
'Natural Talent' 

diverse as beetles, flies, freshwater and grassland 
conservation, lichens and bryophytes .  
Apprenticeships will last from 1 2-1 8 months and 
will consist of a series of placements with 
conservation agencies in Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. Natural Talent launches with an open 
day at SAC Auchincruive in Ayr on 26 August 
where applicants can participate in workshops, 

talk to the hosts of the apprenticeships and 
generally ftnd out more about what's involved 
and how to apply. 

For more information and to register for the 
event please contact BTCV Scotland, Balallan 
House, 24 Allan Park, Stirling, FK8 2QG (e-mail: 
Natural-Talent@btcv.org.uk; tel: 01786 479697) . 

Rare and interesting bryophytes in 
Britain and Ireland 

M.O .  Hill 

CEH Monks Wood, Abbots Ripton) Huntingdon) Cambs) PE28 2LS/ moh@ceh.ac.uk 

Categories of interesting record 

A Altitude. A record from an unusually high or 
low altitude. 

D Dispersing. New records of a species that may 
be increasing in frequency. 

F Fruiting. Fruiting material of a rarely fruiting 
species .  

G Gametangia. Male or female organs present in 
a species in which sex organs are rarely 
found, or in which one sex is rarely found. 

H Habitat. A record of a species in an unusual 
habitat. 

N National. A new site for a nationally rare 
species .  

P Previousfy under-recorded. A species that may be 
frequent but which appears to have been 
overlooked in the past. 

R Rare. A second or occasionally a third or 
fourth record for a vice-county of a 
regionally rare species .  

S Status. A status report for a Red Data Book 
or other notable species at a known site. 

V Vegetativefy reproducing. A record of tubers, 
gemmae, bulbils or protonema-gemmae on a 

species from which they have rarely been 
reported. 

Liverworts 

18.2. CephalozieUa elachista. 45: on Sphagnum subnitens 
in peat-cutting on raised bog, 75 m alt., Esgym 
Bottom, SM976347, 2005, Bosanquet. Confirmation 
of the continued presence of C. elachista at its only 
known Welsh site, where it was collected previously 
by J .A. Paton in 1 980. S. 

21.3. Barbilophozia Doerkei 63: on Sphagnum 
denticulatum among low Vaccinium myrtillus and 
Deschampsia jlexuosa, sheltered north-facing 45° slope 
of gully, 340 m alt., Reynard Clough, S of Holmfirth, 
SE1351 704912, 2002, Finch, conf. Blockeel. Three 
ripe black capsules exserted on setae to 8 .8  mm and 
one green capsule still in perianth on 1 8  October; 
male stems and sterile perianths also present. F. 

64.6. Fossombronia maritima. 45: abundant on damp 
ground on tracks through heathland with Riccia 
bryrichiana and R subbifurca, 55 m alt., Ramsey Island, 
SM6923 and SM7023, 2005, Bosanquet. Second 
Pembrokeshire and third Welsh colony. R. 

69.1. Blasia pusilla. 57: on wet peat/ shale substrate on 
steep bank on moorland edge, 3 1 5  m alt., Callow, 
near Hathersage, SK25081 9, 2006, Blockeel 35/007. 
G=a-flasks present in abundance. Second recent 
record for the county and first since 1 986.  R. 
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Field Bryology number 89 

Mosses 

14.6. Ditrichum heteromallum. 91: fairly bare, level 
sand ground beside sheltered track through 
plantation, 190 m alt., near Tillyfumerie, SW of 
Banchory, N065488858, 2005, Finch, conf. Hill. 

Tubers few, but conforming exacdy to the shape 
shown by Risse (1 985) ,  and with the same annular 
marks on cell surface (Figure 1) .  This is the first 
confirmed record with tubers in Britain. V. 

21.x. Cynodontium sp. 28: epiphytic on 50-year-old 
pear tree in commercial orchard, 2 m alt., Walsoken, 
Great Burrett Field, TF485 1 1 2, 2005, Stevenson, 
conf. Blockeel. Impossible to identify in the absence 
of fruit, but the balance of probabilities favours 
either C. po!Jcarpon or C. strumiferum. D, H, N. 

34.6. Fissidens incurvus. 32: patches of bare clay soil 
in an old orchard, close to a new housing estate, 55 
m alt. , Wilson's Orchard, Northampton, SP785606, 
2005, Carter, conf. Preston. Small tubers, typically 2 
cells, 50-60 x 20-30 flm, present on fine rhizoids 
(Figure 2) . Tubers not previously recorded in the 
British Isles. Plants fruiting, with many mature 
capsules shedding spores on 1 February. V. 

35.1. Octodiceras fontanum. 45: locally abundant on 
shaded walls in river, 3 m alt., Western Cleddau, 
Haverfordwest town centre, SM955156 ,  2005, 
Bosanquet, Chater & Preston. Confirmation of only 
known extant colony in Wales despite major 
construction work. Recorded previously at 
Haverfordwest in 1 983 by T.L. Blockeel and on the 
Wye at Lady Park Wood (v.-c. 35) by the BBS in 
1 9  54 but never relocated there. S. 

38.12.b. Weissia Jongifolia var. angustifolia x 

Weissia ?controversa. 29: SW-facing bank in chalk 
grassland, 60 m alt., Devil's Dyke, near Newmarket, 
TL630604, 2006, Ghullam, conf. Holyoak. Hybrid 
with moderately short seta growing intimately mixed 
with W longifolia and a plant with immature capsules 
on a full-length seta, either W controversa or W. 
bracf?ycarpa. R. 

54.16. Didymodon tomaculosus. 2: lowest part of 
barley stubble field on reddish loam soil, pH 6 . 1 ,  
1 50 m alt., NW of Pendriscott, Duloe parish, 
SX1 97581 ,  2006, Pearman & Preston. Third record 
from v.-c. 2. N. 

57.1. Pterygoneurum ovatum. 29: with Dipsacus 
fullonum, Epilobium spp, Lophocolea bidentata, etc. on 
open slope in Oxford Clay pit abandoned in 1 950s 
but still only partially colonised by vascular plants, 
10 m alt. , Kings Dyke Nature Reserve, Whitdesey, 
TL250974, 2005, Walker, conf. Hill. This nationally 
scarce and declining species was recorded in at least 
14 sites on chalk in Cambridgeshire between 19 50 
and 1977, but had not been seen since then. R. 
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Figure 1. Rhizoidal tuber of Ditrichum heteromal/um from 
near Banchory, Scodand (v.-c. 91). One of the characteristic 
annular markings can be seen at the top right of the large 
cell in the centre of the tuber. Photo: R.A. Finch. 

Figure 2. Rhizoidal tuber of Fissidens incurvus from 
Northamptonshire (v.-c. 32). Photo: R.H. Carter. 

58.4. Aloina ambigua. 16: on a brownfield roof, 50 m 
alt., Laban Dance Centre, Creekside, Deptford, 
London, TQ375774, 2004, Moller, conf. Hill. First 
record from a green roof of a species formerly well 
known as a colonist of mud-capped walls; the roof 
was constructed with soil excavated from the 
building ground. H. 

65.6. Syntrichia virescens. 29: frequent on base of 
large ash in parkland, 80 m alt., Odsey Park, 
TL29353790, 2006, Preston. Sporophytes were 
present as young setae on 21 January and have been 
recorded in a few sites in Cambridgeshire in recent 
years. Some older leaves of vegetative plants also 
bore 'costal gemmae' along the ventral side of the 
rnidrib and a few 'juvenile plants', just as illustrated 
by Gallego (2005, Figure 10e) . Such structures are 
known from mainland Europe, where they are 
apparendy rare, but have not hitherto been recorded 
in Britain. The gemmae were firmly attached and 



Rare and interesting bryophytes 

Gallego suggests that they may be produced in 
response to stress. They appear to have more in 
common with the 'regenerants' described for 
liverworts by Paton (1 999) than with the readily 
dispersed gemmae of S. latifolia and S. papillosa, 
though they may suggest a way in which the latter 
could evolve. F, V. 

68.16. Schistidium crassipilum. 28: epiphytic on 50-
year-old Cox's Orange Pippin in commercial 
orchard, 58 m alt., Flitcham, the Royal Orchards at 
Paston's Clump, TF721 9281 7, 2006, Stevenson, 
conf. Bosanquet. Identified in the absence of 
capsules by stem with central strand, slightly toothed 
leaf margin and bistratose lamina. H. 

88.2. Splachnum ampullaceum. 9: on cattle dung in 
wet heath by ditch, Decoy Heath, Morden Bog 
NNR, SY9091 ,  2005, Branson & Edwards . First 
record from the county since 1 965, responding to 
recent reintroduction of grazing to the heath. R. 

97.19. Bryum donianum. 3: on well-drained soil at 
foot of sheltered N-facing wall, 35 m alt., 
Homeyard Botanic Gardens, Shaldon, SX93457205, 
2003, Pool. Fruiting rare; the colony had produced 
several dozen capsules, all of which were immature 
on 12 May. 3: on sheltered soil of border, 60 m alt., 
St Thomas' churchyard, Bovey Tracey, 
SX82057865,  2006, Pool. Two sporophytes present 
on 1 7  March: an immature capsule and an elongated 
seta. F. 

97.41. Bryum klinggraeffli. 29: moist chalky mud at 
bottom of ditch, near Little Wilbraham, TL534581 ,  
2005, Hill. Second British record with sporophytes, 
which were immature, just emerging as spears from 
perichaetia on 12 November. F. 

153.6. Amblystegium radicale. 2: wheat stubble field 
on reddish loam soil, pH 6.2, 1 60 m alt., between 
road and Benoak Plantation, E of Herodsfoot, 
SX228606, 2006, Pearman & Preston, conf. 

Holyoak. Second record from v.-c. 2 of a nationally 
rare species which has recently been found in several 
new localities .  N. 

157.3. Drepanocladus sendtneri. H26: moderately 
abundant in basin of turlough, flooded for 3-6 
months in winter, with Callier;gon giganteum, Agrostis 
sto!onifora, Carex spp, Eleocharis palustris and Potentilla 
anserina, 37 m alt. ,  Skealoghan turlough, 5 km east of 
Ballinrobe, M245262, 2005, Maher & Moran, conf. 
Hill. Second locality of a species not seen in the 
county since 1 953 and with only one other post-
1 970 Irish record. N. 

170.1. Scleropodium purum (Pseudoscleropodium 
purum). 29: epiphytic on 28-year-old tree in 
commercial orchard, 2 m alt., Highfield Farm, 
Popple Drove, Leverington Common, TF406091 ,  
2006, Stevenson. Curiously, the plant did not appear 
to be present anywhere amongst the ground flora in 
the orchard. H. 

Contributors of records and people who have 
checked them 

T.L. Blockeel, A.P. Branson, R.H. Carter, A.O. Chater, 
B. Edwards, R.A. Finch, M.P. Ghullam, M.O.  Hill, D.T. 
Holyoak, C. Maher, M. Moller, J. Moran, D .A. Pearman, 
M. Pool, C.D. Preston, C.R. Stevenson, K.J. Walker. 
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Research and herbaria 

The Rev. David Royce bryophyte collection 

Bristol Museum and Art Gallery recendy 
computer documented this small collection on 
loan from the Management Committee of St 
Edwards Hall, Stow on the Wold. Rev. Royce's 
collection consists of 46 packets of mosses 
mainly collected by G. Holmes but also 

including some specimens collected by H. 
Wager and T. Rogers .  The specimens were 
collected between 1 879 and 1 894. The Holmes 
specimens were collected from v.-c. 33 and 34; 
the Wager specimens are from v.-c. 97 and the 
Rogers specimen is from v.-c. 64. 
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