 m.

Records show an increasing trend since 1990, due largely 
to active recording in Ireland and S Wales, resulting in the 
discovery of many new sites.

Autoicous or synoicous; capsules are frequent, mature in 
early summer. Its occurrence on arable land indicates that is 
an efficient colonist, and its apparent rarity in inland sites is 
therefore puzzling.

As a species lacking distinctive field characters and 
resembling Campylium stellatum, it may sometimes be 
overlooked, especially when growing inland.

Circumpolar Boreo-temperate. In Europe widespread 
from Iceland, Svalbard and Arctic Russia south to the 
Mediterranean region, where it is rare. N Africa (Morocco). 
Turkey. An exceptionally widespread species, found almost 
throughout the boreal and temperate zones of the Northern 
Hemisphere and extending north to the Arctic. Papua New 
Guinea. West Indies. Northern and central Andes. E Africa. 
Widespread in cool regions of the Southern Hemisphere, 
including Antarctica.

M.O. Hill, rev. T.L. Blockeel
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