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Britain 
 1990–2013 4
 1950–1989 1
 pre-1950 1

Ireland 
 1990–2013 4
 1950–1989 13
 pre-1950 0

Sematophyllum demissum

species of lightly shaded, humid habitats in low-lying 
natural or semi-natural mixed deciduous woodland 

(mainly oak, elm, ash or birch). Most often it occurs on flat 
or gently sloping terrain, growing on acid or mildly basic 
slabs and bedded blocks facing south-east to west and 
with a sparse bryophyte cover, often where water seeps 
intermittently. Common associates include Harpanthus 
scutatus, Marsupella emarginata, Scapania umbrosa, 
Tritomaria exsecta, Heterocladium heteropterum and Sciuro-
hypnum plumosum. More rarely it occurs on sloping flushed 
blocks in small rivulets and streams on wooded slopes, and 
two colonies in N Wales are regularly splashed by adjacent 
rocky cascades. Altitudinal range: 50–245 m.

There are some strong populations in SW Ireland, and 
although the records appear to show a declining trend, 
Sematophyllum demissum was not the subject of targeted 
searches during surveys for the Irish Red Data Book and 
there is little evidence of serious decline there (Lockhart 
et al., 2012). One of the Welsh colonies is large, with many 
tens of patches, and another is medium-sized, occurring 
on at least 10 rocks, but the remainder hold just one or two 
patches each. One patch is known to have been lost under 
a rampant growth of robust pleurocarpous mosses, and 
another was depleted by thoughtless collecting. S. demissum 
is also threatened by excessive shade from the spread 
of Rhododendron ponticum and dense growth of Rubus 
fruticosus in some woods.

Autoicous; capsules are common, mature in autumn.

Oceanic Temperate. In Europe from N Spain and N Italy 
to Norway, Belgium and SW Germany; also reported from 
Serbia. Turkey. Eastern N America. Reported from N Africa, 
but this has proved to be an error for S. substrumulosum. 
For a map of its European distribution see Schumacker 
& de Zuttere (1982), though this excludes the Norwegian 
record. For a species that is very local and extremely western 
in Britain and Ireland it has a surprisingly widespread 
distribution in west-central Europe.
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