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Britain 
 1990–2013 5
 1950–1989 1
 pre-1950 1

Ireland 
 1990–2013 1
 1950–1989 0
 pre-1950 0

Eurhynchiastrum pulchellum

highly disjunct species in Britain and Ireland, found in dry 
basic habitats in areas notable for their rich flora. In Skye 

and NE Ireland it is confined to exposed, dry basalt, growing 
on rock faces and in crevices, decomposed rock and mossy 
cliff ledges, with Anoectangium aestivum, Anomobryum 
concinnatum, Bryoerythrophyllum ferruginascens, 
Dichodontium pellucidum, Didymodon icmadophilus (Skye), 
Encalypta spp., Myurella julacea, Tortula subulata and 
Trichostomum brachydontium. It was unexpectedly found 
in 2002 on a soil hummock on the Dalradian schist of Ben 
Vrackie in Perthshire, but has not been relocated there since. 
In 2005 it was seen on bare soil on a ledge of a calcareous 

schist crag in Caenlochan Glen, Angus. In the 19th century it 
was recorded from sandstone rocks at Vayne, also in Angus. 
In the Suffolk Breckland, it was discovered in 1950 in open 
vegetation on calcareous soil in an area from which turf 
had been removed during the 1939–45 War. By 1980 natural 
recolonisation and a reduction in grazing had resulted in a 
longer turf in which Eurhynchiastrum pulchellum was reduced 
to a single small patch; in 1990 it could not be refound. 
Altitudinal range: 20–800 m.

Dioicous, with small budlike males; capsules have not been 
observed in Britain or Ireland.

It is rare in the Atlantic zone of Europe and, like Entodon 
concinnus, Rhytidium rugosum and Abietinella abietina, 
has probably been much reduced since the Late Glacial. 
Elsewhere it commonly grows on rotten tree stumps and 
humic soil in woodland. Hill (1993) concluded that material 
from all British and Irish localities was referable to var. 
diversifolium.

Circumpolar Boreo-arctic montane. Widespread in Europe 
north to Iceland and Svalbard, south to the mountains of 
the Mediterranean region. N Africa (Algeria). Turkey. N, C and 
E Asia south to Afghanistan and Mongolia, Japan. N and 
C America and the Caribbean. Also in S America (N Andes).
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