Spotlight

rTop row, left to right. Young and mature plants of Lycopodiella inundata. r Bottom row, left to right. Fossombronia
foveolata with young, green capsules in September 2017 and with mature capsules in October 2017.

Re-finding Fossombronia foveolata at Thursley Common, Surrey

Fossombronia fovealata is a declining species in SE England. In Gardiner’s 1981 flora it is reported as
confined to damp sandy ground or clayey rides in the west of Surrey in 8 tetrads in 7 10km squares
with two older records between 1900 and 1949. In the latest Atlas (Blockeel et al., 2014) it is down to
just 3 10 km squares post 1990. One locality where it could be seen and smelled by Jeff most reliably
since late 1960s was Thursley Common, although it has not been seen there in the last few years
despite regular searches. As part of an ongoing research project on fungal endophytes in liverworts
and lycopods including F. foveolata and Lycopodiella inundata which share the same mucoromycote,
we have been regularly monitoring establishment of new plants of Lycopodiella on a damp site at
Thursley Common, where the surface vegetation has been removed to expose the underlying sandy
peat and encourage the growth of the clubmoss. Lycopodiella is not only thriving and producing
numerous new plants from spores but in the autumn of 2017 we were very pleased to find extensive
colonies of Fossombronia foveolata producing sporophytes in abundance. Thus the conservation of a
rare vascular plant has fortuitously promoted the survival of a similarly rare liverwort.
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