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MeetingReport

BBS Summer 
Meeting 2012
24 June–7 July 2012

The BBS had previously met only twice in 
Northern Ireland, in Belfast (1928) and 
Fermanagh (2005).  In the 1950s Bob 

and Jean Fitzgerald were active in Co. Tyrone and 
in the north-east.  This activity ceased before the 
start of the BBS atlas scheme, so that common 
species such as Tortula muralis were woefully 
under-recorded.  There was a particularly glaring 
‘white hole’, with no bryophytes recorded at 
all, covering the area north of Lough Neagh 
and spanning Counties Antrim (H39) and 
Londonderry (H40).  Another under-recorded 
area lay further west, in the Irish Republic 
between northern Mayo (H26 & H27) and 
southern Sligo (H28).  To plug these gaps we 
visited Counties Antrim, Londonderry, Mayo 
and Sligo, staying first at Macosquin near 
Coleraine and then in Ballina on the Mayo-Sligo 
border.

David Bell, Des Callaghan, Jo Denyer, Mark 
Hill, Liz Kungu and Rory Hodd stayed for both 
weeks.  Sam Bosanquet, David Chamberlain and 
Niklas Lönnell stayed for the first week, joined 
on some days by Jeff and Joyce Bates and by local 
botanists Yvonne McElarney, Tim McIlveen and 
Richard Weyl.  Joan Bingley, Tom Blockeel, Con 
Breen, Agneta Burton, Tom Edwards, David 
Long, Sara McBride, Sean O’Leary and Sharon 
Pilkington stayed for the second week, joined 
on some days by Aoife Delaney, Fiona Devaney, 
Maurice Eakin, Neil Lockhart and George 
Smith.

WEEK 1: 24-30 JUNE 2012

SUNDAY 24 JUNE
The group that was due to visit Garry Bog near 
Ballymoney (H39) had their way cut off by 
floods, so they switched to an unplanted strip 
between two patches of forestry, where they 
found Cladopodiella fluitans, Sphagnum fuscum, 
S. molle and S. pulchrum.  A remarkable sight 
in the forestry was copiously fruiting Metzgeria 
violacea, whose setae were just beginning to 
elongate.  The bryologists stopped for lunch at 
Conogher, observing Bryum pallescens on a farm 
wall.  A passing rat disturbed the dignity of their 
repast.

Des, Jo and Niklas met up with Richard to 
record in Rea’s Wood, a small wet woodland 
on the eastern shore of Lough Neagh.  It 

wBryologists on cliff path 
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was too fresh to be productive, but a short 
stretch of unquarried basalt held Anomobryum 
concinnatum, Brachythecium glareosum, Tortula 
subulata and plentiful Schistidium pruinosum, 
previously recorded in Ireland from just four sites 
in the Antrim hills.  The group then went up the 
Curly River at Gallows Knowe, where a base-
rich ravine and nearby pasture supported more 
than 100 species including Grimmia hartmanii, 
Porella cordaeana and Rhynchostegiella teneriffae.

MONDAY 25 JUNE
Altmover Glen ASSI (H40) was slightly 
disappointing, though it produced copiously 
fruiting Zygodon conoideus and more fruiting 
Metzgeria violacea.  Nearby Bovevagh Old 
Church was not bryologically rich, but Niklas 
found Riccia subbifurca by the lane leading up 
to it.  In the afternoon, he found Tetraplodon 

was reasonably diverse, with Rhizomnium 
pseudopunctatum.  The bryologists then stopped 
to inspect some stubble, which yielded few 
records but, to Richard’s delight, one very mossy 
boot.  The final stop, Six Mile Water, proved to 
be an interesting mix of broadleaved woodland 
and a river with weirs and watermill ruins, 
where Des found Conocephalum salebrosum and 
Fissidens incurvus.

Sam, Liz and Rory remained in H40 for the 
day, recording the hectad immediately west 
of our home square.  They were joined by Jeff 
and Joyce at their first site, Springwell Forest, 
which provided excellent forestry tracks with 
Riccia beyrichiana, Campylopus subulatus and 
Didymodon ferrugineus, as well as epiphytic Colura 
and Frullania teneriffae.  Next stop was Ballyrisk 
More ASSI, with Campylopus fragilis on rocky, 
flushed slopes.  A quarry on Keady Mountain 
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mnioides on a forest track.
A party of four headed to the Sperrin Hills on the 

Derry-Tyrone border; Des and Rory spent most 
of the day on Sawel Mountain. Rocky outcrops 
and flushes were the most productive habitats, 
with Andreaea rothii subsp. rothii, Racomitrium 
sudeticum, Sphagnum angustifolium and Andreaea 
rupestris.  David Chamberlain and Liz stayed on 
the lower ground, around Sperrin village. A stop 
at Lough Lark produced Pohlia drummondii. A 
small rocky ravine below Sawelabeg brought to 
light Tetrodontium brownianum, Barbilophozia 
floerkei, Plagiochila spinulosa and Solenostoma 
obovatum.  The foursome reassembled near the 
Glenelly River where Orthotrichum striatum was 
found.

Jo, Sam, Richard and Tim spent several hours 
around the impressively remote Lough Naroon, 
at the heart of the ‘white hole’.  The landowner 
kindly allowed them to drive along his track 
towards the lough.  The cut-over bog was relatively 
poor, although close scrutiny revealed some non-
fertile Cephalozia macrostachya.  Adjacent basalt 
held both Glyphomitrium daviesii and Grimmia 
ramondii in quantity, with Plagiochila bifaria and 
Saccogyna viticulosa where scrub provided shelter 
and shade.  Dunminning Bridge was selected to 
provide ‘grots’, epiphytes and riverine species.  It 
fulfilled that role admirably.

TUESDAY 26 JUNE
Mark, Niklas, Rory and Richard explored Cargan 
and the basalt uplands to the east of it (H39).  
The richest site was the basalt gorge below 
Dungonnell reservoir, where acid rocks and 
soil were interspersed with calcareous seepages.  
Richard found Ptilidium ciliare on a heathy 
knoll.  Rory found Sphagnum girgensohnii, S. 
teres and Philonotis calcarea.  We went up to a 
nearby blanket bog, strangely called Red Sea.  
Moving on, a patch of forestry near Binvore 
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bog liverworts such as Calypogeia sphagnicola that 
were conspicuously absent at Calldanagh.  The 
group spent the early afternoon in Glenariff, 
finding abundant Schistidium pruinosum on 
the basalt cliffs above Feddanranny, along with 
Anomobryum concinnatum and Plagiochila 
bifaria.  Des spotted Metzgeria pubescens on a 
chalk outcrop in a steep wooded ravine, its fifth 
extant Irish locality.  The day ended at a bridge 
over the Essathohan Burn in an area of conifer 
plantation, where diverse habitats produced 99 
species in little over half an hour.  Sam spotted a 
12 × 8 cm patch of Ptilidium pulcherrimum on a 
conifer log - the second time this species has been 
seen in Ireland, 59 years after the first.

WEDNESDAY 27 JUNE
This was the make-or-break day for filling in 
the ‘great white hole’ of under-recorded squares, 
so four small parties of recorders were sent out, 
aiming to hit two dull lowland hectads each.  
Niklas and Sam were on the west shore of Lough 
Neagh in squares H98 and H99 (both H40).  
Porella cordaeana grew on boulders in Ballyronan 
Wood and there was some Plagiomnium 
cuspidatum on a fallen tree close to the lough 
margin.  Gyroweisia tenuis was collected from a 
wall at Bellaghy church.  Niklas found Sphagnum 
molle on an uncut bog dome surrounded 

produced the statutory Colura, as well as Bryum 
archangelicum, B. pseudotriquetrum var. bimum 
and Tetraplodon mnioides on the entrance road.  
Last stop was a former mine at Lagagrane, where 
Rory discovered a large patch of Marsupella 
funckii on a soil-covered rock ledge.  At the end 
of the day, the total for hectad D11 was 167 
species.
 Jo and Liz made a short stop at a raised bog 
outside Finvoy where Calypogeia sphagnicola in 
a pool on a cutover area was a pleasant addition 
to the card.  They then collected a jetlagged 
David Bell who had just flown in from America. 
The trio headed for the Drumbane trail where a 
friendly landowner gave permission to park in his 
yard and access his land.  The trail went around 
a basalt outcrop.  90 species were recorded, 
including Glyphomitrium daviesii found by Jo, 
before the fog forced the group off the hill.  A 
final stop at the Presbyterian church in Garvagh 
added Pleuridium acuminatum to the list.

Sam, David Chamberlain and Des spent 
the morning nearby in hectad D02 (H39), 
which produced 143 species after four stops.  
Schistidium platyphyllum grew on rocks in the 
Bush River at Magherahoney;  Des found single 
mounds of Sphagnum austinii and S. fuscum on 
the otherwise disappointingly dry Calldanagh 
Bog ASSI;  wetter cuttings at Carrivcashel held 

vLeft top: Grimmia ramondii on basalt 
outcrop at Lough Naroon.  J. Denyer

vLeft middle: Sam and Tim examining 
the basalt outcrop at Lough Naroon.   
J. Denyer

vLeft bottom: Ptilidium pulcherrimum 
on log in conifer plantation.                
S. Bosanquet

wRight: Basalt cliffs where Schistidium 
pruinosum was abundant. S. Bosanquet
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including Ballymena County Hall.  A quick stop 
by a stream at Green Bridge near Broughshane 
produced Hygroamblystegium fluviatile, 
Orthotrichum rivulare and Porella cordaeana.

Des and Liz went to to Ballyknock, where 
they found Riccia beyrichiana and Sphagnum 
flexuosum, and to Tullykeearan Bridge with 
Weissia controversa var. crispata.

THURSDAY 28 JUNE
Although the main under-recorded gap looked 
better after the previous day, there was still a 
lot to do.  Jo and Mark started at an old quarry 
in the only bit of upland in hectad J28 (H39), 
south of Mallusk.  The track leading down to 
the quarry produced Campylopus subulatus.  
The quarry was calcareous, with Jungermannia 
atrovirens, Leiocolea badensis, Aloina aloides and 
Weissia brachycarpa var. obliqua.  Mallusk itself 
held Didymodon nicholsonii, which is not yet 
abundant in Co. Antrim, though it presumably 

by peat cuttings at Drumlamph.  The day’s 
most productive site was the Moyola River in 
Castledawson, where Mnium marginatum var. 
dioicum was collected new to Ireland and Bryum 
donianum grew well to the north of its other 
Irish sites.  Blasia pusilla, Epipterygium tozeri and 
Porella pinnata were also noted.

David Bell and Mark stopped at a disused 
quarry near Tardree Mountain, with Bryum 
subapiculatum.  They moved to Shank Bridge, 
where Hygrohypnum luridum grew on a stone by 
Kells Water.  At Randalstown, Fissidens crassipes 
and Syntrichia latifolia were on the bridge over 
the River Main;  Scleropodium cespitans was 
on the tarmac path beside it.  An old quarry 
at Craigmore had several calcicoles, including 
Leiocolea badensis and Ditrichum gracile.

David Chamberlain, Jo and Tim recorded 
around Ballymena.  There was little semi-natural 
habitat in this area, so much time was spent 
‘grotting’ around car parks and urban areas, 
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and Pohlia annotina.

FRIDAY 29 JUNE
On this day the party combined to visit the 
Giant’s Causeway (H39).  We were greeted by 
the National Trust ranger Cliff Henry, who 
led us across wet heath to the top of the cliffs.  
The heath produced Campylopus brevipilus, 
Entosthodon obtusus and Pleuridium subulatum.  
The ranger let us climb onto cliffs by the pathway 
where we saw Drepanolejeunea hamatifolia, 
Frullania fragilifolia, Plagiochila bifaria and 
Tortula viridifolia and Weissia perssonii.  A small 
group continued in the main tourist area, where 
Jeff, Joyce and some others recorded quadrats 
in the coastal grassland.  The group had a free 
preview of the new visitor centre and were able 
to buy postcards to send to absent bryologists.

Sam and Mark did not go right down to 
the shore but returned to continue recording 
hectads C83 and C82.  A quarry and crag east of 
Portrush were of moderate interest, as were the 
riverside and parks in central Coleraine (H39).  
In Somerset Forest on the west bank of the River 
Bann (H40), Sam found Lophocolea heterophylla 
on conifer logs and immediately went into 
search mode for something else.  There it was!  
Seven patches of Sematophyllum substrumulosum 
fruiting on 5 conifer logs in damp woodland – 
quite remarkable, given that Coleraine is about 
300 km north of any previously-known site. 

WEEK 2: 1-7 JULY 2012
For the second week, we were based in two 
houses on a new housing estate in Ballina.  
This seemed incongruous for the BBS, whose 
members have muddy boots, wet socks and a 
distinctly countrified appearance.  Our wet boots 
were ranged along the wall of one house facing 
the street.  The neighbours never complained, 
though the children of one neighbouring family 

soon will be.
Sam, Des and David Bell went to hectads 

H88 and H89 (both H40) for some productive 
upland-edge bryology, resulting in both squares 
edging above the 150 mark.  Flushes were a 
feature of three stops: they held Hamatocaulis 
vernicosus (regrettably not collected) at Windy 
Castle and The Gap, and Calliergon giganteum 
and Sphagnum girgensohnii at Den’s Brae.  Windy 
Castle was also home to plentiful Ptilidium ciliare 
and a small patch of Lophozia sudetica.  A park 
in Moneymore supported 68 species including 
Gyroweisia tenuis.  The day ended at Ballynahone 
Bog ASSI, where Sphagnum austinii, S. fuscum, 
S. molle and S. pulchrum were all present in very 
small quantity, but Sam’s Dicranella cerviculata 
on a damp peat cutting face shaded by birch trees 
was rarer in an Irish context. 

David Chamberlain, Liz and Niklas raised the 
total for hectad C50 from 1 to 153 records.  At 
Claudy Country Park, Liz spotted Orthotrichum 
rivulare on stonework by the river. The group then 
headed to Bond’s Glen ASSI where they found 
the woodland disappointing.  However, an open 
area of base-rich soil by the road (outside the 
ASSI) supported Riccardia incurvata, Pleuridium 
subulatum and Leiocolea badensis.  A final call 
at Learmount Wood turned up Plagiothecium 
curvifolium, Blasia pusilla, Fontinalis squamosa 

rTop: Polytrichastrum longisetum in clear-felled forest, 
Crocknacally. S. Pilkington 

vLeft: Soggy bryologists on Nephin.  M. Eakin
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Polytrichastrum longisetum and – surprisingly for 
a flattish area at 130 m altitude – a healthy tuft 
of Herbertus aduncus at the base of a lodgepole 
pine.  Another group visited rather unproductive 
coastal hectads, finding Frullania microphylla at 
Downpatrick Head.

The third party went up Nephin the highest 
mountain in the area.  The mountain is steep 
and conical, rising to 806 m.  They approached 
it through fields near Lahardaun, leading to the 
White River (in fact only a small stream). In 
wet pasture below the main slopes, Splachnum 
ampullaceum and Atrichum tenellum made a good 
start to the day.  Drepanolejeunea hamatifolia 
was on gorse. The gully formed by the White 
River gave a first sight of Herbertus aduncus, 
Bazzania tricrenata and Anastrepta orcadensis.  
Fine Anastrophyllum minutum with perianths 
was found on peat. The group traversed the 
eastern slopes round into the northern corrie. 
Tall heather made progress difficult. The corrie is 
full of scree, lacking cliffs or lake.  Rain began to 
fall and the ascent to the summit via the western 
side of the corrie was very wet and foggy. Rory 
spotted Scapania ornithopodioides, and several 
other good patches were soon located. The 
steep descent back down the eastern side of the 
mountain produced Dicranodontium uncinatum 
near the top of the White River gully.

TUESDAY 3 JULY
One car-load spent the day in the lowlands of 
southern Sligo.  A bog near Achonry produced 
several tufts of Sphagnum austinii with capsules; 
these have been reported previously from only 
two sites in Ireland and two in Britain.  A 
memorable locality was the steep limestone hill 
of Knocknashee with a spectacular view and 
Neckera crispa and Scapania aspera at the top.  
The day ended by the River Moy at Cloonbaniff, 
where there was Dichodontium flavescens.

threw toys at us over the garden wall.  Excursions 
were in West Mayo (H27) unless otherwise 
stated, when they were to East Mayo (H26) and 
Sligo (H28).

SUNDAY 1 JULY
Excursions were to H28, mainly to the Ox 
Mountains.  Agneta had an unintended swim 
in Lough Aghree relinquishing watch and hand 
lens to the depths, but with spectacles helpfully 
recovered by Des.  Otherwise, the excursion was 
quite successful, with records of Anoectangium 
aestivum, Barbilophozia attenuata, Campylopus 
setifolius, Hymenostylium recurvirostrum, Pohlia 
flexuosa and Trichostomum hibernicum. 

Tom Blockeel’s group started on the west-
facing slopes above Easky Lough (H28).  On 
bouldery ground they found Lepidozia cupressina, 
Frullania fragilifolia, Plagiochila punctata 
and Dicranum scottianum.  There were some 
nice basic flushes with Sphagnum contortum.  
Activities were curtailed by a billygoat with a bad 
attitude, so the party moved to the lough itself.  
On boulders on the shore there were abundant 
cushions of Grimmia anomala with its amazing 
leaf gemmae.
 The third party visited the lower reaches of 
the River Easky, with delightful tufa springs 
bordering wooded river banks.  They found 
Eucladium verticillatum, Preissia quadrata, 
Neckera crispa and Philonotis calcarea.  They 
then went up river, to Letterunshin where the 
limestone merges into extensive uncut blanket 
bog with Sphagnum austinii and S. fuscum. 

MONDAY 2 JULY
The party that went to Owenboy Nature 
Reserve found only standard bog species, so 
they must have missed any base-rich springs.  
In the afternoon, they visited a clear-felled 
forest at Crocknacally with abundant fruiting 
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of partly wet crags, which produced Lepidozia 
pearsonii, Anthelia julacea, Gymnomitrion 
crenulatum and Campylopus setifolius.  Hygrobiella 
laxifolia and Racomitrium ellipticum occurred in 
a limited area with some basic seepage.

A smaller group went to the summit of 
Slieve Carr by way of Lough Adanacleveen.  
North-facing crags on the way to the lough 
supported Northern Hepatic Mat, with 
abundant Herbertus aduncus, frequent Bazzania 
tricrenata and Scapania gracilis, and a little 
Scapania ornithopodioides.  Then Rory discovered 
Adelanthus lindenbergianus at its 11th Irish site.  
There were about 6 patches.  He also told us 
that you can find good liverworts by looking 
under rosettes of Juncus squarrosus.  Mark put 
his hand into a Juncus tussock and found the 
7th patch of A. lindenbergianus.  The shore of 

 Tom Blockeel, Des and Rory spent most of the 
day in hectad G40 (H28), starting in the village 
of Curry. They recorded over 70 species within 
200 m of the bridge, including Orthotrichum 
rivulare on a small boulder by the river.  Moving 
on, they found Scapania aspera, Entodon 
concinnus and Campyliadelphus chrysophyllus in 
a disused gravelly limestone pit at Eskragh, and 
Ulota calvescens in woodland near Curraghboy.
 Agneta, Con, Liz and Sean recorded hectad 
G50 in the Mayo lowlands (H26).  There is 
almost no land above 100 m, and they did well to 
find 126 species.  Sharon spent the day working 
on her laptop. Walking to Ballina to buy food, 
she quickly notched up 43 species.  A roadside 
wall and tufaceous seep near the river produced 
Palustriella commutata, Eucladium verticillatum 
and Leiocolea turbinata, whilst Syntrichia 
papillosa was on urban Lombardy poplars.

WEDNESDAY 4 JULY
Independence Day (American) dawned clear and 
dry, and the main party set off for Slieve Carr 
(721 m) in Ballycroy National Park.  Cameron 
Clotworthy of the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service arranged for three rugged vehicles to take 
bryologists along forest roads to the foot of the 
mountain.  These took us right up to the edge 
of the steep ground.  One party explored the 
gully above Lough Kilnabinnia and the adjacent 
corrie on the north side of Corslieve.  Dripping 
rock surfaces flanking a waterfall were adorned 
with very fine Dicranodontium uncinatum and 
Campylopus gracilis. Des explored a crag nearby 
and found Leptoscyphus cuneifolius, Plagiochila 
exigua, Douinia ovata and Tetrodontium 
brownianum.  The main corrie had a fine series 

wTop:  Calypogeia azurea on Slieve Carr.  J. Denyer

wBottom:  Paraleptodontium recurvifolium on 
Birreencorragh. S. Pilkington
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Tom Blockeel, Jo Denyer, Rory Hodd and 
Con Breen went to the far west, near Newport.  
The northern margin of Furnace Lough had a 
small area of grazed woodland, with Lophocolea 
fragrans, Plagiochila bifaria and Pterogonium 
gracile.  Ulota calvescens was found on Fuchsia.  
The group then went to Croaghmoyle (430 m), 
where Bryum pallescens occurred by the wire 
fence around the booster station on the summit.  
A craggy area on the north-western slopes 
produced Orthothecium intricatum in a rocky 
recess.

A third group worked near Castlebar, starting 
at Cooley Lough, with Campyliadelphus elodes, 
Philonotis calcarea and Plagiomnium ellipticum.  
After visiting a cut-over bog, they went to a 
hill called Burren.  North-facing crags at about 
360 m were an attractive habitat, with Fissidens 
osmundoides, Bazzania tricrenata, Herbertus 
aduncus and Plagiochila bifaria.

A relatively eastern party, comprising Joan, 
Des and Sara worked close to our base, visiting 
the Cossmolina hectad G11 and the Ballina 
hectad G21.  This is a flat lowland area bordering 
Lough Conn, and the group did well to record 
about 95 species per hectad.  Of particular 
note was wet woodland by the Enniscoe House 
Loop, with Aphanolejeunea microscopica and 

Lough Adanacleveen was disappointing, but 
produced copious Plagiothecium denticulatum 
var. obtusifolium and the only Isothecium holtii 
seen during the week.  Then we went to the 
summit, picking up Campylopus gracilis on steep 
ground near the top.  On the summit ridge 
heading south, Rory concentrated on his Juncus 
tussocks, and found Calypogeia azurea, Ptilidium 
ciliare and Scapania ornithopodioides.

David Long led a group to the lowlands of 
East Mayo (H26).  Their most notable find 
was Calypogeia neesiana on wet peat of an open 
bog near Kiltimagh.  They visited three hectads 
and made 184 new hectad records whereas 
the mountain party made only 66 new hectad 
records with a full day’s total of 121 taxa.

THURSDAY 5 JULY
David Long led a group to Birreencorragh, a 
bryologically unknown mountain rising to 698 
m.  Approaching from the north, they found 
Marsupella sprucei and Pohlia elongata, seen 
nowhere else during the fortnight.  The higher 
ground was exceptionally rich.  David found 
female Moerckia hibernica in a Philonotis flush.  
Sphagnum skyense occurred on grassy ledges, 
Radula aquilegia on a low cliff face and Lophozia 
opacifolia on flushed rocks.  Paraleptodontium 
recurvifolium on a flushed slope was another 
highlight.  Some very happy bryologists returned 
to the base that evening.

rTop: Grimmia anomala on rock in Lough Alone.         
S. Pilkington

wRight: Male Fossombronia angulosa at Glenloss Point. 
J. Denyer
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CONCLUSION
So ended an enjoyable and sometimes strenuous 
week, during which some participants worked 
on their specimens till after midnight.  The 
highlights were the mountains, notably Slieve 
Carr, Birreencorragh and the Ox Mountains.  
Hectads in the lowlands were relatively poor in 
bryophytes, but many were enriched by patches 
of bog and forestry.  Colura calyptrifolia was seen 
by most parties on each day, often several times.  
Drepanolejeunea hamatifolia was less frequent.  
Other epiphytes were not especially rich; we 
found Orthotrichum lyellii once and never saw 
O. striatum.

When we compare the rates of recording 
during the two weeks, we find that they were 
almost identical.  During the first week 3563 
unique taxon-in-hectad records were made, 
of which 88% were new;  during the second 
week 3482 unique taxon-in-hectad records were 
made, of which 87% were new.  In each week, 
34 hectads were visited.  The Ballina area was 
slightly richer, but the Macosquin excursion was 
better planned, because Sam and Jo prepared 
hectad dossiers for all participants, complete 
with detailed maps and lists of sites.

We thank Cliff Henry for guiding us at Giant’s 
Causeway.  We are grateful to the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service for providing vehicles for 
the Slieve Carr excursion, and thank Cameron 
Clotworthy for making arrangements and driving 
a car.  Thanks also to his boss Ger O’Donnell 
for giving permission and driving one of the 
cars, and to Leonard Floyd for driving another.  
Finally, we thank Sharon Pilkington, Rory Hodd 
and David Chamberlain for contributing text to 
this report.

Mark Hill, Joanne Denyer, Sam Bosanquet 
and Tom Blockeel
e moh@ceh.ac.uk

Drepanolejeunea hamatifolia occurring in close 
proximity on willow.

FRIDAY 6 JULY
Tom Blockeel, Sharon, Sean and Sara went to the 
southern Ox Mountains in hectad G31, where 
East Mayo adjoins Co Sligo. They started on the 
north-facing slopes south of The Gap (H26). 
Early finds included many new vice-county 
records: Bazzania tricrenata, Plagiochila bifaria, 
Frullania teneriffae, Sphagnum quinquefarium, 
Dicranum scottianum and Entosthodon attenuatus.  
Especially welcome was Sharon’s discovery of 
Sphagnum skyense in fair quantity among heather.  
A superb patch of Lepidozia cupressina was found 
on a sheltered rock. The group went on to Lough 
Alone, shrouded in mist.  They were rewarded 
with a third Irish locality for Grimmia anomala, 
which occurred plentifully on boulders on the 
lough margin.  Much of the afternoon was spent 
on the delightful shores of Lough Talt (H28), 
with a calcicolous flora.  Porella arboris-vitae was 
on a boulder.

A lowland group went to mop up three 
hectads near Killala.  In the car park at Ballinlena 
Pier they found Hennediella heimii.  The best site 
of the day was Ratheskin, where there was some 
relatively undisturbed bog.  Liz found Pohlia 
drummondii and Riccia glauca on a damp track.

The third party went to the north coast near 
Glinsk.  Spectacular scenery was shrouded in 
mist.  The best finds were liverworts.  David Long 
had Fossombronia incurva in a disused roadside 
quarry.  On the cliffs were Anastrophyllum 
minutum, Blepharostoma trichophyllum, 
Lepidozia pearsonii and Tritomaria exsectiformis.  
Moving east to Glenloss Point, the group found 
Fossombronia angulosa and Solenostoma paroicum 
on grassy banks of a sea inlet.
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