
2 mm 5 mm

576

Leptobryum pyriforme
Golden Thread-moss

	 Key 143, 155

L. pyriforme has long (to 6 mm), narrow, widely spreading, shiny, yellow-green 
leaves with a wide nerve reaching the tip. Dark brown rhizoids, if visible near the 
base of the stem, are another useful diagnostic feature, as are the dark, purplish-
brown or black, club-shaped tubers which sometimes occur in abundance. The shiny 
brown, narrowly pear-shaped, horizontal or pendent 1.5–2.5 mm long capsules are 
held on a seta 1–3 cm long, and are unmistakable when present. Perfect specimens 
seen in perfect conditions with a ×20 hand lens may reveal the red-purple axillary 
hairs, but this definitive character is too difficult to see in the field to be a practicable 
field character.

Its shiny, translucent leaf cells, seen through a good hand lens, may help to 
distinguish L. pyriforme from large, narrow-leaved Didymodon species (D. insulanus, 
p. 463; D. fallax, p. 457) whose slightly roughened leaves are more opaque. Trichodon 
cylindricus (p. 342) and Dicranella staphylina (p. 369) can also be confused with 
L. pyriforme, but have paler, entirely subterranean tubers. Dicranella schreberiana 
(p. 368) has leaves that sheath the stem to a greater extent, and a shorter, wider tip.  
In addition, the uppermost leaves of D. schreberiana are not noticeably longer than 
the leaves below.

In many areas, L. pyriforme is most easily found as a weed in glasshouses, but it 
occurs in a range of natural habitats, including arable fields, margins of reservoirs, 
sandstone blocks and cliffs in woods, and even in deep shade on logs in damp 
woods. Relatively resistant to aerial pollution, it also occurs on the mortar of brick 
walls in cities.

2 mm

Splachnales

5 mm

Photos Jonathan Sleath & Michael Lüth (inset) Drawings Sean Edwards Text Bob Finch

Identification

Similar species

Habitat

Pear-shaped  
capsule


