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Spotlight

A coincidence of elders 
 Whilst dog walking near his home near Chichester on 10 March 2020 Howard was very 
surprised to find Scleropodium cespitans on the trunks of three elders in a corner of an arable field. 
Such was his excitement that he immediately emailed Jeff. On 15 March 2020 Jeff was leading a 
bryological excursion to Big Wood, an isolated patch of ancient oak woodland in the middle of 
Hampstead Garden Suburb less than eight miles from central London. He also found the same 
moss not only on an elder but also on an ash trunk. The Chichester associates were Amblystegium 
serpens, Brachythecium rutabulum, Rhynchostegium confertum, Homalothecium sericeum, Syntrichia 
laevipila, S. papillosa and Zygodon viridissimus and those in Big Wood the same first three species 
plus Cololejeunea minutissima, Metzgeria furcata, Orthotrichum affine and O. pulchellum.
 As far as we can recall this must rank as one of the most remarkable coincidences in our 
combined bryological age of 94 years. New records ranging from NVCRs to squares of different 
sizes are grist to the mill for field bryologists: there cannot be a single local meeting of the BBS 
that has failed to yield something new. In contrast, coincidences hardly ever figure. So, what 
might be concluded from this one which clearly highlights the benefits of on-line bryological 
badinage? There must be an awful lot of Scleropodium cespitans waiting to be discovered on 
elders away from water, in addition to its usual habitats which range from riparian tree bases and 
masonry to limestone crags and to tarmac where, in Mid West Wales, Tom Ottley tells us that 
it is an increasing species. The only previous elder record we have traced is by the River Cam in 
Cambridgeshire. Just as tarmac in our bryological lifetimes has proved a rich hunting ground for 
Didymodon nicholsonii, Syntrichia latifolia, S. virescens and now Scleropodium cespitans we should 
now be looking afresh at elders everywhere.
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