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Thousands upon thousands of bryophyte specimens
are carefully preserved in herbaria around the world;
with each specimen representing a window into
the past. Collections provide invaluable evidence of
environmental change and species range extensions or
contractions over time; enable taxonomic work to define

species concepts and provide a source for DNA analysis.
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Pottia davalliana
Portslade, Sussex - 1840

Over-collection in

some cases sadly led to

species decline, however,

collecting remains a necessity’
for research, particularly in

bryologically less well known

parts of the world. Fortunately,

the trend for trophy collecting of

rare species has receded in our

more conservation aware times.
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