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keen to have another group meeting. We were 
based in Glendalough as this gives good access to 
the north and south of the county for recording 
(with an added bonus of being one of the most 
scenic areas in Co. Wicklow).  For the flora we 
are recording within every quadrant (5 km x 5 
km square) within the county, with the aim of 
visiting representative examples of all habitats 
within each quadrant. Rory and I had drawn 
up a list of hectads and quadrants which were 
potentially under-recorded. Each day the group 
divided into 3 smaller recording groups and 
people were free to choose from the suggested 
sites. There was a previous BBS summer meeting 
to Co. Wicklow in August 1975, organised by 
Donal Synnott (Synnott, 1976), so in 2019 we 
re-visited a few of the 1975 sites to see how much 
they had changed. Attendees were: Tom Blockeel, 
John Conaghan, Joanne Denyer, Maurice Eakin, 
Alexis Fitzgerald, Claire Halpin, Mark Hill, Rory 
Hodd, Aline Howarth, Daniel Kelly, Liz Kungu, 
Neil Lockhart, David Long, Criostóir Mac 

At the time of writing this, Dublin 
lockdown measures have increased and 
I (Jo) am confined to County Dublin 

for the next few weeks and unable to record in 
Co. Wicklow. October 2019 seems a long time 
ago, when we had visitors from across Ireland 
and the UK to join us for the BBS Wicklow field 
meeting. Initially this was planned to be ‘week 
one’ of the summer meeting.  But an unfortunate 
clash with the International Association of 
Bryologists’ meeting 2019 meant that very few 
people were able to attend. Moving the meeting 
to the autumn proved to be a popular decision 
and 20 people from England, Scotland, Wales 
and Ireland were able to attend for all or part of 
the four field days.
 The Irish Bryophyte Group are recording for a 
Bryophyte Flora of County Wicklow (vc H20). 
We held an informal meeting in April 2018 to 
launch the County Flora recording, which led to 
the discovery of two new species for Ireland (both 
records made by visiting bryologists). So we were 

BBS ‘Summer’ meeting 2019:
Wicklow, 18–21 October
Joanne Denyer and Rory Hodd look back nostalgically to the last BBS field 
meeting before the covid virus struck 

MeetingReport



    

it was a great first record of the meeting. Our 
plan for the morning was to meet as one group 
at the spectacular Powerscourt Waterfall, where 
the BBS had also met in 1975. As this didn’t 
open early enough for our keen bryologists, we 
made a quick stop on the way at the east end 
of Vartry Reservoir (O2003). Water levels were 
high, but 51 species were recorded from the 
masonry, boulders and wet woodland adjacent 
to the reservoir. 
 At Powerscourt Waterfall (O1912, O2012), 
we were delighted to be joined by nearly every 
currently active bryologist in Ireland and had 
to take a group photo to capture the occasion 

Cuirc, Margaret Norton, Kate-Marie O'Connor, 
Sharon Pilkington, Chris Preston, Gordon 
Rothero and Philippa Thompson.
In the following account, an asterisk (*) denotes 
an addition to the Census Catalogue for H20 or 
a first record since 1960.

Friday 18 October
Whilst we were gathering at the self-catering 
cottages on the first morning, David Long found 
the first ‘de-bracket’ of the meeting, Pogonatum 
nanum*, growing on a soil bank in the garden. 
This species is listed as Endangered on the Irish 
Bryophyte Red List (Lockhart et al., 2012) so 

Fig. 1. Panoramic view from the top of Lugnaquilla. Jo 
Denyer.

wFig. 2. The group on 
the first morning 
at Powerscourt 
Waterfall. Right to 
left: Neil Lockhart, 
Rory Hodd, Gordon 
Rothero, Joanne 
Denyer, Philippa 
Thompson, Maurice 
Eakin, Mark Hill, 
Chris Preston, Tom 
Blockeel, Daniel 
Kelly, Liz Kungu, 
David Long, 
Margaret Norton, 
Criostóir Mac Cuirc, 
Alexis Fitzgerald, 
Claire Halpin and 
Sharon Pilkington. 
John Conaghan.
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Irish Red List species Orthotrichum stramineum 
(Vulnerable) and Heterocladium wulfsbergii 
(Near Threatened) were recorded.
 After lunch, we split into three groups for 
the afternoon’s recording. Jo, Chris, Daniel and 
Mark stayed in hectad O21, but headed east to 
Kilmacanogue (O2414) where some very wet 
woodland by the road had a lovely ‘tussock’ of 
Plagiomnium ellipticum* (Figs 3, 4) and fruiting 
Oxyrrhynchium speciosum (Near Threatened). 
Whilst walking back to the car along a small lane 
Mark found Didymodon luridus* and Daniel 
Aloina ambigua* (Endangered), showing the 
value of paying attention to tarmac and car parks. 
After this they continued to their goal which was 
stubble fields that Jo had noticed at Windgate, 
to the north of Greystones (O2814). Daniel and 
Jo very much enjoyed exploring this habitat with 
the expertise of Chris and Mark, who are well 

(Fig. 2). Powerscourt Waterfall is one of only 
a few known sites in Ireland for Aulacomnium 
androgynum (Vulnerable), which was re-
found on the rocky slopes near the waterfall. 
Interestingly this was not recorded by the BBS in 
1975.  Despite this being a fairly well-recorded 
site, Tom Blockeel managed to find a new county 
record, Ulota intermedia* on a willow, and the 

rFig. 3. Chris and Mark examining a very wet woodland 
near Kilmcanogue. Jo Denyer.

sFig. 4. Impressive clump of Plagiomnium ellipticum* in 
wet woodland near Kilmcanogue. Jo Denyer.
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minutum, which is only known from a handful 
of sites in Co. Wicklow. It hadn’t been recorded 
at Lough Bray since the BBS visit in 1975, 
despite visits by a number of highly experienced 
bryologists since then. A final stop at a forestry 
track yielded the non-native liverwort Lophocolea 
semiteres* and Fossombronia incurva.
 The third group headed further west and 
explored upland woodland, forestry and river 
habitats at Cloghleagh Bridge (O0416), in the 
upper reaches of the Liffey catchment (Fig. 5). 
A total of 120 species was recorded from this 
site which is a good total for an east of Ireland 
general upland site. This included species which 
are uncommon (or under-recorded) in Co. 
Wicklow including Barbilophozia attenuata, 
Colura calyptrifolia, Tritomaria exsectiformis and 
Bryoerythrophyllum ferruginascens.

Saturday 19 October
Jo and Chris were keen to look at some more 
stubble fields as this isn’t a well recorded habitat 

used to arable fields back in Cambridgeshire. 
Sixteen species were recorded which is a good 
total for an Irish arable field. But the highlight 
was a species which has yet to have a name 
attached, but should be either Weissia longifolia 
or W.  wilsonii, either of which would be new 
to Ireland. The specimen lacked ripe capsules 
and so we await molecular data to confirm the 
species. After this excitement the group ended in 
the day in true Cambridgeshire style in Redford 
Cemetery (O2813), adding a good number of 
urban species to the square. 
 The second group explored completely 
different habitats in the Wicklow uplands at 
Upper Lough Bray (O1315). This is a site which 
had a number of interesting species recorded 
historically, but which repeated visits have not 
relocated (including a visit during the 1975 
meeting). David and Gordon led a group to have 
one more look for some of these rarities. This was 
unsuccessful, but they did record Anastrophyllum 

rFig. 5. Woodland at Cloghleagh Bridge. Rory Hodd.
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total of 19 species, including Bryum sauteri, 
B. subapiculatum, Ephemerum minutissimum and 
Fossombronia pusilla. Jo collected a specimen of 
the latter and used Liz’s expert tips to grow it on 
until the sporophytes were fully developed for 
identification. They then headed further down 
the valley to try to gain access to the riverbank 
across the railway. When this was finally 
managed, they were able to confirm the 1975 
report that ‘Woodland, railway track and riverside 

in Co. Wicklow. The local National Parks and 
Wildlife Service (NPWS) ranger had pointed 
us in the direction of some stubble fields in 
the Avoca valley (T2178) and so we headed 
off with Liz, Mark and Tom to explore these. 
One large field was found near Ballycoolen 
(T2178), in which the group recorded a high 

rFig. 6. Before the sun came out Lugnaquilla, North 
Prison. Philippa Thompson.

sFig. 7. Lugnaquilla, North Prison. Rory 
Hodd.
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(where accessible) and in adjacent woodland. 
Scleropodium cespitans* (Near Threatened) on 
road tarmac, Fossombronia pusilla on a track (Fig. 
8) and Trichocolea tomentella, Hygroamblystegium 
fluviatile (Near Threatened) and abundantly 
fruiting Hookeria lucens (Fig. 9) were highlights. 

here had little that was unusual’. However, 
woodland further up the valley (T2079) and 
Ballygannon Forest, near Rathdrum (T1889) 
was richer. In addition to typical woodland 
species, Tom found Haplomitrium hookeri on a 
damp track, Campylopus subulatus (Vulnerable) 
with Polytrichum commune var. perigoniale (Data 
Deficient) also on a forestry track and one of 
only two records of Ulota calvescens* (on willow) 
for the meeting. 
 The second group (David, Gordon, Rory, 
Philippa and Aline) headed up the north side 
of Wicklow’s, and Leinster’s, highest mountain, 
Lugnaquilla (925 m) into the imposing North 
Prison (Figs 6, 7). The weather wasn’t ideal, but 
they wanted to take advantage of there being no 
shooting in the military firing range in the Glen 
of Imaal that day. Over 100 species were recorded 
including Barbilophozia floerkei, Bazzania 
tricrenata, Douinia ovata, Gymnomitrion 
crenulatum, G.  obtusum (Near Threatened), 
Lophozia sudetica, Mylia taylorii, Plagiochila 
punctata, Plagiochila spinulosa, Solenostoma 
obovatum, Andreaea alpina, Campylopus 
atrovirens, Ditrichum zonatum (Endangered), 
Isothecium holtii, Kiaeria blyttii, Oligotrichum 
hercynicum, Oxystegus daldinianus, O. tenuirostris 
and Polytrichastrum alpinum. The highlights, 
growing on relentlessly acidic slopes close to 
the highest altitude reached during the day at 
around 700 m, being the montane specialists 
Lophozia opacifolia* (Vulnerable) and Ditrichum 
zonatum (Endangered). Despite the weather the 
group enjoyed themselves more than the 1975 
group who concluded ‘there was little variety to 
compensate for the arduous ascent’!
 The third group (Claire and Sharon) were 
joined by Criostóir Mac Cuirc and headed south 
to survey the Goldmine River and Coolgarrow 
(T1876). After some difficulties finding 
somewhere to park, they recorded along the river 

rFig. 8. Fossombronia pusilla spores from the Goldmine 
River. Claire Halpin.

sFig. 9. Fruiting Hookeria lucens from the Goldmine River. 
Claire Halpin.
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willow carr nearby, where they found more 
Trichocolea and Oxyrrhynchium speciosum. 
Walking back, they finished off by recording 
in the village of Woodenbridge (T1976), 
discovering Ephemerum minutissimum* and 
Weissia longifolia growing together in a weedy 
flowerbed. Oddly, W. longifolia (as var. longifolia) 
has never been recorded in Ireland and Sharon 
was kicking herself later when she realised a 

Around lunchtime the habitats became a bit 
uniform and they were unsure where to go 
next. By chance a local tenant farmer came by 
and Criostóir’s natural charm opened the way 
to private land in T1776. It’s a shame he had to 
leave then because hands-and-knees searching 
of a track 30 minutes later revealed Dicranella 
subulata* and lots of Blasia pusilla. Claire and 
Sharon then moved (squelched) into flushed 

vFig. 10. Liz and 
David on a 
forestry track at 
Ballygobban where 
nearly 100 species 
were recorded. Jo 
Denyer.

sFig. 11. Riccia subbifurca on the forest track at 
Ballygobban. Jo Denyer.

sFig. 12. Archidium alterniflorum on the forest track at 
Ballygobban Jo Denyer.
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than  Palustriella commutata  and  Campylium 
stellatum. By now it was time to start heading 
back, but they decided to stop at Annalecka 
Bridge on the way and this proved the most 
interesting site of the day! A pleasant hour 
was spent around the bridge and rocks in the 
brook, followed by a stroll along a forestry track 

voucher was needed and she hadn’t collected any.
 
Sunday 20 October
The first group (Sharon, Chris and Claire) set 
off to explore potentially interesting locations 
in the west of the county in N90 and N91. 
After an abortive attempt to find anywhere of 
interest around Newtown Marshes, they headed 
for Hollywood Glen (N9403), fortunately 
finding somewhere to park before a local 
football club arrived in droves for a training 
run. They explored the wet woodland along the 
Toor Brook, Chris finding his only specimen 
of Ulota calvescens* for the weekend and Sharon 
spotting  Colura calyptrifolia  on a willow. They 
then headed north towards Blessington, with a 
brief stop at a pond at the north end of the glen 
where they found scattered Riccia fluitans in the 
shallow water at the edge (previously recorded by 
Margaret Norton some years ago). They parked 
in Burgage and explored some of the Pollaphuca 
Reservoir shoreline over lunch, including 
several nice old willows which yielded Leucodon 
sciuroides  and  Orthotrichum tenellum  amongst 
other epiphytes. They then followed a boardwalk 
towards the N81, eventually locating the tufa 
spring area but finding nothing more interesting 

wFig. 13. 
Raffduffmore 
Bog, the only 
raised bog in 
Co. Wicklow. Jo 
Denyer.

sFig. 14. Mark Hill demonstrating the features of 
Sphagnum divinum and S. medium at Raffduffmore Bog. 
Jo Denyer.
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Bog (T0082), also in the west of the county and 
probably the only raised bog in Co. Wicklow. 
On the way they stopped at a forestry track (Fig. 
10) at the splendidly named Ballygobban Bridge 
(T0508). Forestry tracks in Co. Wicklow proved 
to be very rich and this was no exception with 
just under 100 species recorded including Blasia 
pusilla, Fossombronia incurva, Riccia subbifurca* 
(Fig. 11), Archidium alternifolium (Fig. 12), 

with an occasional grovel on hands and knees. 
This yielded the day’s highlight, Fossombronia 
incurva, amongst other forestry track specialities 
like  Bryoerythrophyllum ferruginascens  and 
Pseudocrossidium hornschuchianum.  The return 
to the car through dense conifers added Colura 
calyptrifolia  and  Calypogeia muelleriana  to the 
fairly respectable total of 84 species on the card.
The second group (Mark, Jo, Alexis, David, Liz 
and Katharine) had arranged to meet Daniel Kelly 
and his nephew Martin Kelly at Raffduffmore 

rFig. 15. Sphagnum divinum* at Raffduffmore Bog. Jo 
Denyer.

rFig. 16. Sphagnum medium* at Raffduffmore Bog. Jo 
Denyer.

sFig. 17. Kate, Philippa and Tom at Devil's Glen waterfall. 
Gordon Rothero.
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Wicklow for Jubula hutchinsiae, and the group 
found it in abundance in a side glen (but not in 
the main river). Despite this being a relatively 
well-recorded site, Tom found Trichostomum 
tenuirostre var. tenuirostre* on a boulder in a 
stream and Zygodon viridissimus var. stirtonii* on 
a base-rich rock face. We still have a few species 

Bryoerythrophyllum ferruginascens, Campylium 
protensum* and Polytrichastrum longisetum*. 
Onwards to the bog (Fig. 13) where Daniel 
and Martin kindly showed us around. As soon 
as we reached the previously cutover edge of 
the bog (now regenerating with bog pools), we 
found potential Sphagnum medium* growing on 
the bog and S. divinum* in the pool areas (Figs 
14–16). We were lucky to be able to explore 
the features of these species with Mark and he 
subsequently confirmed the identifications 
microscopically. The BBS had visited the bog 
in 1975 and recorded a more diverse bog flora 
including Pallavicinia lyellii and Sphagnum 
austinii, but these were not refound in our 2019 
visit. It may be that we didn’t explore the right 
area of the bog, such as cutover areas filled with 
dense Molinia, which is the favoured habitat of P. 
lyelii, and/or that the high bog area has dried out 
since 1975 and it will be worth a further visit to 
check. Later that afternoon the group recorded 
at Derreen River near Kiltegan (S9983) and 
along the Wicklow Way at Shellstown (T0482) 
(another forestry track with 60 species including 
Fossombronia pusilla and Phaeoceros laevis).
 The third group (Kate-Marie, Gordon, Tom 
and Philippa) explored one of Co. Wicklow’s 
best bryophyte sites, Devil’s Glen (T2398, 
T2399, T2498, T2499) in the east of the county 
(Fig. 17). This is a deep wooded river valley and 
supports species which require high humidity 
and are generally rare in the east of Ireland. It 
was a recording challenge as the site contains 
part of 4 separate 1 km squares, but the group 
did a great job in keeping the records separate 
whilst recording in difficult terrain. 110 species 
were recorded including Marchesinia mackaii, 
Plagiochila spinulosa, Porella pinnata, Saccogyna 
viticulosa, Anomodon viticulosus, Amphidium 
mougeotii, Hygrohypnum eugyrium and Isothecium 
holtii. This is one of only two known sites in 

sFig. 18. Douinia ovata on boulders, Lugnaquilla, South 
Prison. Jo Denyer.

sFig. 19. Kiaeria blyttii on boulders, Lugnaquilla, South 
Prison. Jo Denyer.
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(Fig. 18), Gymnomitrion crenulatum, G. obtusum, 
Plagiochila punctata, Andreaea alpina, Dicranum 
fuscescens, Diphyscium foliosum, Isothecium 
myosuroides var. brachythecioides, Kiaeria blyttii 
(Fig. 19), Oligotrichum hercynicum, Rhabdoweisia 
crenulata and R.  crispata. Rory did one of his 
disappearing into a hole tricks and emerged 
with Sphenolobopsis pearsonii* (Near Threatened) 
which was a big (and pleasant) surprise, being a 
mainly western species (Fig. 20). The boulders 
on the west were fairly acidic so the group 
headed over to the eastern side in search of 
more basic ground. Here they recorded Aneura 
pinguis, Tritomaria quinquedentata, Amphidium 
mougeotii, Blindia acuta, Bryum alpinum, 
B.  pseudotriquetrum, Oxystegus daldinianus, O. 
tenuirostris, Pohlia elongata var. elongata* (Near 
Threatened) and Tortella tortuosa, but there were 
no extensive areas of basic rock or flushing that 
we could find. Heading back over the valley to 
the eastern side Jo found Splachnum sphaericum, 
which is fairly uncommon in Co. Wicklow and 
satisfying to find as she’d been searching for it. 
Tom and Gordon continued to explore the 
corrie and Jo, Rory and Philippa were unable 
to resist the urge to head up the eastern side to 
explore higher ground and pop to the summit, 
as it was such a lovely day. In addition to adding 
Anastrophyllum minutum, Anthelia julacea and 
Ditrichum zonatum to the list, Rory found 
Oedipodium griffithianum*, new to the east of 
Ireland, in a few places on soil in shady crevices 
(Figs 21, 22). This is very uncommon in Ireland 
(Critically Endangered on the Red list), having 
recently been seen at only three other sites, so it 
was lovely to see it. At the summit we could see 
at least 14 Irish counties (and Wales) and it was 
definitely the best view of the trip (Fig. 1). 
 The third group (Mark, David, Chris and 
Liz) were pleased to be joined again by Irish 
bryologists Daniel, Alexis and Margaret. Daniel 

to find that have not been recorded since 1975, 
so the IBG will definitely be heading back when 
the river levels are lower.

Monday 21 October
On the last day, Jo and Rory wanted to explore 
the South Prison on Lugnaquilla (T0390, 
T0391). It took some persuasion, but they were 
delighted to be joined by Gordon (who hadn’t 
been keen to go back up Lugnaquilla again), Tom 
and Philippa (who needed no encouraging!). 
Unlike the Saturday visit to the North Prison in 
the fog, the day was sunny and dry. Feet however 
were soon very wet as Jo and Rory’s ‘short-cut’ 
on the way up turned out to be a zig-zag bog 
stomp, rather than the dry forestry track we 
had expected.  None of the group had been to 
the South Prison before and there was only one 
bryophyte record from this side of the mountain.  
As soon as we reached the boulders in the upper 
valley, interesting species were soon found by 
Rory, Tom and Gordon including Douinia ovata 

rFig. 20. The natural habitat of Rory and Sphenolobopsis 
pearsonii*, Lugnaquilla, South Prison. Jo Denyer.
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commune var. perigoniale and Sphagnum russowii 
(Near Threatened) were additional nice finds on 
the walk to the wood. For the final afternoon the 
group swapped the wild Wicklow uplands for 
Mount Usher Gardens near Ashford (T2796). 
Photo evidence clearly showed bryologists 
enjoying the Avoca café cake and coffee, but 
they must have been multitasking as they still 

(a woodland ecologist) took the group to 
Ballinagee Wood in the Wicklow Gap (O0302) 
which is a remnant oak woodland in amongst 
conifer plantation. Around 60 species were 
recorded from the small area of woodland. 
Mark found Didymodon icmadophilus* at the 
edge of a forest track and Colura calyptrifolia, 
Bryoerythrophyllum ferruginascens, Polytrichum 

rFig. 21. Rory and Philippa recording on the western slopes of Lugnaquilla, South Prison, where Ditrichum zonatum and 
Oedipodium griffithianum were recorded. Jo Denyer.

sFig. 22. Oedipodium griffithianum, western upper slopes 
of South Prison, Lugnaquilla. Jo Denyer.

sFig. 23. Hylocomiastrum umbratum at Glendalough. 
Sharon Pilkington.
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Vulnerable, 9 Near Threatened and 1 Data 
Deficient. Didymodon icmadophilus is currently 
classified as Regionally Extinct, but taxonomic 
changes and recent records means this no longer 
applies, although it is not clear yet how frequent 
it is. There were 24 New Vice County Records/ 
De-brackets (20 mosses and 4 liverworts) and 
one potential new species to Ireland (awaiting 
confirmation). Highlights also include a new 
altitude record for Lophozia incisa (910 m, just 
below the summit of Luganquilla) and a species-
rich arable field with 19 species recorded (near 
Avoca). Most importantly it was great to enjoy 
each other’s expertise and company, share meals 
and just a little bit of wine and whisky…
Thanks to everyone who joined us for all or part 
of the meeting, to Jon for childcare and meal 
cooking, Ann Fitzpatrick and Andrea Webb 
(NPWS) for useful site information and Sharon 
and Claire for contributing to the meeting write-
up.
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found time to record 74 species from the garden 
including Didymodon sinuosus*, Epipterygium 
tozeri, Lejeunea lamacerina, Oxyrrhynchium 
pumilum and Sciuro-hypnum populeum.
 Claire and Sharon also spent their last morning 
near the Wicklow Gap on Fair Mountain 
(O0600), to investigate some promising-looking 
crags and montane habitats. 113 taxa were 
recorded in the square, including Gymnomitrion 
crenulatum, Mylia taylorii and fruiting Dicranum 
scottianum high on a vertigo-inducing crag and 
Bryum bornholmense (Near Threatened) on soil 
under conifers. Pohlia flexuosa* was collected 
on a damp slope and there was much debate 
about whether a distinctive-looking Polytrichum 
commune on a forestry track could be var. 
perigoniale (it wasn’t). Before the light faded, 
they stopped at Glendalough on their way back 
to Laragh and did a bit of recording in T1196. 
Dodging hordes of curious tourists, they found 
a new site for Hylocomiastrum umbratum (Near 
Threatened), growing brazenly on a boulder right 
next to a path (Fig. 23). (Very) wet woodland 
below the path was also interesting and added 
Atrichum crispum, Dicranodontium denudatum 
and Sphagnum girgensohnii (Near Threatened) to 
the card. 
 The day ended with a pub meal in Laragh 
where the whole group relaxed after a very 
productive and enjoyable four days in the field. 

Summary
We visited a wide range of habitats from coastal 
arable fields to the highest point in Wicklow, 
Lugnaquilla (925 m). Over 2100 records were 
made for c. 350 taxa. Records were made from 
24 quadrants (5 km x 5 km squares) in 16 
hectads.  This is just under 25% of all quadrants 
in Co. Wicklow so great progress was made. 
The records include 18 Red listed bryophytes: 
1 Critically Endangered, 3 Endangered, 4 
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