Dicranales

Campylopus flexuosus
Rusty Swan-neck Moss
Key 129. 136, 148
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Identification A very variable species, usually forming dark green tufts or patches, the stems often
matted with red-brown rhizoids, with the shoots varying in height, sometimes up to
8 cm tall, but normally much less. The leaves are 2–7 mm long, straight and erect,
but in some forms can be curved and pointing in one direction when moist. When
dry, the upper leaves in particular become distinctly wavy. The leaf narrows only very
gradually near the base and then tapers to a long tip composed largely of nerve; the
nerve can occupy up to 60% of the width of the leaf near the base, but is usually
narrower than this. The cells at the basal corners are normally distinct and red-brown.
Clusters of short-leaved deciduous branchlets are sometimes found at the tip of the
shoots. Capsules are occasional, but can be abundant on some stands, and have a
strongly curved seta.

Similar species Can be hard to distinguish from C. pyriformis (p. 394), but usually the dark green,
uneven patches, stems matted with rhizoids and leaves with a large, distinct patch of
cells in the basal corners can be readily identified. Some robust forms have curved
leaves that point in one direction. These look rather different and may be difficult to
identify. Often grows near C. atrovirens (p. 398), but that species is larger and has
colourless hair points.

Habitat Grows in a variety of acidic habitats, and is equally at home in shaded or exposed
sites. Typical sites include open peat, rotting stumps and logs, peaty ledges on wet
rocks, wet acidic crags in the mountains, and in ravines, on boulders in scree and
occasionally on trees.
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