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Jungermanniales

Radula aquilegia/carringtonii/holtii
Brown/Carrington’s/Holt’s Scalewort

These three species have shoots 1–2 (or 2.5) mm wide, and leaves less than 1.5 mm 
long and wide (or less than 1 mm in R. holtii). They are usually dark, and almost 
never have gemmae. The large leaf lobes of R. aquilegia are obviously convex and 
the lobule is inflated above the keel, so shoots do not look as flattened as in other 
Radula species. R. aquilegia is reddish-brown or brownish-olive, and yellowish-brown 
when dry. It grows up to 5 cm long. R. carringtonii is usually greyish or brownish–
green, and much flatter. R. holtii can be pale or dark, and is slender and flat. Male 
parts and perianths are on separate plants in R. aquilegia and R. carringtonii, but are 
produced on the same plant in R. holtii. R. holtii rarely produces its long, trumpet-
shaped perianths, but when present they will distinguish this species from all other 
liverworts.

R. complanata, R. lindenbergiana and R. voluta (p. 202) are always pale green, and 
are bigger (shoots up to about 3 mm wide, and leaves up to 1.5 mm long and wide). 
In addition, R. complanata and R. lindenbergiana may have gemmae. The colour of 
R. aquilegia makes it look similar to Frullania tamarisci (p. 211), but that species has 
underleaves. R. holtii is sometimes pale green, but always much smaller (shoots up 
to 1.8 mm wide).

R. aquilegia grows in sheltered, humid, shady places, usually on rocks over which 
water constantly trickles, or more rarely on trees, when it is paler. It also occurs on 
spongy, coastal cliff-top turf in Shetland. R. carringtonii favours wet, base-rich rocks 
and cliffs, often near the sea. R. holtii can be overlooked because it grows on deeply 
shaded, dripping rocks, in caves, by waterfalls or in ravines.
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