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 1990–2013 0
 1950–1989 0
 pre-1950 0

Rhynchostegium rotundifolium

n the Cotswolds, this moss occurs on stones of Oolitic 
Limestone embedded in the bank of a sunken lane, and 

formerly (but within recent times) at the same site on the 
base of a field maple and on damp stonework at the foot of a 
limestone wall. Its most frequent associate is Rhynchostegium 
confertum, but Anomodon viticulosus, Homalothecium 
sericeum, Neckera complanata, Oxyrrhynchium hians, 
Rhynchostegiella tenella and Thamnobryum alopecurum 
have also been recorded with it in recent surveys, mostly 
growing as scattered shoots. In Sussex it occurs by a track 
through cultivated farmland, growing on bark at the bases 

of old coppiced ash trees in a hedgebank, with Anomodon 
viticulosus, Rhynchostegiella litorea, Rhynchostegium 
confertum, Syntrichia virescens and Zygodon viridissimus. 
Altitudinal range: 50–230 m.

It occurs in small quantity at both its known sites, which have 
been closely monitored in recent years (Callaghan, 2005, 
2010). At the Cotswold site some patches have been lost, but 
there has been an increase in the population growing on 
embedded stones. However the extent of the population at 
both sites is limited by the availability of suitable substrate. 
It is possible that the species still occurs undetected at other 
sites, including its vaguely localised old station near Wells, 
which was found in 1887 by C.H. Binstead.

Autoicous; capsules are frequent, mature in winter.

European Temperate. Scattered in C and S Europe, from 
France, the Netherlands and N Italy east to the southern 
Ural mountains. Turkey, Caucasus, Georgia, Azerbaijan, 
Iran, Russian Far East, Japan. Many localities in C Europe 
are in secondary habitats, such as old walls and the 
neighbourhood of old castles, but it also occurs widely in 
natural habitats, such as scrub and woodland in Germany 
(Meinunger & Schröder, 2007).
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Near Bisley, East Gloucestershire, 2006. David Holyoak




