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Britain 
 1990–2013 852
 1950–1989 329
 pre-1950 51

Ireland 
 1990–2013 129
 1950–1989 23
 pre-1950 10

Oxyrrhynchium pumilum

he prostrate stems or low mats of this species 
characteristically grow on heavily shaded basic substrates 

where competition from other bryophytes is low and 
litter does not accumulate. Its habitats include woodland 
and laneside banks, hedges, stream banks and gullies, 
ditch sides, soil on the walls of chalk pits and silt-covered 
brickwork by water. In eastern England it is often found on 
the banks which mark the boundaries of ancient woods, 
which are shaded by trees but blown free of leaves. It favours 
friable or compacted soil derived from alluvium, chalk, 
limestone or calcareous boulder clay, from which it spreads 
onto tree bases, exposed tree roots and stones. Common 
associates include Fissidens taxifolius, Kindbergia praelonga 
and Oxyrrhynchium hians, and on slightly acid substrates 
Calypogeia arguta. Towards the north and west it grows on 
damp limestone and basic sandstone in low-lying ravines 

and sea caves, and in some upland areas it is found on ledges 
and in recesses of moist cliffs and stream gullies. Colonies 
are sometimes extensive, but the species is often present 
in small quantity, especially in northern and upland areas. 
Altitudinal range: 0–380 m.

Dioicous; capsules are infrequent, maturing from November 
to March.

It is easily overlooked when present in small quantity or 
hidden in recesses, and may be under-recorded in the 
northern parts of its range. The striking increase in records 
in some districts since the 1991–1994 Atlas, for example in 
S Ireland, S Wales, Derbyshire and parts of East Anglia, is 
simply due to recent recording in these previously 
neglected areas.

Submediterranean-Subatlantic. S, W and C Europe north to 
Scotland and SW Norway. Macaronesia, N Africa, SW Asia. 
Introduced to Australia.

C.D. Preston, rev. T.L. Blockeel
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