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North Devon (vc 4) is a large and varied 
area, with habitats ranging from the 
heights of Exmoor and Dartmoor to 

the nationally famous sand dunes of Braunton 
Burrows and the impressive cliffs of the north 
and west coasts. The geology is varied. Much of 
the vice-county is made up of the Carboniferous 
slates and grits of the Culm Measures, which 
tend to produce heavy acidic clay soils. There is 
very little limestone, but the dunes of Braunton 
Burrows, Croyde and Woolacombe are highly 
calcareous and bring a big improvement to the 
area’s bryological diversity. The Culm Measures 
themselves are by no means devoid of interest; 
the surviving areas of unimproved damp 
grassland have a specialised flora all of their 
own, although the bryophytes often involve 
hands-and-knees work! In addition, the area’s 
woodlands, riversides (not always accessible) 
and urban habitats all have their own interest. 

One intention of the meeting was to improve 
the recording coverage, which was previously 
very irregular; Devon is a large county, it has few 
competent bryologists, and most of them live in 
the south!
 The headquarters was Hallsannery, a large 
(and very convenient) country house just south 
of Bideford (Fig. 1). 39 people (Ken Adams, 
Ambroise Baker, Neil Bell, Tom Blockeel, Paul 
Bowyer, Andrew Branson, John and Mary 
Breeds, Agneta Burton, Simon Caporn, Chris 
and Rachel Carter, Mags Crittenden, Richard 
Fisk, Martin Godfrey, John and Sue Grahame, 
George Greiff, Anne Haden, Claire Halpin, 
Gabriel Jamie, Roy Jeffery, Liz Kungu, Pete 
Martin, David Newman, John Norton, Seán 
O’Leary, Sharon Pilkington, Mark Pool, Gary 

BBS Spring meeting 2019: 
North Devon, 11–16 April
Mark Pool reports on a remarkably productive meeting

rFig. 1. The group at Hallsannery. Matt Stribley.

Powell, Chris Preston, Gail Quartly-Bishop, 
Alan and Marion Rayner, Lucia Ruffino, Jeff 
Scott, Alastair Stevenson, Matt Stribley and 
Philippa Thompson) attended for all or part of 
the week; just over half of them stayed at the 
headquarters, with the rest scattered around 
the neighbourhood in various other types of 
accommodation. As with most Spring Meetings, 
the range of knowledge on display varied from 
expert to beginner.
 In the following account, an asterisk (*) 
denotes an addition to the Census Catalogue for 
vc 4 or a first record since 1960.

Thursday 11 April: Marsland; Buck’s Mills
The first group went to the Devon Wildlife Trust’s 
reserve at Marsland (SS2116 etc.), right on the 
Cornish border north of Bude. The site is a very 
large one and consists of a river valley running 
down to the coast at Marsland Mouth; the river 
forms the county boundary, so the southern half 
of the reserve lies in vc 2 (East Cornwall). Mark 
Pool and Paul King had carried out a reasonably 
thorough survey in the late 1990s, but no doubt 
they had missed some species; the site was also so 
interesting that it was felt worth visiting anyway!
 The group started at the Little Marsland 
car park (SS217169) and walked through the 
Cornish side of the reserve down to Marsland 
Mouth. At least some recording was done on 
the way; there was a lot of Epipterygium tozeri, 
a common plant in this area but not familiar to 
those from the South-east, while Matt Stribley 
(Cornwall Recorder) was thrilled to find 
Leptodon smithii, a very uncommon species in 
Cornwall, which was last recorded at Marsland 
by Jean Paton in the 1960s. Including this, 64 
species were recorded from the Cornish part of 
the reserve.
 The vicinity of Marsland Mouth occupied the 

group for some time. The weather was glorious, 
and earthy pockets on the cliffs produced a few 
acrocarps which were unfamiliar to those with 
little coastal experience. The boundary stream 
had a good population of a moss which caused 
some discussion before finally being confirmed 
as Hygroamblystegium fluviatile.
 Lunch was taken in bright sunshine just inland 
from Marsland Mouth. Peter and Seán had left 
to follow the coast path northwards, but the rest 
of the group moved inland along the Devon side 
of the valley and recorded as they went. The open 
ground was very dry, but things were better in 
the woodlands; highlights here were Lophocolea 
fragrans (among mosses on the base of a tree) 
and more Leptodon smithii, this time on an ash 
trunk. There were also several welcome additions 
to Pool and King’s tetrad survey lists. Later the 
group fragmented again, with some members 
returning to Cornwall while the rest continued 
on the north side as far as Gooseham Mill. There 
was a short-term panic when one of the more 
eminent members was temporarily misplaced, 
but calm was soon restored and the parties 
reconvened at Little Marsland after a satisfying 
first day.
 Peter and Seán’s coastal diversion produced a 
useful clutch of records, of which the best by far 
was Coscinodon cribrosus; others included Tortella 
flavovirens and Tortula viridifolia.
 The second main venue was Buck’s Mills 
(SS3523 etc.), on the north-facing coast east of 
Clovelly. This had been visited by Mark and Paul 
King in 1998 and a good number of records had 
been made, but it was hoped that the presence 
of a large group would add some new ones; this 
hope was certainly fulfilled! The group started in 
the main car park (SS358232) and proceeded 
to the coast, after which they followed the 
footpath eastwards into Worthygate Wood. At 
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Gauter Pool they turned south to Worthygate 
(SS366234) and returned to the car park via a 
wooded inland valley. A total of 128 species was 
recorded, spread across two tetrads; although 
none were rare, a considerable number were new 
to their respective squares. Fissidens rivularis was 
recorded in the stream east of the car park and 
Sanionia uncinata (apparently a local species 
in Devon) was found at Gauter Pool, but the 
highlight of the trip was Conocephalum conicum 
sens. str.*, also from Gauter Pool; amazingly, 
this was the first official North Devon record 
of this common taxon since the recent revision! 
Epipterygium was found on a lane bank at Buck’s 
Mills, while the coastal cliffs had Saccogyna; 
Jungermannia pumila occurred in the woodland 
stream at SS361232.

Friday 12 April: Borough Valley, near Lee; 
Torrington Commons; Brownsham
The Borough Valley group (Fig. 2), consisting 
of approximately ten members, found the area 
rather disappointing as some of the ground they 
had hoped to cover proved inaccessible. They did, 
however, make a considerable number of records 
(45 from SS4845 and 82 from SS4846), and still 
managed to add over 25 species to the previous 
total. There were no rarities, but highlights 
included Nowellia curvifolia, Phaeoceros 
laevis, rather surprisingly on a wall (Fig. 3), 
Archidium alternifolium, Fissidens viridulus and 
Heterocladium heteropterum var. flaccidum.
 Torrington (officially known as Great 
Torrington) has a considerable amount of 

sFig. 2. Investigating Borough Woods. Mary Breeds.

common land, most of which is open to the 
public. The largest and best-known section 
runs down from the town to the River Torridge 
and is best described as sloping parkland; most 
of the “Torrington Group” went there, but a 
small splinter group (Mark, Roy, Matt and Jeff) 
checked a smaller section to the north of the 
town, starting by the bridge over the Common 
Lake (actually a stream) at SS493198. Most 
of the common land here consisted of damp 
woodland; the first tetrad checked (SS41Z) 
provided 61 records, mostly common but with 
a reasonable clutch of epiphytes including 
Orthotrichum striatum, a plant which is now 
turning up increasingly often in Devon (whether 
this is due to an actual increase or to improved 
recording is not clear). The adjacent, unworked, 
tetrad of SS42V produced a similar number 
of species (60), but with some variation due 
to the presence of improved pasture as well as 
woodland. This resulted in records for Dicranella 
schreberiana and D. staphylina; in the woodland 
Orthotrichum striatum turned up again, as did 
Cololejeunea minutissima, a plant whose long 
name belies its minute stature. This latter species 
would have been almost unheard of away from 

the coast thirty years ago, but is now appearing 
far inland (among many other sites, it now has 
several records from the English Midlands).
 Having exhausted the possibilities of the 
northern commons, Mark’s group moved on to 
Weare Giffard (SS4722) where lunch was taken. 
A check of the riverside and adjacent ground in 
this square resulted in some worthwhile records, 
of which the best was probably a tiny scrap of 
Climacium (a very local plant in Devon), found 
by Roy. Other notables included Dialytrichia 
mucronata, Orthotrichum rivulare, O. sprucei, 
O. striatum and O. tenellum. Leaving the river, 
the group moved uphill into the wooded part 
of Weare Giffard Common, centred at around 
SS473222. This produced nothing dramatic, but 
Cololejeunea minutissima and Fissidens celticus 
were both present. After this the local churchyard 
was visited; this was rather disappointing, but did 
have Didymodon nicholsonii, a plant which now 
seems almost inevitable on Devon’s churchyard 
paths!
 The main Torrington contingent, including 
among others Chris, Sharon, Liz, Ambroise and 
Rachel, started in the churchyard and then moved 
downhill. The churchyard provided a number 

wFig. 3. Looking at 
Phaeoceros on a wall at 
Lee. Richard Fisk.
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made 43 records, of which the most noteworthy 
were probably Lejeunea lamacerina, Anomodon 
viticulosus and Bartramia pomiformis.
 The Brownsham contingent (SS2825 etc.), 
involving Tom, Andrew and others, regrettably 
failed to take any recording cards with them; as 
the site had recently been checked by Roy anyway, 
this was mercifully not the disaster it might have 
been. Starting in the National Trust car park at 
SS285259, they went north into Beckland Wood 
and followed the valley down in a north-easterly 
direction. Epipterygium, Fissidens celticus and 
other things kept the group happy in the wood; 
they then went up to the cliff-top on the north 
side of the valley, finding Leptodon twice on 
the way, before descending again to look at the 
areas at the mouth of the stream. Cololejeunea 
minutissima was in the cliff-top scrub, while the 
stream gully by the coast had Lophocolea fragrans, 

of the usual species of masonry and pathsides, 
plus something which was first thought to be 
Lophocolea semiteres but which sadly turned into 
Saccogyna when fully checked. The group’s card 
finally contained no less that 112 species, which 
suggests that the area was well worth visiting! 
Highlights from the slopes included Grimmia 
trichophylla, yet more Cololejeunea minutissima 
and no less than six species of Orthotrichum, 
but the most impressive area was the riverside 
(Fig. 4). The most noteworthy species here 
were Porella pinnata, Orthotrichum rivulare and 
abundant Plagiomnium cuspidatum (another 
very local species in the county), while the pièce 
de résistance had to be Fissidens fontanus, found 
by Ambroise on Taddiport Bridge (SS488187). 
This species is known from the Tamar, but had 
no other North Devon records.
 Later in the day John, George and Anne 
explored a stretch of disused railway line (now 
part of the Tarka Trail long-distance footpath) 
north-west of Torrington in SS2721. They 

sFig. 4. Sharon, Ambroise and Claire by the Torridge at 
Great Torrington Common. Chris Preston.

found by Chris on a rotting log in Hammett’s 
Wood, was another species with very few North 
Devon records. Plagiochila punctata, another 
local species in Devon, was found on several 
oak trunks in Woolley Wood, while Cololejeunea 
minutissima turned up yet again; this time on an 
ash in Brockham Plantation. Members who had 
visited the estate on a previous visit in 2014 were 
disappointed to see that the colony of Bazzania 
trilobata which was found then appeared to be 
suffering badly from drought and exposure, but 
they were consoled by the discovery of a large 
and thriving population of the plant in Woolley 
Wood, where it was accompanied by copious 
amounts of Nowellia curvifolia and various 
other species of rotting logs and raw humus. 
Other noteworthy species included Schistidium 
apocarpum (sens. str.), a moss with surprisingly 
few Devon records, and Ulota crispa sens. str., 
one of the three recently-defined segregates of 
the former U. crispa. The apparently luminous 
Schistostega pennata delighted those who 
were not familiar with it, as did the tiny but 
distinctive Fissidens celticus later in the day. 
Hygroamblystegium tenax, another species which 
seems under-recorded in Devon, was also of 
considerable interest.
 The day gave a very useful boost to the 
knowledge of Arlington’s bryophytes. No doubt 
there are still some waiting to be found (Colura, 
perhaps?), but on balance the site is now well 
covered.
 In addition to the main venue, Sharon, Claire 
and Andrew Branson visited the previously 
unworked Bursdon and Summerwell Moors, an 
area of partly afforested Culm Grassland, where 
three tetrads were checked. According to Sharon 
one of these (SS21U) was so wet that the group 
were “defeated”, but they still managed to record 
26 species! The other two (SS22Q and SS22V) 
were more accessible and produced totals of 73 

Saccogyna and Entosthodon obtusus. After lunch 
the group moved eastwards along the coast 
path to Mouth Mill and then travelled back to 
the car park via Brownsham Wood. The wood 
produced, among other things, Orthotrichum 
tenellum, Pohlia flexuosa* and Sematophyllum 
substrumulosum*, the last two both new to the 
vice-county.
 David Newman made a solitary visit to the 
coast south-west of Hartland, in SS22, which 
was formerly underworked. He recorded a useful 
list of species; far and away the best was Porella 
obtusata*, a vc 4 debracketing, found at Milford 
Common.

Saturday 13 April: Arlington 
This excursion to the Arlington National Trust 
estate (SS6140 etc.) also involved some members 
of the Devon Bryophyte Group, the result being 
an attendance of some forty people. One party 
started at Loxhore church (recording 51 taxa 
from the churchyard on the way) and moved 
into the estate via the bridleway into Webber’s 
Wood. The other group soon subdivided into 
no fewer than five sections; this meant that most 
of the estate was given a reasonably thorough 
coverage. Although parts of it had been well 
worked in the past, the day’s visit produced no 
less than 40 species new to the estate, while the 
day’s total stood at 129!
 Although there were no new vice-county 
records, there were certainly some of considerable 
interest. Fissidens rivularis, a very uncommon 
moss in the county although it does have some 
records near the north coast, was discovered 
by the “southern group” from the riverside 
near Tucker’s Bridge. This area also produced 
a good candidate for Fissidens rufulus, found 
by Ambroise, but sadly the specimen was not 
enough for a vc voucher (future bryological 
visitors please note…). Riccardia latifrons, 
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Saccogyna and Entosthodon obtusus. After lunch 
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Saturday 13 April: Arlington 
This excursion to the Arlington National Trust 
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an attendance of some forty people. One party 
started at Loxhore church (recording 51 taxa 
from the churchyard on the way) and moved 
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Wood. The other group soon subdivided into 
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day’s total stood at 129!
 Although there were no new vice-county 
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near Tucker’s Bridge. This area also produced 
a good candidate for Fissidens rufulus, found 
by Ambroise, but sadly the specimen was not 
enough for a vc voucher (future bryological 
visitors please note…). Riccardia latifrons, 
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(SX5890), the second for Prewley Moor (SX5490) 
and the third for the relatively sheltered Halstock 
Wood (SX6093). Unfortunately, the weather 
had deteriorated; Yes Tor (at 619 m almost the 
highest point on the moor) was wreathed in 
ominous-looking cloud and our thoughts on 
the journey south became progressively more 
apprehensive as we approached!
 The Yes Tor party dutifully set off from 
the Meldon Reservoir car park, and reached 
the tor in a bitter easterly wind and driving 
sleet. Understandably they didn’t stay long, 
but produced a reasonable list of species while 
there. Examples were Breutelia chrysocoma, 
Plagiochila spinulosa and, most noteworthy of 
all, Gymnomitrium obtusum, which has been 

and 78 respectively. Highlights included Colura 
calyptrifolia, Lophocolea bispinosa, Riccardia 
palmata (Fig. 5) and Campylopus subulatus; the 
Campylopus and the Lophocolea were on tracks, 
the Colura on bark and the Riccardia on a stack 
of decaying conifer logs. These taxa had very few 
previous North Devon records, so these sightings 
were particularly gratifying. Other species of 
interest included Loeskeobryum brevirostre, 
Sanionia uncinata and Thuidium delicatulum.

Sunday 14 April: Yes Tor, Prewley Moor and 
Halstock Wood, Dartmoor
This day had been set aside for a visit to that part 
of Dartmoor which lies in vc 4. Again, the party 
split into three groups; one aiming for Yes Tor 

vFig. 5. Riccardia palmata with 
Tetraphis, Summerwell Moor 
Plantation. Claire Halpin.

wFig. 6. Serious 
bryology at 
Black Tor. 
Mary Breeds. 

 The second group, involving Liz Kungu and a 
number of others, went to the much lower (but 
still exposed) Prewley Moor (SX5490 etc.). This 
is an area of open moorland with many flushes, 
leading up to the Sourton Tors. The site lies off 
the Dartmoor granite and there is significant 

known from the tor since the 1960s but has 
rarely been re-recorded since. After about an 
hour the group sensibly retreated down a lee 
slope to Black Tor (SX5689), which was far more 
sheltered (Fig. 6) and, as it turned out, more 
productive! Tom Blockeel found both Grimmia 
ramondii* and Kiaeria blyttii* (the latter also 
found by Pete Martin) here; the former was new 
to North Devon, while the latter was previously 
unrecorded in southern England and had no 
previous records nearer than Pembrokeshire. 
Flushed with this success, the group moved 
down the hill to Black Tor (locally Black-a-
Tor) Copse (Fig. 7). This was formerly famous 
(along with the better-known Wistman’s Wood) 
for its abundance of Antitrichia curtipendula; 
regrettably this now appears to have gone, but 
the wood still holds considerable interest. Its large 
granite boulders and stunted oaks made detailed 
exploration difficult, but the group recorded a 
good clutch of species including Douinia ovata 
(on oak), Plagiochila punctata, P. spinulosa and 
Scapania umbrosa. The nearby West Okement 
river provided Marsupella emarginata var. 
aquatica, Nardia compressa, Atrichum crispum 
(Fig. 8) and Isothecium holtii.

rFig. 7. Black Tor Copse. Chris Preston.

sFig. 8. Atrichum crispum by West Okement River. Chris 
Preston.
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to those not used to these western woodlands. 
Fissidens osmundoides did indeed turn up, on a 
dripping rock face by the path, and provided a 
useful second string to the one found at Prewley 
Moor; exactly which colony was found first will 
probably be impossible to prove! Other highlights 
included Lejeunea patens, Odontoschisma 
denudatum (found by Richard; a good record 
of a plant which appears very scarce in Devon), 
Trichocolea, Heterocladium wulfsbergii, Isothecium 
holtii and Loeskeobryum brevirostre. A total of 
126 species was found; proof, if it were needed, 
of the richness of the site.

Monday 15 April: Meeth, Halsdon and 
Meshaw Moor Devon Wildlife Trust reserves
The day was still chilly and windy, but it was a 
definite improvement on Sunday! Most of the 
members remaining after the usual post-weekend 
exodus visited the Devon Wildlife Trust’s Meeth 
Claypits reserve (SS5408). This consists of 
a variety of habitats: water-filled pits, rough 
grassland, woodland, tracksides and spoil heaps. 
Like several of the others, this was a site which 
had been at least partly surveyed in the recent 
past but was still felt to hold enough interest for 

basic influence in places, with a consequent 
increase in the bryological interest. The area was 
thought to have been been well surveyed in the 
past, but was felt to be worth visiting anyway; 
in the event, the presence of many new pairs of 
eyes produced no less than three new vice-county 
records in the shape of Fissidens osmundoides*, 
Plagiomnium elatum* and Scorpidium cossonii*. 
In addition to these the group found a total of 
102 species, of which the most significant were 
Mylia taylorii, Andreaea rupestris (unlike A. rothii, 
surprisingly rarely recorded on Dartmoor), 
Schistostega pennata and Cynodontium bruntonii. 
(The last-named was in fact an unsuspected “de-
bracketing”; thankfully it turned up again later in 
the week and a voucher specimen was collected).
 Halstock Wood (SX6093/6094) was visited 
by Mark, Roy, Matt, Richard, Alan, Marion and 
Jeff. Again, it was a site which had been well-
worked in the past but which was felt to be 
both interesting and worthwhile enough to be 
revisited. A particular desideratum was Fissidens 
osmundoides, recorded here by the late Michael 
Proctor many years ago but never sent in as a 
North Devon voucher; in addition, the general 
bryodiversity of the site was felt to be interesting 

vFig. 9. The habitat of 
Dendrocryphaea lamyana 
by the R. Mole. Tom 
Blockeel.

quite blasé. The only Sphagnum noted was S. 
denticulatum; much of the site was too dry or 
too overgrown for other species to be present, 
although this may change in the future.
 Tom Blockeel carried out an independent survey 
of the unworked area around Chittlehamholt 
(SS6520 etc.). After a brief check of the village he 
visited the mainly coniferised Shortridge Wood 
before moving eastwards to Arshaton Wood. The 
woodlands and village produced an impressive 
list of 93 species; most of them were common, 
but Arshaton Wood had Fissidens celticus and 
Pohlia lutescens on trackside soil and a good 
colony of Odontoschisma denudatum on a rotting 
log. Tom then checked the bank of the R. Mole 
and found it well worthwhile; Dendrocryphaea 
lamyana (Fig. 9) occurred on riverside hazels and 
Porella pinnata on tree bases and roots, while 
Orthotrichum rivulare and Scleropodium cespitans 
were also present.
 Sharon Pilkington, Chris Preston and three 
other members made another independent visit, 
this time to Week Park Plantation (SS4202) in 
the Culm Measures country near Cookworthy. 
As might be guessed from the name, this is 
an area of conifer plantations; as well as the 
plantations themselves the site also includes an 
area of Molinia mire. 99 species were recorded 
in all, the most noteworthy being Colura 
calyptrifolia, Lophocolea bispinosa (Fig. 10), 
Bryoerythrophyllum ferruginascens* (new to the 
vice-county) and Campylopus subulatus (Fig. 11); 
Archidium alternifolium, Fissidens celticus and 

a further visit. In the event this proved true, as 
87 species were recorded; although none were 
new to the vice-county, there were some useful 
records. Far and away the most surprising was 
Mylia taylorii, found growing in some quantity 
on the sloping bank of an old pit; although 
several colonies are known on Dartmoor, it 
was a surprising find at such a relatively low 
altitude. Other species of interest included 
Colura, Archidium, Calliergonella lindbergii and 
Orthotrichum striatum.
 Gail Quartly-Bishop carried out a solitary 
visit to Halsdon (SS5512), another of the Trust’s 
reserves, and came back with a very creditable 
total of 60 species. Regrettably none were new to 
the site, but as it had been well worked over the 
last few years this was not surprising.
 Mark and Philippa visited the previously 
unworked Devon Wildlife Trust reserve of 
Meshaw Moor (SS7517). This consists of a series 
of unimproved Culm Grassland fields with some 
woodland, and the Trust were keen to have some 
idea of its bryophyte diversity. First impressions 
were that this was likely to be limited, but in 
the end 64 species were recorded. Most were 
common, but it was good to see Thuidium 
delicatulum (not uncommon in these Culm 
Grassland areas, but probably under-recorded) 
and a small patch of Cololejeunea minutissima, 
another useful inland record. The purity of the 
local air was evinced by the presence of five 
species of Orthotrichum; one was O. striatum, a 
plant about which the group were now growing 

wFig. 10. Lophocolea 
bispinosa, Week Park. 
Chris Preston.
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rock nearby, and Frullania fragilifolia from 
another rock near the path. Campylopus fragilis 
and Saccogyna were also of interest hereabouts, 
while a voucher of Cynodontium bruntonii* was 
finally collected (by Sharon, from a boulder by 
the coast path).
 Before arriving at the main venue, Pete and 
Seán had digressed and checked the bank of the 
Taw north of Umberleigh (SS6024) in hopes 
of refinding Dendrocryphaea lamyana. This was 
duly sighted, together with Porella pinnata, 
Orthotrichum rivulare and Scleropodium cespitans. 
Once in the Heddon Valley they followed a course 
along the west side of the main valley, parallel 
to the main group, down to Heddon’s Mouth, 
recording mostly in SS6549. They produced 
an impressive list of 75 species, including 
Cephalozia lunulifolia, Cephaloziella divaricata, 
Riccia sorocarpa, Heterocladium heteropterum var. 
flaccidum and Pleuridium subulatum.
 Tom followed his own path from Hunter’s Inn 
into the Trentishoe valley, recording initially in 
SS6447; most of his records came from Parsonage 
Wood and then from the tributary valley leading 
south up towards Heale Farm. The bases of 
large ash trees in Parsonage Wood sported some 
Anomodon viticulosus and Porella platyphylla; 
the former is not a common plant in North 
Devon, but occurs locally in this area. Porella 
arboris-vitae was actually commoner here than 

Thuidium delicatulum were also of interest.
 A third independent survey was made by Roy, 
in the unrecorded monad of SS4320 just east of 
Buckland Brewer. This consisted of roadsides, 
woodland and a stream, and produced a useful 
list of 81 species; the most noteworthy was 
Zygodon rupestris.

Tuesday 16 April: Heddon Valley; Braunton 
Burrows.
The Heddon Valley (SS6548/6549) attracted a 
considerable number of the remaining diehards. 
As it is a large, interesting and varied site, the 
group subdivided into three sections, all of 
whom sent in useful lists. Sharon, Agneta, 
Claire, Philippa and Chris started at the main 
National Trust car park near Hunters’ Inn and 
moved northwards along the east side of the 
valley, recording by monad as they went. 67 
species were recorded in SS6548, of which the 
most significant were probably Lejeunea cavifolia, 
Nowellia, Didymodon sinuosus, Physcomitrium 
pyriforme and Sciuro-hypnum populeum. SS6549 
produced 52, including Pseudephemerum and 
Ptilidium ciliare. On reaching the coast they 
turned east along the coastal slopes to the 
Hollow Brook waterfall in SS6649, recording a 
list of 57 species from this monad. There were 
some useful additions here; Jubula from the 
waterfall, Marchesinia from a presumably basic 

vFig. 11. Admiring Campylopus 
subulatus, Week Park. Chris 
Preston. 

rare. The open sandy ground beyond was well 
covered with a turf of common calcicole species 
(Barbula convoluta, B. unguiculata, Didymodon 
fallax, Homalothecium lutescens, Pseudocrossidium 
hornschuchianum, Trichostomum crispulum and 
others), with Brachythecium albicans in the more 
leached areas. Hopes of Brachythecium glareosum 
were raised at one point, but the specimen 
turned out to be a variant form of B. rutabulum; 
B. mildeanum, found nearby by Liz, gave some 
consolation. A fruiting Bryum from a slack, 
found by John, was later confirmed by Tom as B. 
caespiticium*, another wanted record.
 Lunch was taken by a pond at SS448356, 
after spending some time checking the mosses 
around the margins (Fig. 12). These included 
a wanted vice-county record in the shape of 
Hygroamblystegium varium*, found by George 
Greiff, and a good candidate for Drepanocladus 
polygamus which is still to be confirmed at the 
time of writing. Lunch over, the group headed 
gradually southwards, keeping their eyes open 
for Petalophyllum in the slacks on the way. A 
single rosette of this was spotted by Mark and 

P. platyphylla, occurring both on tree bases and 
on rocks. Other notables hereabouts included 
Heterocladium heteropterum var. flaccidum, 
Loeskeobryum brevirostre, Bryum sauteri (on soil 
over a small rock slab) and Hygroamblystegium 
fluviatile. Orthotrichum stramineum*, found in 
small quantity on sycamores at the lower end of 
the Heale Farm valley, was a useful vice-county 
record. Tom then followed Heale Down Lane 
eastwards back into the main Heddon valley, 
where he recorded, among others, Cephalozia 
lunulifolia and fruiting Diphyscium.
 The Braunton Burrows contingent were 
blessed by the detailed local knowledge of John 
and Mary Breeds. Arriving just as the overnight 
rain stopped, they parked at the Sandy Lane car 
park (SS462350) and set off westwards into the 
dunes. The Burrows are a very large system and 
include some of the highest dunes in Europe; in 
addition, the calcareous nature of much of the 
sand allows for an interesting flora, including 
several very rare phanerogams and the liverwort 
Petalophyllum ralfsii.
 The scrub woodland next to the car park 
was investigated briefly; it contained a number 
of the commoner epiphytes, but none were 

rFig. 12. Exploring a pond margin, Braunton Burrows. 
Paul Bowyer.
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rock nearby, and Frullania fragilifolia from 
another rock near the path. Campylopus fragilis 
and Saccogyna were also of interest hereabouts, 
while a voucher of Cynodontium bruntonii* was 
finally collected (by Sharon, from a boulder by 
the coast path).
 Before arriving at the main venue, Pete and 
Seán had digressed and checked the bank of the 
Taw north of Umberleigh (SS6024) in hopes 
of refinding Dendrocryphaea lamyana. This was 
duly sighted, together with Porella pinnata, 
Orthotrichum rivulare and Scleropodium cespitans. 
Once in the Heddon Valley they followed a course 
along the west side of the main valley, parallel 
to the main group, down to Heddon’s Mouth, 
recording mostly in SS6549. They produced 
an impressive list of 75 species, including 
Cephalozia lunulifolia, Cephaloziella divaricata, 
Riccia sorocarpa, Heterocladium heteropterum var. 
flaccidum and Pleuridium subulatum.
 Tom followed his own path from Hunter’s Inn 
into the Trentishoe valley, recording initially in 
SS6447; most of his records came from Parsonage 
Wood and then from the tributary valley leading 
south up towards Heale Farm. The bases of 
large ash trees in Parsonage Wood sported some 
Anomodon viticulosus and Porella platyphylla; 
the former is not a common plant in North 
Devon, but occurs locally in this area. Porella 
arboris-vitae was actually commoner here than 
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in the unrecorded monad of SS4320 just east of 
Buckland Brewer. This consisted of roadsides, 
woodland and a stream, and produced a useful 
list of 81 species; the most noteworthy was 
Zygodon rupestris.
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The Heddon Valley (SS6548/6549) attracted a 
considerable number of the remaining diehards. 
As it is a large, interesting and varied site, the 
group subdivided into three sections, all of 
whom sent in useful lists. Sharon, Agneta, 
Claire, Philippa and Chris started at the main 
National Trust car park near Hunters’ Inn and 
moved northwards along the east side of the 
valley, recording by monad as they went. 67 
species were recorded in SS6548, of which the 
most significant were probably Lejeunea cavifolia, 
Nowellia, Didymodon sinuosus, Physcomitrium 
pyriforme and Sciuro-hypnum populeum. SS6549 
produced 52, including Pseudephemerum and 
Ptilidium ciliare. On reaching the coast they 
turned east along the coastal slopes to the 
Hollow Brook waterfall in SS6649, recording a 
list of 57 species from this monad. There were 
some useful additions here; Jubula from the 
waterfall, Marchesinia from a presumably basic 

vFig. 11. Admiring Campylopus 
subulatus, Week Park. Chris 
Preston. 

rare. The open sandy ground beyond was well 
covered with a turf of common calcicole species 
(Barbula convoluta, B. unguiculata, Didymodon 
fallax, Homalothecium lutescens, Pseudocrossidium 
hornschuchianum, Trichostomum crispulum and 
others), with Brachythecium albicans in the more 
leached areas. Hopes of Brachythecium glareosum 
were raised at one point, but the specimen 
turned out to be a variant form of B. rutabulum; 
B. mildeanum, found nearby by Liz, gave some 
consolation. A fruiting Bryum from a slack, 
found by John, was later confirmed by Tom as B. 
caespiticium*, another wanted record.
 Lunch was taken by a pond at SS448356, 
after spending some time checking the mosses 
around the margins (Fig. 12). These included 
a wanted vice-county record in the shape of 
Hygroamblystegium varium*, found by George 
Greiff, and a good candidate for Drepanocladus 
polygamus which is still to be confirmed at the 
time of writing. Lunch over, the group headed 
gradually southwards, keeping their eyes open 
for Petalophyllum in the slacks on the way. A 
single rosette of this was spotted by Mark and 

P. platyphylla, occurring both on tree bases and 
on rocks. Other notables hereabouts included 
Heterocladium heteropterum var. flaccidum, 
Loeskeobryum brevirostre, Bryum sauteri (on soil 
over a small rock slab) and Hygroamblystegium 
fluviatile. Orthotrichum stramineum*, found in 
small quantity on sycamores at the lower end of 
the Heale Farm valley, was a useful vice-county 
record. Tom then followed Heale Down Lane 
eastwards back into the main Heddon valley, 
where he recorded, among others, Cephalozia 
lunulifolia and fruiting Diphyscium.
 The Braunton Burrows contingent were 
blessed by the detailed local knowledge of John 
and Mary Breeds. Arriving just as the overnight 
rain stopped, they parked at the Sandy Lane car 
park (SS462350) and set off westwards into the 
dunes. The Burrows are a very large system and 
include some of the highest dunes in Europe; in 
addition, the calcareous nature of much of the 
sand allows for an interesting flora, including 
several very rare phanerogams and the liverwort 
Petalophyllum ralfsii.
 The scrub woodland next to the car park 
was investigated briefly; it contained a number 
of the commoner epiphytes, but none were 

rFig. 12. Exploring a pond margin, Braunton Burrows. 
Paul Bowyer.
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pusilla, Archidium, Dicranella staphylina and 
Physcomitrium pyriforme.
 The total number of records made during 
the week was approximately 3800. Some 2000 
of these were new to their tetrads; considering 
that many of the venues were felt by we locals 
to have been well covered already, this is 
really encouraging. Fourteen new vice-county 
records or debracketings were made. I was also 
particularly pleased with the new records for 
such species as Porella pinnata, Dendrocryphaea 
lamyana, Fissidens fontanus and F. rivularis. My 
thanks go to all those who sent in records, and 
in particular to those who volunteered to go and 
check unworked areas not on the official list of 
sites. Thanks are also due to the management 
and staff of Hallsannery; to Mags Crittenden 
for organising the splendid communal meal 
on the Sunday evening; to whoever arranged 
the weather (the Yes Tor and Prewley Moor 
contingents might not agree); and finally to all 
those who attended and made the meeting the 
pleasure that it was.

Mark Pool
e mark.pool@care4free.net

Matt and was duly appreciated by those near 
enough to realise what was happening, but the 
best was yet to come; a healthy population of 
the plant was soon found in a nearby slack (Fig. 
13) and had most of the group on their hands 
and knees for some time! Anything after that was 
almost bound to be an anti-climax, but a few 
more useful tetrad records were found on the 
way back to the car park; the most interesting 
was probably yet another patch of Orthotrichum 
striatum.
 There were several other unofficial surveys 
during the week. The grounds of Hallsannery 
produced useful records of Fossombronia 
wondraczekii, Phaeoceros laevis and Tortella 
nitida. John and George looked at the Kipling 
Tors National Trust reserve at Westward Ho! 
(SS4228) and found 39 species of which the most 
noteworthy were Cololejeunea minutissima and 
Lophocolea fragrans. They went on to check the 
village of Littleham (SS4423), initially looking at 
the churchyard (Lejeunea lamacerina, Didymodon 
sinuosus and 22 others); they then visited a wooded 
stream gully and turned up 28 more, including 
Lophocolea fragrans, Fissidens celticus, F. crassipes 
and Heterocladium heteropterum var. flaccidum. 
The Rayners kindly checked the grounds of their 
accommodation (also in Littleham) and sent in a 
list of 25 species; notables included Fossombronia 

rFig. 13 Worshipping Petalophyllum, Braunton Burrows. 
Mary Breeds.

bryologists. Therefore, although it is difficult to 
find new species for Kerry, there are many sites 
of rare oceanic species yet to be discovered and 
documented. Fifteen bryologists were based in 
self-catering cottages near Kenmare, from where 
little explored valleys of the Macgillycuddy’s 
Reeks and the more remote, upper areas of the 
Killarney National Park were easily accessible. 
By complete coincidence, that was not realised 
until after the meeting, we were based on the 
Dunkerron estate, which was the home, between 
1830 and his death in 1848, of one of Ireland’s 
most important bryologists, Thomas Taylor, 
who described many bryophyte species new 
to science, and was co-author, with William 
Hooker, of Muscologia Britannica, amongst other 
publications. Attendees for all or part of the week 
were Alastair Stevenson, Caroline Pannell, Chris 
Preston, Claire Halpin, Clare Rickerby, Gordon 
Haycock, Jo Denyer (and Molly!), Joan Fallows, 

County Kerry is renowned for its rich 
and luxuriant bryophyte flora and 
is among the most important areas 

for bryophytes in Europe, with many oceanic 
bryophytes present that are found in very few 
other places in Ireland or Britain. This is due 
to the prevalent hyperoceanic climate, that 
combines high humidity, frequent rainfall, 
lots of cloud and mild temperatures with little 
frost. The county is host to a wide range of 
habitats, including rugged mountains, battered 
coastlines, soaking bogs, pristine lakes and lush 
forests, providing a variety of niches for a rich 
array of bryophytes. The bryophyte flora of 
Kerry has been well studied over the past 250 
years, more so than anywhere else in Ireland, 
including on BBS meetings in 1935, 1951, 
1983 and 2009, but only a small handful of 
people have explored the richest oceanic ravines, 
woodlands and corries in the past 30 years, with 
many rich sites never having been visited by 

BBS Summer meeting 2019: 
Kenmare, 7–13 July
Rory Hodd reports on the Society’s 
visit to the bryological fleshpots of 
Co. Kerry

rFig. 1. Coomloughra. Rory Hodd.




