Spotlight

Lophocolea semiteres - perhaps not so harmless?
Lophocolea semiteres was introduced to Britain, presumably as a stowaway on plant imports
from the southern hemisphere. In the 1970s it was only known from Benmore and Dawyck
Botanic Gardens in Scotland and from the gardens at Tresco in the Isles of Scilly. It has done
well here and has spread quite rapidly and widely in Britain and in Europe and it is probably
still spreading. Its invasion has been viewed with equanimity, much like the initial view of
Campylopus introflexus, as it is usually recorded in habitats where the other bryophyte interest
is limited. In Benmore Botanic Garden, Lophocolea semiteres is abundant and it produces huge
numbers of sporophytes, but it is also now common in the local area, particularly on tree bases
but also on logs and in lawns and not only in the disturbed or ‘manicured’ habitats usually
associated with it. It is now occurring in semi-natural broadleaf woodland and is spreading up
the trees and can be locally frequent on the more substantial limbs. Broadleaf woodland around
Benmore is noted for its internationally important oceanic bryophyte flora and much of that
interest is epiphytic. Oceanic liverwort species like Plagiochila punctata, P. spinulosa and Scapania
gracilis are common and these species are probably big enough to hold their own but smaller
species like Aphanolejeunea microscopica, Colura calyptrifolia, Harpalejeunea molleri, Lejeunea
patens, Leptoscyphus cuneifolius and local rarity Daltonia splachnoides may have a problem with
an aggressive intruder. I wonder if nitrogen deposition in the environment as a whole has a role
here or whether it is just a case of an intruder making itself at home; in any case, there seems
little we can do about it.
Top left: Lophocolea semiteres. All photos by G.P. Rothero.
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Top right: Lophocolea semiteres on the base of a redwood at Benmore, February 2019.
Bottom: Daltonia splachnoides being overwhelmed by Lophocolea semiteres at Deargacha,
Glenmassan, about 1 km from Benmore Gardens, March 2019.

