
Weissia squarrosa in Britain 

Hill MO, Preston CD, Smith AJE. 1992. Atlas of the 
bryophytes of Britain and Ireland. Volume 2. Mosses (except 
Diplolepideae). Colchester: Harley Books. 

Nicholson WE. 1908. The mosses of Sussex. Hastings and 
East Sussex Naturalist 1: 79-110. 

Nyholm E. 1989. Illustrated flora of Nordic mosses. Fasc. 2. 
Pottiaceae-Splachnaceae-S chistostegaceae. Copenhagen & 
Lund: Nordic Bryological Society. 

Porley RD. 2000. Bryophytes of arable fields : current state 
of knowledge and conservation. In: Wilson P, King M, 
eds. Fields of vision: a future for Britain's arable plants. 
London: Plantlife, 8-19. 

Preston CD, Hill MO. 2004. Bryophyte records. Nature in 
Cambridgeshire 46: 90-93. 

Smith AJE. 1978. The moss flora of Britain and Ireland. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Smith AJE. 2004. The moss flora of Britain and Ireland, znci ed. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Touw A, Rubers WV. 1989. De Nederlandse bladmossen. 
Utrecht: Stichting Uitgeverij Koninklijke Nederlandse 
N atuurhistorische V ereniging. 

UK Biodiversity Group. 1999. Tranche 2 Action Plans. 
Volume VI - terrestrial and freshwater species and habitats. 
Peterborough: English Nature. 

Pterigynandru1n filifor1ne: an 
addition to the 'montane' bryoflora 

of Suffolk 

Richard Fisk 

35 Fair Close1 Beccles1 Suffolk) NR34 9QR 

Locality and habitat of Pterigynandrum 
filiforme in Suffolk 

At the end of January 2005 I was recording 
bryophytes in a previously unvisited tetrad in 
King's Forest Wordwell to the south of Brandon 
in West Suffolk (v.-c. 26) .  I had struggled to 
reach 30 species by lunchtime, and had more or 
less  decided to move elsewhere. However, I 
thought that a few minutes in an area where 
there were some beech trees might be well 
spent. This did indeed add a few records but I 
then came to an open area with some silver 
birch and what at flrst I took to be ash trees 
(Figure 1) . The flrst tree that I looked at had a 
small patch of a curious moss with curved, 
thread-like branches (Figure 2) . Knowing that 
Pterogonium gracile had been recorded in the early 
1900s from Icklingham, just three miles away, I 
at once assumed that I had refound that species, 
and it was only later that its true identity was 
revealed to be Pteri.J!Jinandrum .filiform e. 

Smith (2004) describes the distribution of 
Pteri.J!Jinandrum as boreal-montane, and states that 
it occurs in montane and northern Europe. Its 
appearance in the lowlands of Suffolk is 
therefore something of a mystery. The map in 
the Atlas (Hill, Preston & Smith, 2004) shows 
how far from home it is. The tree on which it 
was growing turned out to be a species of Acer, 
as yet to be identifled. Forest Enterprise records 
only show that the area was planted with mixed 
broadleaf trees in 1955 .  

Whilst I was still under the impression that I had 
refound Pterogonium, I obtained permission from 
the Elveden estate to visit the site of the old 
record at Icklingham. It was reported as occurring 
on the base of a poplar. There are some very old 
black poplars still at the site and it was 
undoubtedly on one of them that the Pterogonium 
had been found. There is no sign of it now, and 
the bark of the trees is so dry, hard and deeply 
furrowed that I could flnd no moss of any sort. 
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As a follow-up, I borrowed a specimen of 
Pterogonium from NWH that had been collected 
by Arthur Mayfield from 'base of poplar' at 
Icklingham in 1919; it is correctly named. 

Two trees of the same Acer species adjacent to 
that with Ptengynandrum had numerous tufts of 
Orthotrichum stramineum, which was also new to 
v.-c. 26. 0. fyellii and Met;;:geria furcata were 
abundant on another tree, and Lophocolea semiteres 

was in the same area, so I ended up with quite 
an interesting list. 
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Figure 1. Habitat of Pterigynandrum ftliforme at King's Forest Wordwell, Suffolk. Photo: 
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Richard Fisk. 

Figure 2. Pterigynandrum ftliforme on Acer species at King's Forest Wordwell, Suffolk. Photo: Richard 
Fisk. 


