
Book reviews 

archipelago and useful bibliographies .  The text is 
in two parallel columns, respectively m 

Portuguese and in English. 

A lengthy introductory chapter covers patterns 
of biodiversity and species richness, often 
making interesting comparisons between 
taxonomic groups. For example, species totals 
for the Azores as a whole are given as 851  
Spermatophyta, 71 Pteridophyta, 437 Bryophyta, 
1 1 1  non-marine Mollusca and 2,1 96 
Arthropoda. The proportion of endemic species 
is as high as 44% of the Mollusca, about 7% for 
vascular plants, but only 2% of bryophytes (nine 
species) . It is suggested that the low proportion 
of endemics among bryophytes compared to 
other groups is probably related to their high 
dispersal ability. Comparisons between islands 
show that S. Miguel and Terceira are the richest 
islands in bryophyte species (with 75% and 73% 
of all recorded Azorean bryophyte species) , 
whilst the smaller islands (Corvo, Graciosa and 
S. Maria) have fewer recorded species .  Another 
introductory chapter considers the use of 
Atlantis-Tierra 2.0 and GIS Environmental 
Information to predict the spatial distribution 
and habitat suitability of endemic spec1es as a 
tool for their conservation. 

The bulk of the book consists of annotated 
checklists for different groups of organisms. The 
section on bryophytes is on pages 1 1 7- 129, with 
an appendix of uncertain records on page 224. It 
is co-authored by Rosalina Gabriel, Erik 
Sjogren, Rene Schumacker, Cecilia Sergio, ]an
Peter Frahm and Eva Sousa, a team of authors 
that includes most of the bryologists who have 
been active in the Azores in recent years . The 
list is fully up to date, including 'new records 
(localities, islands or archipelago) and taxonomic 
notes [that] will be published elsewhere (Gabriel 
et al. , in preparation) ' .  Hence it provides a useful 
supplement to the more detailed checklist by 
Sjogren (2001) .  A tabular presentation shows the 
distribution of each species on each island of the 
Azores, with annotations distinguishing taxa 
endemic respectively to the Azores, Macaronesia 
as a whole or Europe as a whole. 

Reference 

Sjogren E. 2001. Distribution of Azorean bryophytes up 
to 1999, their island distribution and information on 
their presence elsewhere, including Madeira and the 
Canary Islands. Boletim do Museu Municipal do Funchal, 
Suppl. 7: 1-89. 

D. T Hojyoak 

Society business 

Future meetings of the Society 

Members are reminded to read the BBS Safety Code, 
which was published in Bulletin 43 and is available from 
local secretaries for inspection during BBS meetings. 
Please inform local secretaries well in advance if you 
intend to j oin a meeting, even if you are not staying at 
the headquarters accommodation. 

Annual General Meeting and Bryological 
Symposium 2006, Hatfield, 9-10 September 

Local secretary: Dr M.A.S. Button, School of Life 
Sciences, University of Hertfordshire, Hatfield, Herts, 

AL10 9AB; tel: 01 707 284517; e-mail: 
m.a.burton@herts.ac.uk. 

The 2006 AGM and Bryological Symposium will be 
held in Hatfield, Hertfordshire at  the De Havilland 
Campus, University of Hertfordshire. Accommodation 
will, as usual, be available from Friday night. 

Hatfield has a mainline rail service. For those travelling 
from further afield, Luton and Stansted airports are 
within reach: airport coaches link the University campus 
with them and with Heathrow. 
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The Annual General Meeting will b e  held a t  4.00 p.m. 
at the School of Life Sciences, University of 
Hertfordshire. The agenda is as follows: 

1 .  Apologies for absence 
2. Minutes of the last AGM, Bangor, 2005 (see pp SS-

57 of this issue of Field Bryology) 
3.  Matters arising 
4. Accounts and Treasurer's report for 2005 (see pp 

52-SS of this issue of Field Bryology) 
5 .  Reports of other Officers for 2005 (see pp 57-62 of 

this issue of Field Bryology) 
6 .  Report from Council 
7. Election of Officers (see pp 62-63 of this issue of 

Field Bryology) 
a) Treasurer 
b) Bulletin Editor 
c) Reading Circle Secretary 
d) Recorder for Mosses 
e) Website Editor 

8. Election of Elected Members of Council (see pp 62-
63 of this issue of Field Bryology) 

9 .  To consider the report on pp 63-65 of this issue of 
Field Bryology on the future of the BBS library and to 
approve the recommendation therein 

1 0 .  To consider the report on pp 65-66 of this issue of 
Field Bryology setting out the arrangements for on-line 
production of the J ourna! of Bryo!ogy and to approve 
the recommendations therein 

1 1 .  To appoint a Managing Editor for the Journal of 
Bryology for an initial period of two years 

12.  Independent examiner for the BBS accounts 
1 3 .  Place and date of the next Annual General Meeting 
1 4. Other future meetings 
1 5 .  Any other business 

Spring field meeting 2007, Northamptonshire, 12-18 
April 

Joint local secretaries: Rachel Carter, 6 Church View, 
Wootton, Northampton, NN4 7LJ; Joan James, 3 
Finedon Hall, Mackworth Drive, Finedon, 
Wellingborough, NN9 SNL; j oint e-mail address:  
BBSspring2007 @googlemail.com. 

Many people pass through Northamptonshire; few 
people stop there. Why should bryologists be any 
different? Superficially there is little to attract them; 
crossed by major roads, with container depots at every 
junction, and the fields in between intensively cultivated, 
Northamptonshire has no tracts of open countryside. 
But surely the home county of H.N. Dixon must have 
something to offer? 
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There are pretty ironstone villages wi th  churches and 
byways which Dixon might still recognise. There is 
plenty of woodland, from small copses to sizeable 
forests. Old ironstone workings have left quarries, 
recent gravel extraction has left a chain of gravel pits 
along the Nene valley, and there are several small 
reservoirs with interesting bryophytes at the margins :  
the Red Data book species Ephemerum cohaerens was 
found recently at Daventty and Welford. Many of the 
railway lines which Dixon would have travelled along 
are now disused, providing more good bryophyte 
habitat. 

Northamptonshire is an under-recorded county but it 
has hidden treasures : we are hoping that BBS members 
will help to discover them. 

The headquarters for the meeting will be Moulton 
College, which is located just to the north of 
Northampton. We have reserved 30 en-suite single 
bedrooms. B&B will cost between £28 and £30.  Please 
let us know as soon as possible if you would like to 
book one of these rooms. Evening meals and packed 
lunches can be ordered in advance, nearer the time. 

If you would like more information about Moulton 
College, please visit their website, www.moulton.ac.uk. 
It provides maps and useful information about 
accessibility by road and rail. If you do not have access 
to the internet but would like the information, please 
contact J oan. 

Summer field meeting 2007, Mull 

Local secretary: Mark Lawley, 1 2A Castleview Terrace, 
Ludlow, SY8 2NG; e-mail: m.lawley@virgin.net. 

Our main meeting in summer 2007 will be held on the 
island of Mull (vice-county 1 03) , off the west coast of 
Scotland. The BBS has not hitherto met on Mull. 
Details and dates remain to be confirmed; 7-14 July is 
one possibility. If you would like to attend this meeting, 
but bringing the meeting back or forward by a week 
would be more convenient for you, please let me know 
well in advance of the deadline for receipt of copy for 
the next issue of Field Bryology. 

Would any BBS member or members like to organise a 
few days' bryologising in the Scottish borders 
immediately before and/ or after the week on Mull? This 
would provide members travelling to and from Mull 
with a chance to break their journey while recording 
neglected terrain in advance of the new Atlas. Please 
contact me if you can arrange something. It would be 
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helpful to advertise details of this part of the meeting in 
the next issue of Field Bryo!ogy. 

Annual General Meeting and paper-reading session 
2007, Liverpool, 29-30 September 

Local secretary: John Edmondson, World Museum 
Liverpool, William Brown Street, Liverpool, L3 8EN; 
tel: 0151  478 4370; e-mail: john.edmondson 
@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk. 

Next year's AGM will be held in Liverpool on Saturday 
29 September, and is to be hosted by the National 

Museums Liverpool. It will be followed by a field 
meeting in v.-c. 59 (South Lancashire) on Sunday 30 
September. 

The theme of the paper-reading session will be 
'Bryology and bryologists, past present and future' and 
will be predominantly historical. To cater for future 
bryologists, an identification workshop will be available 
on Saturday morning at which beginners will be 
particularly welcome. 

The local secretary would be grateful to receive offers of 
papers. 

Other bryological meetings and courses in 2006 

Identification Masterclasses, 2006 

Identification Masterclasses are advanced species 
identification courses, designed for those who already 
have some experience of particular habitats or species 
groups but want to adopt a more critical approach to 
identification. They are run by the University of 
Birmingham, the Field Studies Council and the Natural 
History Museum. 

The courses include an optional mock exam, which is 
designed to test your skills and help you decide whether 
you are ready to take one of the Identification 
Qualification (IdQ) exams offered by the Natural 
History Museum. IdQs represent the pinnacle of 
identification qualifications. 

The following Masterclasses are planned for 2006: 

• Aquatic macrophytes (31 July - 4 August) 
• Bryophytes ( 4-8 September) 

Courses take place at the Preston Montford Field 
Centre in Shropshire. For more information please see: 

http:/ /www.biosciences.bham.ac.uk/tpd/Masterclasses.htm; 
or 
http:/ /www.nhm.ac.uk/research-curation/postgraduate/idq 

Alternatively, contact Sarah Whild, course director, at 
s . j .whild@bham.ac.uk. 

Membership subscriptions for 2006 

If any members have not  yet paid their subscriptions for 
2006, please could they put matters in hand as soon as 
possible? At the time of writing (late April) there were 
still over fifty people whose payments were outstanding. 
Instructions about payment can be found on the 
Society's web site (www.britishbryologicalsociety.org. uk; 

from the home page follow the link 'About the BBS', 
then 'Membership' and finally join Us!') ,  or by 
contacting me at the address below. 

Mark Pool (Membership Secretary), 91 Warbro Road, Torquqy, 
TQ 1 3PS, UK; e-mai!: Mark.Poo!@care4.free.net. 
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BBS accounts 

British Bryological Society: Income and expenditure account for the year ended 31 
December 2005 

General Fund 

Income 
Interest 
Subscriptions 
Income tax repayment (under Gift Aid) 
Sales of publications, etc 

Journal ofBryology 
Census Catalogue 
Other publications 
Lenses and forceps 

Reading Circle 
Postage and sundries 
AGM and other meetings 

Expenditure 
Production and distribution 

Journal ofBryology 
Field Bryology 
Membership list 
Field Guide 

Purchases for resale (publications, lenses, forceps) 
Library purchases 
AGM and other meetings 
Officers' expenses 
Reading Circle 
Insurance 
Bank charges and sundries 

Surplus for year 

Unrealised gain on investments 

Net surplus for year 

Bequest and Donation Fund 

Bequests and donations (net) 
Interest 
Awards 

(Deficit)/ surplus for year 

Unrealised gain on investments 

Net surplus for year 

52 

Note 

1 

2 

1 
3 

4 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10  

7 

2005 2004 
£ £ 

2,252 1 ,954 
1 1 ,363 1 1 ,495 

1 ,315  1 ,333 

1 3,839 12,1 71  
60  143 

1 82 248 
212 528 
1 1 7  82 
3 1 1  373 
440 600 

30,091 28,927 

1 7,982 1 6,574 
6,808 6,1 14  

609 540 
586 

1 ,023 
284 3 1 1  

1 ,872 2,483 
296 493 

91 1 1 5  
41 9 405 
201 407 

29,148 28,465 

943 462 

4,502 2,1 81 

5,445 2,643 

49 2,702 
1 ,627 1 ,739 

(1 ,71 7) (1 ,137) 

(41) 3,304 

5,049 2,029 

5,008 5,333 
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British Bryological Society: Statement of affairs at 31 December 2005 

General Fund 
Balance at 1 January 
Surplus for year 
Balance at 31 December 

Bequest and Donation Fund 
Balance at 1 January 
Surplus for year 
Balance at 31 December 

Represented by: 
Cash at National Westminster Bank 
COIF Deposit Fund 
COIF Investment Fund at market value 
COIF Fixed Interest Fund at market value 

Less current liabilities 

Net assets 

(signed) 
(dated) 

Cheque not yet presented 
Publication cost of journal ofBryology (net) 
Printing of Field Bryology and mailing 

D.  S. Rycroft, Treasurer 
26 April 2006 

Independent examiner's report to the trustees of 
the British Bryological Society 

I report on the accounts of the British Bryological 
Society for the year ended 31 December 2005.  

Respective responsibilities of the trustees (British Bryological 
Society Members of Council) and the examiner 

As the charity's trustees you are responsible for the 
preparation of the accounts; you consider that the audit 
requirements of section 43 (2) of the Charities Act 1 993 
(the Act) do not apply. It is my responsibility to state, 
on the basis of procedures specified in the General 
Directions given by the Charity Commissioners under 

Note 

7 
7 

2005 
£ 

65,821 
5 ,445 

71 ,266 

52,054 
5,008 

57,062 

128,328 

1 ,895 
58,450 
54,912 
23,652 

138,909 

1 99 
7,520 
2,862 

128,328 

2004 
£ 

63, 178  
2,643 

65,821 

46,721 
5,333 

52,054 

117,875 

3,130 
55,457 
45,823 
23,142 

127,552 

1 ,1 75 
6,708 
1 ,794 

117,875 

section 43 (7) (b) of the Act, whether particular matters 
have come to my attention. 

Basis of the independent examiner's report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the 
General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners. 
An examination includes a review of the accounting 
records kept by the charity and a comparison of the 
accounts presented with those records. It also includes 
consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the 
accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees 
concerning any such matters. The procedures 
undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would 
be required in an audit, and consequently I do not 
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express an audit opm10n on the view given by the 
accounts. 

Independent examiner's statement 

In connection with my examination, no matter has 
come to my attention: 

1 .  which gives me reasonable cause to believe that 
in any material respect the requirements 

a) to keep reasonable records in accordance 
with section 41 of the Act; and 

Notes to the accounts for 2005 

1. The net cost to the Society of producing the Journal 
was £5,473; taking into account a grant from the 
Bequest and Donation Fund, the net cost to the 
General Fund was £4,143, made up as follows: 

£ £ 
Cost of members' copies 

(£1 8 per member) 1 0,674 
Cost of 38 extra pages 
arising from tribute issue 1 ,330 

Funding of Editorial Office 5,940 
Incidental expenses ______3..8_ 

1 7,982 
Royalties (20% of net sales 

revenue of £32,41 9) 6,484 
Grant from Bequest and 

Donation Fund towards tribute 
issue 1 ,330 

Contribution from Maney 
Publishing to Editorial Office 5,940 

Sales of back issues _____85 1 3.839 
4 143 

2. The Society is grateful for donations of £30 and £50 
received in recognition of survey work undertaken 
by a member and of £20 received in recognition of a 
gift of a microscope between members. 

3 .  Production of Field Bryology numbers 85-87 cost 
£5,070 for printing and £1 ,738 for mailing. 

4. Computer software to produce copy for the Field 
Guide was purchased. 
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b) to prepare accounts which accord with the 
accounting records and to comply with the 
accounting requirements of the Act 

have not been met; or 

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be 
drawn in order to enable a proper understanding 
of the accounts to be reached. 

RN. Gutteridge, Chartered Accountant, 16 Reid Avenue, 
Caterham, Surrey, CR3 5SL. 

(signed) 
(dated) 

R. N. Gutteridge 
26 April 2006 

5 .  Deposits totalling £540.50 (23 rooms @ £23.50 
each) for the 2005 AGM held at the University of 
Bangor were forfeited when take up of on-site 
accommodation fell short of expectations (50 rooms 
were reserved but only 27 used) . To avoid similar 
losses in future, there will have to be tighter 
restrictions on the type of booking arrangements 
that are made for Society meetings. 

6. Officers' expenses (all relate to 2004) : 

D.S.  Rycroft (Treasurer) 
£ 

1 5  
D.T. Holyoak (Conservation Officer) 
M. Pool (Membership Secretary) 

49 
1 1 5  
1 79 

K.J. Adams (Librarian) : 
(postage and packing recovered in sales 
and included in 'Postage and sundries') 1 1 7  

Total 296 

7 .  Quoted investments: 

Value at 1 January 2005 

General Bequest Total 
Fund Fund 

£ £ £ 

COIF Accumulation Units 22,693 23,1 30 45,823 
COIF Income Units 23,142 23,142 

Cost of additional units ______12. ______12. 
22,693 46 321 69 014 

Value at 3 1  December 2005 
COIF Accumulation Units 27,194 27,7 18  54,912 
COIF Income Units 23 652 23,652 

27 194 51 .370 78 564 
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8 .  The Society is grateful to a member who ran in the 
Great Scottish Run and donated £49 raised in 
sponsorship to the Bequest and Donation Fund. 

9. Three awards (total £1 ,71 7) were made from the 
Bequest and Donation Fund: 
i. final expenses of £137 for surveying less

accessible random squares for SBAL; 
ii. £250 towards additional costs arising from 

expanded coverage of bryophytes in the book 
'T ravertine'; 

iii. £1 ,330 towards the cost of extra pages in the 
Journal that enabled additional papers to be 
published in an issue dedicated to Royce 
Longton on his retirement. 

10 .  At year-end, commitments are £3,590 and 
uncommitted accumulated interest available for 
awards is £2,103 .  

D.S. Rycroft, February 2006 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, Bangor, 2005 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at the 
Main Arts Complex, University of Wales, Bangor, at 
4.40 p.m. on Saturday 1 0  September 2005. 

Present. Dr C.D. Preston (President, in the chair) and 
38 other members. 

The President opened the meeting by welcoming a 
number of overseas members who were attending 
and, particularly, Dr Sauna Laal�a-Lindberg and Dr 
Alain Vanderpoorten, both of whom had given 
interesting presentations earlier in the day. 

1. Apologies for absence. Apologies had been 
received from Dr K.J. Adams, Dr G.C.S.  Clarke, 
Miss R. Holmes, Dr D.T. Holyoak, M. Wailing, Dr 
M.E. Newton, Mrs J.A. Paton MBE, M. Pool and 
M.J.M. Yeo. 

The President then reported the death of Dr Derek 
Ratcliffe, a member since 1 952 and a major initiator 
of and influence upon conservation in the UK. His 
repute, both nationally and internationally, was 
highlighted by the full obituaries that had been 
published in the national press, and the President 
said that an obituary would be published in the 
Journal of Bryology. 

Mr R. Perry reported the recent death of Dr P.D. 
Coker, a member since 1 956, who was probably best 
known to BBS members for his report of a moss, 
Mielichhoferia mielichhoferiana, new to the British Isles, 
but who also wrote (with M. Kent) an influential 
and well-received book on vegetation description. 

2. Minutes of the meeting on 9 October 2004. The 
minutes were approved as a correct record of the 
meeting and were signed by the President. 

3. Matters arising. There were no matters raised. 

4. Reports of Officers for 2004. Apart from the 
following, the reports, which had been published in 
Field Bryo!ogy 86, were approved without comment. 

Dr A.E. Newton, the Bibliographer, said that the 
way in which 'Recent Bryological Literature' is 
published in the Journal was under review. 

In answer to a question from Dr Stanley, it was 
reported that the Publications Committee was 
reviewing the policy on the types of papers that 
were published in Field Bryology. 

Dr ] .  Chatfleld expressed her thanks to the 
Membership Secretary for the new practice of listing 
members by county in the membership list in 
addition to the alphabetical listing by name. 

The Reading Circle Secretary reported that Lindbergia 
was now being received. 

The Website Editor urged members to use the 
bulletin board that was now available on the 
web site. Dr Stanley made the point that websites are 
dynamic entities and asked whether or not archived 
copies were being kept. Dr Sleath said that, at 
present, the changes were in the nature of additions 
to the site but that he would look into the question 
of archiving. 

Following a proposal from Dr D.G. Long, seconded 
by Dr P.E. Stanley, the Officers' Reports were 
accepted as published. 

The President then thanked the Officers for their 
work on behalf of the Society during the year and 
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pointed out that a great deal was achieved at very 
low cost to the Society. 

5. Report from Council. The President's Report from 
Council, which was given at the meeting, has been 
published in Council Newsletter number 22 on 
pages 30-31 of the December 2005 issue of Field 
Bryology 87. 

In giving his report, the President highlighted the 
enormous amount of hard work done by the 
Officers and many individual members, and thanked 
them for their dedication to the BBS.  

6. Election of Officers. Council nominated Dr J.D. 
Sleath as Vice-President for the years 2006 and 2007 
in place of Dr S .R. Edwards, who would take up the 
office of President. This was proposed by M.A. 
Walton, seconded by Dr S.R. Edwards, and duly 
approved. 

Council's nominations for the Officers who were 
due for re-election were: M.A. Walton (General 
Secretary) , Dr D.T. Holyoak (Conservation Officer), 
Dr K.J. Adams (Librarian) , M. Lawley (Meetings 
Secretary) , M. Pool (Membership Secretary), T.H. 
Blackstock (Recorder for Hepatics) and Dr M.O.  
Hill (Recording Secretary) . There were no other 
nominations and, following a proposal from H.W. 
Matcham which was seconded by Dr E.M. Kungu, 
the nominations were approved. 

7. Election of Elected Members of Council. 
Council nominated Dr M.J. Price and D.A. 
Callaghan as Elected Members for a term of three 
years commencing on 1 January 2006. The Secretary 
had received no other nominations and, following a 
proposal by Dr Preston which was seconded by ] .  
Wright, the foregoing were duly elected. Dr Preston 
then thanked the retiring Elected Member, R. 
Holmes, for her work on Council. 

8. Election of an Honorary Member. Council 
submitted the name of Prof. ] .G. Duckett for 
election as an Honorary Member of the Society in 
recognition of his status as a bryologist of 
international repute and his long and varied service 
to the Society. 
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Dr Preston referred to  Prof. Duckett's breadth of  
expertise, extending from the field to  the electron 
microscope, and said that his field craft would be 
known to anyone who had bryologised with him, 
and was illustrated by his recent discovery of a genus 
and species new to the European flora, Cyathodium 

foetidissimum. The range of his interests was 
demonstrated by his numerous bryophyte papers in 
scientific journals, perhaps 1 00 to date, on subjects 
such as protonemal morphogenesis and protonemal 
gemmae, endoplasmic microtubules, spermatogenesis 
and the male gamete, in vitro cultivation of 
bryophytes, the relationships of fungi and 
bryophytes, bryophyte phylogeny, and the position 
of bryophytes in relation to the evolution of land 
plants. 

J eff had given valuable service to the Society in a 
number of capacities, including Bibliographer (1 972-
75) ,  Meetings Secretary (1 976-80) ,  Vice-President 
(1 990-91) and President (1 992-93) ;  he had also 
organised field meetings, symposia and paper
reading meetings for the Society. For several 
decades he had been a great supporter of the paper
reading meetings, lecturing with such clarity and 
gusto that even those with no knowledge of 
bryophyte structure beyond the appearance of leaves 
under the light microscope had been gripped by his 
presentations on cellular ultrastructure. He had also 
been a committed advocate for bryophytes in the 
academic world in less formal and less public ways, 
and an enthusiastic teacher of bryology and 
supervisor of research students. 

In closing, Dr Preston said that it was a great 
pleasure to nominate Professor J eff Duckett as an 
honorary member of the BBS. This was seconded 
by A.R. Perry and approved unanimously. 

In reply, Prof. Duckett said that he was honoured by 
his election and added that 'it's been a lot of fun'. 

9. Place and date of the next Annual General 
Meeting. The next Annual General Meeting will be 
held on 9 September 2006, at the University of 
Hertfordshire, Hatfield, Herts. 

10. Other future meetings. Mr Lawley gave an outline 
of future meetings, as follows. 

The spring meeting in 2006, organised by Martin 
Godfrey, would be held in Staffordshire from 6-1 0 
April. The area was under-recorded but offered a 
range of habitats, including moorland, mires, 
heathland, wet woodland and post-industrial areas . 

The summer meeting would take place on 1 -8 July 
in East Sutherland, followed by some days on 
Orkney (8-13 July) . 

The workshop would be the inaugural meeting of 
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the Bryophyte Ecology Group, organised by Dr J eff 
Bates on dates to be confirmed, and Prof. Duckett 
gave notice that he would be leading a meeting in 
Italy at the end of February. 

In 2007 the spring meeting would be held in 
Northamptonshire on 1 1 /12-1 7  April. Dr Bates was 
intending to lead a meeting in Bulgaria in late 
April/ early May. The summer meeting would be on 
Mull. 

Mark Lawley then asked for offers or suggestions 
for a venue for the autumn meeting in 2007. 

The spring meeting in 2008 would be held in 
Denbighshire. 

The President then thanked Tim Blackstock for 
organising the present meeting, and also thanked the 
catering staff of the university and the staff who 
helped with the PowerPoint presentation. 

11. Any other business. Notice was drawn to a' mini
survey of Conocephalum conicum and C. salebrosum, 
details of which were on the web site and would also 
be published in Field Bryology. 

Dr Edwards then thanked Dr Preston for the 
efficient way in which he had fulfilled the office of 
President. In response, Dr Preston said that it had 
been an enjoyable experience but that he was 
somewhat relieved to be passing the responsibility to 
a capable successor. 

Dr Stieperaere asked whether or not Field Bryology 
could be purchased by the Belgian Botanic Gardens. 
It was agreed that the matter would be considered. 

There being no further business, the meeting was 
then drawn to a close at 5.20 p.m. 

MA. Walton, General Secretary, September 2005 

Officers' reports for 2005 

General Secretary 

Most of the activities of the Society during the year are 
highlighted in the Officers' reports but two items of 
major importance are particularly noteworthy. 

The first was the work leading to the identification of a 
possible new home for the BBS library. Thanks are due 
to those members of the Working Party, and others, 
who put in a tremendous amount of work on the 
exercise leading to final proposals that will be put to 
Council who will then make recommendations to the 
AGM in 2006. 

The other major issue that was tackled during the year 
by the Executive, with the active co-operation of J eff 
Bates, was the need to find a successor for J eff when he 
stands down as J oumal Editor at the end of 2006. Given 
that the Society had entered into a new five-year 
contract with the publisher and the feared lack of willing 
(as opposed to suitable) successors, this was a matter of 
great concern. As feared, there was no-one who, for 
various understandable reasons, was prepared to take on 
the role as performed by J eff (highlighting the debt 
owed by the Society to him) but then circumstances 
arose which contributed to a solution. 

The publishers asked the Society to move to on-line 

preparation of the Journal and this gave the Executive 
the opportunity to consider persons who did not have 
the administrative support and facilities previously 
available to the Editor to be considered. As a result, a 
Managing Editor was appointed and a panel of Scientific 
Editors was formed, subject to approval of Council and 
of proposals that will be put to the AGM in 2006. 

It is pleasing to report, once again, that the activities of 
the Society are well supported and that there is an active 
programme of activities in place for the future. 

Mike Walton, March 2006 

Bibliographers 

Unfortunately we have to report that the Bibliography 
seems to have spontaneously deceased - or is at best 
moribund pending discussions as to its future. There are 
several reasons for this . The merger with The Bryologist 
served only to emphasise the essential redundancy of 
the exercise - we reduced the duplication of effort, but 
the resulting product was largely the same in the two 
journals . Publication of the bibliography in the Journal if 
Bryology seemed increasingly inappropriate, given the size 
of the combined work and the extreme limitation of our 
page availability (a problem that The Bryologist does not 
seem to share) . As a consequence, new scientific work 
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had to wait in favour of publishing something that had 
already appeared elsewhere, contributing further to the 
backlog of papers. 

Finally, and possibly most significantly, the 
bibliographers, for different reasons, have found it 
difficult to continue. Len, with great dedication and 
conscientiousness, has been bibliographer for 1 7  years 
(since 1 990, Volume 1 6, part 2), which should be 
enough for anyone. I have less  excuse, and can only say 
that research and other activities have had to take 
priority. 

If 'Recent Bryological Literature' is to be resurrected it 
will probably be necessary to establish new methods for 
both gathering and distributing the information, many 
of which have previously been discussed by the 
Publications Committee and Council. 

Angela Newton & Len El!is, March 2006 

Bulletin Editor 

Three issues of Field Bryology were published in 2005: 
number 85 in March, number 86 in July and number 87 
in December. In total these contained 1 52 pages of 
material, including a range of articles on bryophyte 
ecology and distribution, as well as accounts of BBS 
meetings and regular features on rare and interesting 
bryophytes and 'Bygone Bryologists'. 

I continue to receive a steady flow of material for Field 
Bryology, which is gratifying. I hope that this continues in 
2006. 

Marcus Yeo, April 2006 

Conservation Officer 

The BBS Conservation and Recording Committee met 
twice during 2005, at Plas Dolau near Aberystwyth in 
April and at Bangor in September. During the year 
considerable time has been devoted to the BBS 
contribution to revision of the list of bryophyte species 
within the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) , which is 
the list of species regarded as priorities for funded 
conservation work. Our recommendations for changes 
to the current UK BAP list have been passed to JNCC. 

The Conservation and Recording Committee also 
considered the small list of very rare and vulnerable 
species for which detailed locality data should remain 
confidential at the Biological Records Centre and 
elsewhere. We also discussed reintroductions of 
endangered native bryophytes, including that of Bryum 
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warneum t o  Braunton Burrows in North Devon. Details 
were sent to the Threatened Bryophyte Database 
(TBDB), which provides the best means of recording 
this and similar reintroductions planned in future. 

The high level of collaborative work on bryophyte 
conservation noted in the last few reports has been 
maintained. Much of it has been funded through the 
UK BAP and involves the government's nature 
conservation agencies (Countryside Council for Wales, 
English Nature, Environment and Heritage Service, 
Scottish Natural Heritage) , Environment Agency, 
Natural History Museum, Plantlife, Royal Botanic 
Gardens Kew, the RSPB, and others, besides the BBS. 
All of these have carried out substantial work in making 
or corruruss10mng surveys or more directly in 
conservation of bryophytes and their habitats. 

The TBDB project organised from the Biological 
Records Centre at Monks Wood was continued through 
2005 by Nick Hodgetts, using data contributed mainly 
by BBS members. I attended a j oint meeting of the 
TBDB Steering Group and the Bryophyte BAP 
Technical Committee on behalf of the BBS in 
Peterborough on 7 July 2005. 

Plantlife continued work on the British contribution to 
the international initiative to catalogue Important Plant 
Areas (IPAs) worldwide. The BBS was involved in 
preparation of the draft lists of British bryophyte sites 
during 2005 .  Ultimately, it is hoped that the IPA lists 
will not only underpin the sites already covered by 
statutory designations but also identify additional areas 
important for bryophytes that remain unprotected. 

Substantial field research to gather data on threatened 
bryophyte,s in Ireland for a future Red Data Book of 
Irish bryophytes was again carried out by National Parks 
and Wildlife Service, Dublin, concentrating during 2005 
on North Kerry, South Tipperary and the southern 
Midlands of Ireland. 

D. T. Hofyoak, January 2006 

Journal Editor 

In step with the relentless march of digital technology, 
the 'Instructions for Authors' published in Part 1 of 
Volume 27 requested for the first time that submissions 
be made as electronic attachments to e-mail 
communications rather than as paper copy. As I write in 
March 2006, this first stab at 'digitalisation' has already 
been superseded by a new system that should transform 
the handling of manuscripts, but that is for a future 
report! 



Society business 

In 2005 we published 374 pages, approximately SO pages 
above our normal allocation. This was permitted by a 
grant from the Bequest Committee enabling us to 
produce a Festschrift issue (Part 3) containing invited 
submissions to commemorate the achievements and 
formal retirement from academic life of Dr Royce 
Longton, a former President and Secretary of the 
Society. 

Articles in Volume 27 included 33 original research 
papers and nine shorter research communications. 
There were also obituaries of the bryologists Dame Ella 
Campbell, Riclef Grolle and Noel Pritchard. The four 
parts of 'Recent Bryological Literature' (1 1 5-1 1 8) are the 
last in this long-running series . It is expected that a web
based and searchable database version will be 
introduced by the BBS in 2006. 

The year was one in which plans for a number of future 
changes to the j ournal and its management were 
discussed and finalised. These include the introduction 
of a web 'Editorial Manager' by our publisher Maney as 
part of the ongoing modernisation of the services they 
offer, which is alluded to above. Another issue that was 
f111ally resolved after long discussions is my eventual 
replacement as Editor by a new editorial team, it having 
proved impossible to flnd a single academic in Britain 
who would take on this onerous task. 

Jef!Bates, March 2006 

Librarian 

Sales 

Transactions of the BBS (parts) 
Journal ofBryolo.f!J (parts) 
Census Catalogue (Blockeel & Long) 
Hepatics of Europe and Macaronesia 
BBS Bulletins 
Field Bryolo.f!J 
BBS library catalogues 
Moss wall charts 
Special Volume 1 :  Jubilee 
Special Volume 2: Chromosomes 
Special Volume 3: Tropical Bryophytes 
Special Volume 4: Mosses in English Literature 
Special Volume 5 :  English Names (2nd ed.) 
Bryology (Linn. Soc.) 
Mosses & Liverworts of Woodland 
German/English Glossary 
Microscope Techniques 
Japanese x20 lenses 
Apollo stainless steel forceps 
BBS ties 

1 6  
6 
9 

78 
3 
1 
2 

2 

4 
1 
3 
1 

1 6  
7 

10  
1 

Car stickers 

Loans 

Chinese microscope 
35 mm slides 
Micrometer slide 

1 

2 

The following books have been added to the BBS 
collection: identification keys to the Liverworts and 
homworts of Europe and Macaronesia, 2nd edition by R. 
Schumacker and J. Vaoa, Sorus, Poznan, 2005; Mosses 
and !iverworts, The New Naturalist Library, by Ron Porley 
and Nick Hodgetts, Collins, 2005; Moss flora of the Middle 
European Russia, Vol. 1 :  Sphagnaceae-Hedwigiaceae and 
Vol. 2: Fontinalaceae-Amblystegiaceae, by M.S. Ignatov 
and E.A. Ignatova, I<MI<:: Scientific Press Ltd, Moscow, 
2003. Your librarian is currently tidying up the library 
catalogue incorporating all the new books and journals 
from recent bequests ready for the move of the library 
collection to a new venue to be decided at the 
forthcoming AGM. 

Ken Adams, March 2006 

Membership Secretary 

After the previous year's gratifying increase, it is 
disappointing to have to record a slight fall in the 
membership during 2005. The total at the end of the 
year was 627 (a net loss of 2) , the 40 new members 
being balanced by a loss of 42; fuller details appear in 
the table below. 

The four members who died during the year will all be 
missed. They were the internationally-known 
hepaticologist Dr Helene Bischler-Causse, Dr Derek 
Ratcliffe, Mr A. McGregor Stirling and Mr P .J .  
Chamberlain; the last three were all senior members, 
with the impressive total of 1 52 years' membership 
between them. 

The 40 new members show that the Society is obviously 
able to attract beginners . We may not, however, be quite 
as good at keeping them; of the 38 resignations or 
deletions, no less  than 26 had been members for less  
than three years. It  will be interesting to see whether this 
trend changes once the forthcoming Field Guide is 
produced. 

As always, thanks are due to all those members who 
paid their subscriptions promptly; it is particularly 
helpful that so many of those with UK bank accounts 
pay by standing order. Unfortunately, over 250 people 
still needed reminding before they paid! This seems to 
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be a fact of life lately, but it would be helpful if any 
member could suggest a solution. On a more positive 
note, a majority of the UK members have covenanted 
for Gift Aid; this brings the Society useful extra income 
without cost to the member. 

1996 1997 1998 

New members 40 20 32 

UK 24 13 14 

Overseas 16 7 18 

Members lost 31 27 54 

by death 5 3 12 

by resignation 11 7 18 

other 15 17 24 

Total membership 597 594 572 

Overseas members 215 226 224 

UK members 382 368 348 

Honorary 11 10 10 

Ordinary 559 558 544 

Concessionary 

Family 27 26 18 

Mark Poo� February 2006 

Meetings Secretary 

Our Society held four meetings during 2005. These are 
reported elsewhere in Field Bryology, and on the Society's 
web site. 

Between now and publication of a new edition of the 
Atlas, a majority of our field meetings will be held in 
districts which have been comparatively under-recorded 
by bryologists . In this way we intend to maximally 
increase our understanding of species' geographical 
distributions in Britain. Please let me know if you think 
your patch would benefit from the Society's attention. 

However, there is more to field bryology than 
identifying species and elucidating their distributions. 
With this in mind, Jeff Bates is launching the Society's 
ecological initiative at a workshop in 2006. Perhaps in 
future, more of our meetings will be devoted in part to 
studying the ecology of our bryoflora, as well as 
identifying its constituents and putting spots on maps.  

Mark Lawley, January 2006 
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The following table shows the changes in membership 
over the last ten years. It will be seen that the 
membership listing includes a new category of 
Concessionary members; this includes both Student and 
Senior members. 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

71 51 28 42 54 67 40 

37 37 17 36 37 49 30 

34 14 11 6 17 18 10 

32 43 52 39 35 55 42 

8 4 4 2 6 4 

7 13 11 17 11 11 6 

24 22 37 18 22 38 32 

611 619 595 598 617 629 627 

245 240 228 217 220 217 217 

366 379 367 381 397 412 410 

12 11 11 11 11 11 12 

578 585 561 564 583 592 536 

52 

21 23 23 23 23 26 27 

Reading Circle Secretary 

Membership had declined to 34 by the end of the year 
but overall was slightly more active. The first issue of 
Lindbet;gia finally surfaced but to date only the one issue 
has been received. 429 contents lists were distributed 
and copies of 1 1 4  papers, totalling 1 ,316  pages, were 
requested by 1 7  members. 

Financial statement 

Income: 
Opening balance 
Credit (cheques etc.) 
Total 

Expenditure: 
Photocopying 
Postage 
Total 

Balance of members' accounts 

Richard Fisk, January 2006 

£239.82 
£1 1 6 .55 
£356.37 

£62.64 
£63.07 

£125.71 

£230.66 



Society business 

Recorder for Hepatics 

The number of new liverwort records in 2005 was 
similar to the previous year. Once again, many of the 
new finds were from Irish counties where Nick 
Hodgetts and David Holyoak, in particular, were active. 
Otherwise, there was a scatter of records across Britain, 
with similar numbers from England, Scotland and 
Wales .  

New Updated Deletions 
records records 

England 21 6 

Wales 23 3 

Scotland 20 5 

Ireland 60 21 

Total 124 35 

Highlights came from widely scattered localities .  In 
Scotland, another new site for Jamesonie!!a undu!ifolia (v.-c. 
1 01) was discovered, adding to the two English records 
of this rarity from last year; other notable finds included 
]. confertissima (v.-c. 1 01) and Leioco!ea gi!!manii (v.-c. 1 04). 
In Wales, new sites for the highly localised Cephalo'{jel!a 
calycu!ata (v.-c. 45) and Plagiochila at!antica (v.-c. 49) came 
to light, and in England Lopho'{ja perssonii (v.-c. 24) was 
among new records of uncommon liverworts. Among 
the Irish records, Cepha!o'{jel!a massa!ongi (v.-c. H2) was 
found in a third county, and there was a record of 
Leptoscyphus cuneifo!ius (v.-c. H7) from 600 rri altitude. 
There were also yet more listed records of Co!ura 
calyptrifolia (v.-c. 45, 72, 80, H20) and Lophoco!ea semiteres 
(v.-c. 2, 24, 45, 77) .  

T H.  B!ackstock, April 2006 

Recorder for Mosses 

England 

Channel 
Islands 

Wales 

Scotland 

Ireland 

Total 

New 
records 

81 

53 

99 

281 

515 

Updated 
records 

19 

8 

24 

89 

140 

Deletions 

5 

18 

24 

The figures in the table above tell their own story, which 
is basically one of relentless recording in Ireland, with 

both David Holyoak and Nick Hodgetts continuing 
their contract work there, augmented this year by a BBS 
meeting based in Fermanagh. The level of new records 
in Wales remains much the same but there has been a 
moderate fall in the number of records from both 
Scotland and England. 

As a direct result of the workshop on Amblystegiaceae 
in 2005, five new records of the now not quite so rare 
Amblystegium radica!e were made, an example of how a 
fresh perspective can produce surprising results. The 
records that have caught my eye from Ireland in 2005 
are Sematophy!lum substrumu!osum from near Muckross in 
North Kerry, new to Ireland, and two new records for 
Hypnum uncinulatum from North and South Kerry. Also 
in North Kerry, Campy!opus pi lifer has been refound, and 
further north there are records of Bryum marratii from 
County Dublin and of the rarely-recorded Weissia 
condensa from Fermanagh. Wales has two new species 
from opposite ends of the range of bryophyte 
dimensions in Ephemerum hibernicum from 
Monmouthshire and Sphagnum riparium from Anglesey. 
Also of interest is the refinding of Leptodon smithii in 
Glamorgan. 

In England there is a further record for W condensa, this 
time from Gloucestershire, and the elusive 
Campyloste!ium saxico!a has been found in Derbyshire. 
Two extreme rarities also have new records: Hedwigia 
ci!iata var. leucophaea from Herefordshire and Orthotrichum 
pal/ens from the River Wharfe in v.-c. 64. In Scotland 
there were two new records for Buxbaumia viridis from 
South Aberdeen and Morayshire, and a second 2005 
record for C. saxico!a from the neglected Dumfriesshire. 
The Ben Nevis area in Westerness produced records for 
Dicrane!!a grevi!!eana from the Grey Coires and 
Brachythecium starkei from Aonach Beag. Two well
known bryological sites are still producing new things, 
with Schistidium dupretii from Ben Lawers and Eurhynchium 
pu!che!lum var. diversifolium from Caenlochan Glen. 

My thanks, as usual, go to the various referees and to 
everyone who sends in records, especially to those who 
send them in nice, clearly labelled packets! My particular 
thanks to Mark Hill who produced an Excel data entry 
sheet for vice-county records, which has made a tedious 
job much easier. 

Cordon Rothero, February 2006 

Recording Secretary 

The year 2005 has proved to be even better than the 
previous one for electronic records submitted. In 2004, 
I was glad to receive 1 8,000. In 2005, the brightest star in 
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the flrmament was Nick Hodgetts, who sent in an 
astounding 52,000 records; not so much a star as a 
supernova. Alex Lockton sent 1 6,000 records from 
Shropshire, and Gordon Rothero sent 14,000 from 
Assynt. About 7,000 records came from other counties, 
including 1 ,800 Scottish records from Gordon Rothero 
and 1 ,000 Welsh records from Sam Bosanquet. In 
addition, 76,000 tetrad records · were received from 
Cornwall (David Holyoak) and 32,000 from Lancashire 
(Martin Wigginton) . There has also been a good flow of 
recording cards, for example those for the spring meeting 
in Ceredigion. It has been an unequivocally good year. 

Recording of arable flelds for SBAL was completed in 
spring 2005. In the end, we visited 800 flelds, fully twice 
the number that had been anticipated at the beginning 
of the project. The data are now fully computerised, and 
results of a preliminary analysis were presented at the 
autumn meeting. 

Dissemination of our data on the National Biodiversity 
Network (NBN) Gateway improved markedly during 
the year. The number of BBS records displayed on the 
Gateway is now well over a million, comprising 980,000 
from our main dataset, David Holyoak's Cornish 
76,000, and 13,000 in the Threatened Bryophyte 
Database (TBDB) , which is managed by Nick Hodgetts. 
There is admittedly some duplication. Thus, the 
Holyoak dataset includes earlier Cornish records and the 
TBDB has many records of rare species that are also in 
the main database. 

During the year, we agreed a data access policy. This is 
now posted on the BBS website and allows for 
maximum openness. Data access on the NBN Gateway 
is restricted only for ten species that are thought to be 
vulnerable to collecting. The remainder of the BBS's 
data are freely available to be viewed by all. The process 
of uploading BRC data to the Gateway has been much 
simplifled, so that in future there should be no more 
than a few months' delay in transferring one to the 
other. There are still delays in getting data into the BRC 
database, but these are also decreasing. 

The major new project is the new Atlas. A steering 
group has been constituted. Recording of under-worked 

areas has started. An opportumstlc new project is 
'Conocepha!um in Britain and Ireland: a BBS mini-survey', 
led by Messrs Blackstock, Bosanquet, Long and Preston. 
The need for this survey was precipitated by the 
recognition of Snakewort, Conocephalum sa!ebrosum, as a 
distinct if slightly cryptic segregate of C. conicum. 

New recording cards were produced during the year, 
updated with the nomenclature of the Blockeel & Long 
(1 998) Census Catalogue. They are more strongly 
regionalised than in the past, with cards for SE England, 
Middle Britain and NE Scotland. A new card for Ireland 
was ready in time for the summer meeting. 

The list of Regional Recorders has been revised. Their 
duties have been updated. They have not had any 
speciflc duties during 2005, although an increasing 
number are sending in annual updates of records . 

Finally, the 'Rare and Interesting' column that was 
started in Field Bryo!ogy in 2004 has continued. The 
number of such records is not vast, but they certainly 
are interesting. 

Mark Hill, March 2006 

Website Editor 

The website continues to function well. The majority of 
visits are from the UK (69%), the United States (12%) 
and Europe (1 0%),  with a scattering of visits from 
further afleld, including Japan, the Philippines, China, 
Uganda and Puerto Rico. The average visit is less than 
two minutes and accesses two pages. At any given time 
a significant number of recent visits, especially the 
longer ones, have been made by professional and 
academic users, demonstrating the value of the website 
as a resource. 

The most recent major addition has been the use of the 
website as the lead component in the new Conocephalum 
survey, providing information, recording forms, photos 
and a download of the published paper on the 
morphology of the two species expected in the UK. 

Ange!a Newton, March 2006 

Election of Officers and Elected Members Of Council 

The terms of six Offlcers (the Treasurer, the Bulletin 
Editor, the Journal Editor, the Reading Circle Secretary, 
the Recorder for Mosses and the Website Editor) expire 
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at the end of 2006 .  Apart from the Journal Editor, the 
Reading Circle Secretary and the Recorder for Mosses, 
all of the present incumbents are eligible for re-election. 



Society business 

The Journal Editor, Jeff Bates, will resign his office at 
the end of 2006, and Council will be recommending 
alternative means of production for the Journal of 
Bryology, and for the role of Editor, to the AGM. Council 
wishes to record here its gratitude to Jeff Bates for the 
work that he has done for the Society as Journal Editor 
during the past 14 years. 

The President and Vice-President, in accordance with 
Rule 5 (c) , will be proposing that G.P. Rothero be re
appointed as Recorder for Mosses for a further two-year 
term of office. 

Two Elected Members of Council will retire at the end 
of 2006 and neither is eligible for re-election in this 
capacity until three years have elapsed. Additionally, 

following the election of Dr J.D. Sleath as Vice
President at the 2005 AGM, there is a vacancy for a 
third Elected Member to serve until 31 December 2007 
(the remaining period of Dr Sleath's term) . 

Members are invited to submit nominations for Officers 
and Elected Members, sending them to the General 
Secretary of the BBS, Mr M.A. Walton, Ivy House, 
Wheelock Street, Middlewich, Cheshire, CW1 0  9AB, to 
arrive no later than 5 August 2006. A nomination must 
not be made without the consent of the person whom it 
is wished to nominate. If elections are needed, they will 
be held at the AGM in Hatfield on 9 September 2006 . 

MA. Walton, January 2006 

The future of the BBS library: a proposal from Council 
to the 2006 AGM 

Background 

A Working Group was set up in 2003 to consider the 
future of the BBS library. 

An early conclusion of the Working Group was that 
there should be a national bryological library, kept up
to-date and accessible to BBS members. It considered 
that if possible it should be housed in an institution 
rather than a private home. The Society has been 
especially fortunate in having Ken Adams' services as 
librarian for many years, It is unlikely that another BBS 
member would agree to house the library for this length 
of time, and even if someone did it would not be an 
ideal solution. Individual circumstances may change 
suddenly and there would always be the possibility of 
having to rehouse the library at short notice. 

The Working Group initially contacted National 
Museums and Galleries of Wales (NMGW) about the 
possibility of housing the library in Cardiff. NMGW 
made it clear that they were interested in acquiring the 
library, but that a) the Society would need to make the 
ownership of the library over to NMGW, and b) they 
did not see any point in holding duplicates already 
present in their library (about 30% of the BBS library is 
duplicated there) . This would create an excellent 
bryological library at Cardiff, but the BBS would 

probably not only lose the technical ownership of the 
library but also an interest in its future. It is difficult to 
see how BBS could keep the NMGW library up-to-date 
under the proposed new arrangements. 

It was then suggested that the library might be housed at 
the Field Studies Council Centre at Preston Montford, 
near Shrewsbury. Ken Adams and Chris Preston visited 
Preston Montford on 28 July 2005 to discuss this 
possibility. The current Head of Centre, Sue Townsend, 
was very keen on the idea, and after their discussions 
with her the Working Group agreed to recommend this 
course of action in principle to Council, subject to the 
negotiation of a detailed agreement. No arrangements 
for housing the library will be ideal in all respects, but 
the Working Group felt that this proposal was very 
satisfactory and was happy to recommend it to Council. 

At its meeting in April 2006, Council agreed to 
recommend that the AGM approve the housing of the 
BBS library at the Field Studies Council Centre at Preston 
Montford on the terms set out as option I below. 

One member of the Group, Mark Lawley, disagreed 
with this conclusion and favoured the NMGW 
alternative. Council did not support his proposal which, 
for the benefit of the AGM, is summarised as option II 
below. 
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Option 1: Preston Montford 

A draft agreement has been drawn up between the 
Executive and the Field Studies Council which provides 
in outline as follows: 

1. that the Field Studies Council will house the BBS 
library at its Preston Montford Field Centre free of 
any charge apart from those that arise as a result of 
modifications to the accommodation that result 
from the housing of the library; 

11. that ownership of the library will be retained by the 
BBS who may add additional items to the library at 
any time, that the agre=ent will be subject to 
regular review and may be terminated by either party 
subject to six months notice; 

ill. that the library will be held in the office of the Head 
of Centre in appropriate shelving provided by the 
BBS (which will remain the property of the BBS) . 
Valuable books will be kept in locked cases which 
will be provided by the BBS and which will remain 
the property of the BBS; 

iv. that the BBS shall be responsible for insuring the 
library and its shelving; 

v. that the library will be accessible to BBS members at 
all reasonable times and to participants in other 
adult botanical courses subject to appropriate 
safeguards; 

vi. that the BBS will appoint a member to liaise with 
the Head of Centre; 

vii. that none of the contents of the library will be 
issued by post but that photocopying facilities will 
be made available by the Centre. 

If the AGM approves this option, it is likely that the 
library will be relocated to Preston Montford at the 
beginning of 2007. 

Option 11: the case for Cardiff (by Mark Lawley) 

Stability 

The Society needs a permanent home for our library, 
and NMGW Cardiff offers a more reliable prospect of 
providing such a home than does the Field Studies 
Council (FSC) . This is because the Museum is more 
likely to survive in the long term. As Dr G.C.S.  Clarke 
advised Council when the BBS decided to donate its 
herbarium to NMGW, it would require an Act of 
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Parliament to close the Museum at Cardiff. In contrast, 
as a private sector business, the FSC is subject to 
changing economic circumstances and fiscal vicissitudes .  
Although it seems unlikely at present, none of us can be 
sure that the FSC will not one day follow the Scottish 
Field Studies Council into oblivion and, if it were to do 
so, the BBS would have to start all over again in looking 
for a home for the library. 

Security 

In addition to a requir=ent for maximum long-term 
stability, the library would be far more secure in Cardiff 
Museum than at Preston Montford. NMGW has a 
professionally operated alarm syst= which protects the 
building and its contents from intrusion, whereas 
thieves could easily break into the room where the 
library would be housed at Preston Montford. 

Moreover, at Preston Montford, the Society would be 
relying on the warden to lock the room eve:cy time 
she/he left it, no matter for how short an anticipated 
period. The warden has a great deal more to do at 
Preston Montford than worry about the safety of the 
BBS library. Of even greater concern, the warden would 
not be in the room on every occasion that the library is 
used (including by people who are not even members of 
the BBS) . Nor could course leaders continuously 
monitor everyone who uses the room. There would in 
consequence be lapses of security, and hence a slow but 
inevitable haemorrhage of material from the library. 

Oljections to NMGW 

Some members of the Society have objected to housing 
the library at NMGW because it would mean donating 
our library to the Museum, and the BBS would cease to 
own it. This objection carries no weight because the 
contract of agreement with NMGW would stipulate that 
NMGW would not be at liberty to dispose of any 
material donated by the BBS without the Society first 
having an opportunity to repossess it. The library's long
term safety and well-being are much more important 
than a debate about who owns it, and our late members 
who bequeathed material to the Society's library would 
have been horrified if we fail to place our library in the 
safest hands available. 

It has also been claimed that the BBS would 'lose an 
interest' in the library's future if it were donated to 
NMGW. This is incorrect because the BBS would 
continue to donate new and old books to the library and 
maintain runs of periodicals (an entitlement which 
would be stipulated in the contract of agreement with 
NMGW), just as we continue to donate vouchers to 
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BBSUK. Thus, the BBS would no more lose interest in 
the library than we have lost interest in BBSUK since 
donating it to the Museum. 

An internationallY important centre for bryological materials at 
Cardiff 

A significant fraction of the BBS library is duplicated by 
material already at Cardiff, and NMGW are likely to 
accept only copies of material which they do not already 
possess. The Society could house this duplicated 
material at Preston Montford, establishing a good 
bryological library there, which would be well used. 

In addition, an unprecedentedly comprehensive 
bryological library would be created at Cardiff, where 

BBS members and other bona fide botanists could use it 
alongside the herbaria there, and the Society's archives .  
The AGM might also consider this an opportune 
moment to further streamline BBS affairs by arranging 
for the photographic archive to be housed at Cardiff 
with our other artefacts . 

Proposal to the AGM 

The meeting is recommended by Council to approve the 
housing of the BBS library at the Field Studies Council 
Centre at Preston Montford, and to authorise the 
Executive to conclude an agreement with the Field 
Studies Council on the principles set out in this report. 

MA. Walton, April2006 

Arrangements for the production of the Journal of 
Bryology 

Council has agreed with Maney, the publishers of the 
Journal of Bryology, that the Journal will, in future, be 
produced 'on-line'. The system 'went live' in February 
and can be accessed at http:/ /jbr.edmgr.com. As a 
result, papers should now be submitted in accordance 
with the 'Instructions for authors' in Volume 28, Part 1 .  

This coincided with the current Journal Editor, D r  J eff 
Bates, saying that he did not want to continue in office 
after his present term expires at the end of 2006 when 
he will have completed 14  years service. 

It has proved impossible to appoint another person who 
has the time and facilities to assume the office of 
Journal Editor with the present duties. However, the 
implementation of the new system for producing the 
Journal has facilitated the introduction of revised 
arrangements so that, in future, subject to appropriate 
approvals from the AGM, the Journal will be produced 
by a Managing Editor (NIE), who will not be a member 
of Council but will be expected to attend meetings of 
Council as an observer to speak on matters connected 
with the Journal. He/she will be responsible for ensuring 
that the publishers have sufficient copy of the required 
standard to meet the terms of the contract agreed 
between Maney and the Society. He/ she will be a 
member of the Publications Committee. 

The ME will be assisted by a team of Scientific Editors 
(SEs) , who will not be members of Council nor have the 

right to attend meetings of Council, but who will be 
responsible for ensuring the validity of the 
academic/ scientific content of papers that are submitted 
for publication in the Journal. The SEs will be appointed 
by the ME following consultation with the Society's 
Executive. 

Because the ME may well, now and in the future, be 
working from a private address without any institutional 
administrative back-up, Council takes the view that 
he/ she may be a paid employee of the Society. The 
agreement of the actual rate of payment with the 
appointee has been delegated by Council to the 
Executive under the present powers for managing the 
Society's resources. (Whilst this would be the first time 
that the Society has appointed an employee, it has, 
under the previous arrangements, been contributing to 
the salary of an employee of Imperial College who was 
undertaking the administrative tasks necessary for the 
production of the Journal under the former system.) 

These arrangements will require an amendment to Rule 
S (a) of the Society's Rules, the first sentence of which 
reads 'The officers of the Society shall be President, 
Vice-President, General Secretary, Treasurer, Editor or 
Editors, Librarian and such others as the Society may 
appoint'. It is proposed that this sentence should be 
amended to read 'The officers of the Society shall be 
President, Vice-President, General Secretary, Treasurer, 
Editor or Editors (apart from the Managing Editor and 

65 



Field Bryology number 89 

Scientific Editors of the Journal ofBryology), Librarian and 
such others as the Society may appoint'. 

To ensure continuity of production of the Journal, it has 
been necessary for Council already to have made an 
interim appointment to the post of ME, and for SEs to 
have been appointed. Howard Matcham has been 
undertaking the duties of ME since 27 March 2006 and 
the team of SEs is Tim Blackstock (Liverwort 
Taxonomy), Jeff Duckett (Cell Biology), Lars Hedenas 
(Moss Taxonomy), Jon Shaw (Phylogeny and Molecular 
Studies), and Jeff Bates (Ecology and Physiology) . 

The AGM is, therefore, asked: 

i. to delete the office of Journal Editor; 
ii. to thank Dr J eff Bates fo:r his work as Journal Editor 

for the last 14 years and for steering the 
implementation of the new system; 

111. to amend Rule 5 (a) as set out in this report; 
iv. to establish the post of Managing Editor on the 

terms set out in this report; 
v. to delegate the appointment of the Managing Editor 

to Council, subject to a report to the AGM that 
follows any re-appointment or new appointment. 

Thinking about getting your copies of the Transactions 
and Journal bound? 

Some 12  years ago I decided to have bound my copies 
of the Transactions of the British Bryological Society (1 947-
1 971) and Journal of Bryology (1972 onwards) . When I 
collected them from the bindery they handed me the 
bound volumes and, in a separate box, the covers 
which had been removed from each part issue prior to 
binding. Several months later I realised that the inside 
front covers had important information printed on 
them that was not available elsewhere, namely the list 
of Council Officers and Elected Members. As far as I 
can see, these covers were the only place where the 
names of members of Council were formally 
published. This finished with volume 1 7  in 1 993, after 
which Maney & Son Ltd became publisher of the 
Journal. Starting with volume 1 8  in 1 994, Council 
membership was published on a page within a Journal 
part. 

However, since 1 994 (Journal, volume 1 8) an important 
piece of information is again only available on a cover. 
This time it is the date of publication of the previous 
part of the Journal and this is printed on the inside of 
the back cover. This date is important to taxonomists 
when new species etc. are described in that part. 

My recommendation is therefore when binding your 
Transactions and Journal, ensure that you mention to the 
binders that you wish to have the 'covers bound-in'. A 
similar recommendation also applies to the Bulletin and 
to Field Bryology. The problem does not appear to arise 
for Moss Exchange Club &ports (1 896-1 922) or British 
Bryo!ogical Society &ports (1 923-1 945) . 

Philip E. Stanlry, 48 Glisson Road, Cambridge, CB 1 2HF; e
mail: P.E.Stanlry@Lumiweb. com. 

Changes to the membership list, April 2006 

These changes refer to the May 2005 list; earlier changes 
to this list appeared in Field Bryology 86, 87 and 88. Any 
member requiring copies of these earlier amendment 
lists should contact the Membership Secretary (Mark 
Pool, 91 Warbro Road, Torquay, Devon, TQ1 3PS, UK; 
e-mail: Mark.Pool@care4free.net) .  
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Adams, Paul G., 43 Neville Road, Limbury, Luton, 
Bedfordshire, LU3 2JG, UK, (0) , (1 991) 

Bartholomew-Began, Dr S. ,  Department of Biology, 
West Chester University, West Chester, PA 1 9383-
21 12, USA, (0) , (1 999) 
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Brinda, John, 709 Yucca Street, Apt F, Boulder City, 
NV S9005, USA, (S) , (2005) 

Denyer, Dr J o, Dumbreck Cottage, Dunecht, Westhill, 
Aberdeen, AB32 7DE, UK, (0) , (2003) 

Duckett, Professor J .G., School of Biological Sciences, 
Queen Mary & W estfield College, Mile End Road, 
London, El 4NS, UK, (0) , (1 964) (elected as an 
Honorary Member in 2005) 

Ellwood, Mr Neil, Via di Granaretto 3S, Torrimpietra, 
I-00050 Roma, Italy, (S) , (2000) 

Felix, Dr Hans R., Moosbrunnenweg 6, CH-441 9 
Lupsingen, Switzerland, (0) , (1 9S6) 

Giordano, Dr Simonetta, Dipartimento di Biologia 
Strutturale e Funzionale, Complesso Universitario 
Monte Sant'Angelo, Via Cinthia, Edifici D-F, S0126 
Napoli, Italy, (0) , (1 993) 

Hallet, Professor J .-N., 1 3  me de la Gourmette, F-
44300 Nantes, France, (0), (1 975) 

Hartley, Miss M.M., 34 Pyenot Avenue, Cleckheaton, 
West Yorkshire, BD1 9  SAY, UK, (0) , (1 965) 

Hastings, Roxanne I., Curator of Botany, Royal Alberta 
Museum, 12S45-102 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, 
TSN OM6, Canada, (0), (2000) 

Hutchinson, Mr R., 20 Hooper Street, Cambridge, CB1 
2NZ, UK, (0) , (2003) 

Jolley, Mrs H., 1 0  Killara St., Box Hill North, Victoria 
3129, Australia, (0) , (1 999) 

Lewis-Smith, Dr R.I., 23 Cambridge Road, Hardwick, 
Cambridge, CB3 7QQ, UK, (0), (1 972) 

Norris, Prof. Daniel H., University Herbarium, 1 001 
Valley Life Sciences Bldg, University of California, 
Berkeley, CA 94720-2465, USA, (0), (1 97S) 

O'Reilly, Mr J. ,  7S Woodside, Barnard Castle, County 
Durham, DL12 SAP, UK, (0) , (2003) 

Outen, Mr A.R., 14 Fairfax Close, Clifton, Shefford, 
Bedfordshire, SG1 7  SRH, UK, (0) , (1 971) 

Rowntree, Dr J ennifer, Bryophyte Conservation 
Officer, Micropropagation Unit, Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 3AB, UK, 
(0), (2000) 

Shaw, Blanka, Duke Cryptogamic Herbarium, 
Department of Biology, Box 9033S, Duke 
University, Durham, North Carolina 2770S, USA, 
(0) , (1 996) 

Stotler, Dr B.J .  Crandall-, Department of Plant Biology, 
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, Illinois, IL 
62901 -6509, USA, (F), (1 966) 

Stotler, Prof. Raymond, Department of Plant Biology, 
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, Illinois, IL 
62901 -6509, USA, (0), (1 966) 

Taylor, Miss D.,  1 1  School Lane, North Kelsey, Market 
Rasen, Lincolnshire, LN7 6JW, UK, (0), (2005) 

Whitehead, Dr P., 10 Redgrave House, Denmark 
Street, Altrincham, Cheshire, WA14 2WF, UK, (0) , 
(2005) 

Zander, Dr Richard H., c/ o Missouri Botanical Garden, 
PO Box 299, St Louis, MO 631 66-0299, USA, (0) , 
(1 974) 

New members 

Arroniz Crespo, Dr Maria, 54 Endcliffe Rise Road, 
Sheffield, S 1 1  SRU, UK, (0) , (2006) 

Branscombe, Mr J., The Hollies, Wainfelin Road, 
Pontypool, NP4 6DF, UK, (0) , (2006) 

Brooks, Mr Peter, 20 West Park, Guiseley, Leeds, LS20 
SBZ, UK, (0), (2006) 

Cameron, Ms Fiona, 2 Beech Cottages, Pennybridge, nr 

Ulverston, LA12  7TE, UK, (S) , (2006) 
Chadburn, Mrs H., Greenlyn, Leamington Road, 

Broadway, Worcestershire, WR12 7EB, UK, (0), 
(2006) 

Davies, Mr Matthew, 27 Gatteridge Street, Banbury, 
Oxfordshire, OX1 6 SDJ, UK, (0) , (2006) 

Forster-Brown, Mr C.M., Brynhyfryd, Eglwys Fach, 
Machynlleth, Powys, SY20 SSX, UK, (0), (2005) 

Genney, Dr Dave, 6 Park Terrace, Strathpeffer, 
Scotland, IV14 9BL, UK, (0) , (2006) 

Grant, Mr Gary, 7 Lea Combe, Axminster, Devon, 
EX1 3 SLJ, UK, (0) , (2006) 

Groome, Mr Giles, 13 Park Road, Farnham, Surrey, 
GU9 9QN, UK, (0), (2006) 

Hudson, Mr Nick, 1 1  Cooksley Road, Redfield, Bristol, 
BSS 9DW, UK, (0) , (2006) 

Lambdon, Mr P., Smithy Croft, Mid Beltie, Torphins, 
Aberdeenshire, AB31  4HR, UK, (0) , (2006) 

Latham, Mr M.J. ,  27 Emral Rise, Dothill, Wellington, 
Telford, Shropshire, TF1 3LG, UK, (S) , (2006) 

Marka, Mr Jani, Fakulteti i Shkencave te Natyres, 
Departamenti i Biologjise, Bul. Zog I, Tirana, 
Albania, (0), (2006) 

McGrory, Mr Martin, S Ledi Court, Cross Street, 
Callander, FK13 SEX, UK, (S) , (2006) 

Rollant, M. Jacques, 10 me Octave terrillon, 21 121 
Fontaine les Dijon, France, (0) , (2006) 

Spink, Dr Andrew, Roghorst 1 32, 670S KR 
Wageningen, The Netherlands, (0) , (2006) 

Stevens, Mr Bob, Glan Uyn, Uanberis, Caernarfon, 
Gwynedd, LLSS 4EL, UK, (0) , (2006) 

Waters, Mr Timothy, 7 1c  Hampden Road, Hornsey, 
London, NS OHU, UK, (0), (2006) 

Wilson, Rosemary, Albrecht von Hailer Institute of 
Plant Sciences, Department of Systematic Botany, 
Untere Karspiile 2, D-37073 Gottingen, Germany, 
(S) , (2006) 

Deceased 

Benson-Evans, Dr Kathryn, Department of Plant 
Science, University College, Cathays Park, Cardiff, 
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CF1 1XL, UK, (0) , (1 951) 
Longman, Mr M.G., 8 St Quentin Rise, Bradway, 

Sheffield, S17  4PR, UK, (0) , (1 991) 

Resignations 

Barns, Ms V alerie, 42 Oak Tree Park, Sticklepath, 
Okehampton, Devon, EX20 2NB, UK, (0), (2004) 

Chadwell, Mr C., 81 Parlaunt Road, Slough, Berkshire, 
SL3 8BE, UK, (0) , (2004) 

Janssens, Dr Joannes A.P., Consulting, 1 061  25th 
Avenue SE, Minneapolis, MN 55414-2637, USA, 
(0) , (1 976) 

Lister, Ms Janet, National Trust Devon Office, 
Killerton House, Broadclyst, Exeter, Devon, EXS 
3LE, UK, (0) , (1 989) 

Longman, Mrs M.G., 8 St Quentin Rise, Bradway, 
Sheffield, S17  4PR, UK, (F), (1991) 

Simpson, Bryan, 73 Lavender Drive, Greenhills, East 
Kilbride, South Lanarkshire, G75 9JH, UK, (0) , 
(2005) 

Deletions 

Akiyama, Dr Hiroyuki, Museum of Nature & Human 
Activities, 6-Chome, Yayoigaoka, Sanda, Hyogo 
669-1 546, Japan, (0) , (1 994) 

Ballinger, Mrs C.B., 5 Shaftesbury Park, Dundee, DD2 
1LB, UK, (0) , (2004) 

Bignal, Ms K., 25 Blythway, Welwyn Garden City, 
Hertfordshire, AL7 1DJ, UK, (S) (2003) 

Brumelis, Dr G., Faculty of Biology, Kronvalda bulv. 4, 
Riga, LV 1 586, Latvia, (0) , (1 999) 

Coleman, Ms C., 60A Heathfield Road, Acton, 
London, W3 8EJ, UK, (F), (2004) 

Coyle, Mr Charles, 373 London Road, Reading, 
Berkshire, RG1 3PG, UK, (S) , (2004) 

Eames-Jones, Mr Paul, 2 Dock Cottages, Abercynon, 
Mid Glamorgan, CF45 4UG, UK, (0) , (2004) 

Ellis, Dr Rebecca, 1 5  De Vitre Street, Lancaster, LA1 
1 QU, UK, (0) , (2003) 

Flogdell, Mr G., Burreldales Farm, Fyvie, Turriff, 
Aberdeenshire, AB53 8LJ, UK, (0) , (2004) 

Francis, Mrs Patricia, Natural History Section, Bolton 
Museum & Art Gallery, Le Mans Crescent, Bolton, 
Lanes, BL1 1 SE, UK, (0) , (1 986) 

Gaveriaux, Mr J.-P., 14  Les Hirsons, 62800 Lievin, 
France, (0) , (2004) 

Hamdan, Dr AbdulRahman M., Biological Sciences 
Dept, College of Science, King Khalid University, 
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PO Box 9019, Ab ha, Saudi Arabia, (0), (2004) 
Hanson, David T., UNM Biology Department, MSC03 

2020, 1 University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, 
NM 87131-0001 ,  USA, (0), (2003) 

Hicks, Mr Richard, 14 Ash Close, Biscovey, Par, 
Cornwall, PL24 2HD, UK, (0) , (2003) 

Howarth, Mr P.J., 1 5  Stuart Lodge, Ashley Road, 
Epsom, Surrey, KT1 8  SAP, UK, (0) , (2004) 

Jones, Mr P.H., 'Wayside', Burndell Road, Yapton, 
Arundel, West Sussex, BN1 8 OHP, UK, (0) , (2004) 

Kinser, Abel, PO Box 532, Cambria, IL 629 1 5, USA, 
(S) , (2001) 

Knight, Dr J.L., The Barn, Bell Lane, Collingham, 
Newark, Notts, NG23 7LR, UK, (F), (2004) 

Kuriyama, Dr Akira, School of Science and 
Engineering, Tokyo Denki University, Hatoyama, 
Hiki-gun, Saitama, 350-0394, Japan, (0), (2004) 

Lane, Mr Dave, 4 Bramley Close, Swinton, Manchester, 
M27 ODR, UK, (0) , (2004) 

Middleton, Bruce, 2 Manton Close, Bracklesham Bay, 
West Sussex, P020 SRN, UIZ, (0) , (2001) 

Mordaunt, Dr C., 62 Corrour Road, Aviemore, 
Scotland, PH22 1RB, UK, (0) , (2004) 

Neville, Mr Reuben, 14  Hillway, Linton, Cambridge, 
CB1 6JE, UK, (0) , (2003) 

Pearson, Dr John, Department of Biology, University 
College London, Gower Street, London, WC1E 
6BT, UK, (0) , (1 985) ;  e-mail: john.pearson 
@ucl.ac.uk 

Rocke-Wharin, Mrs M., 42 Hunters Gate, Much 
Wenlock, Shropshire, TF1 3 6BW, UK, (S) , (2004) 

Ross, Dr Sarah, Flat 4, Cold Springs Farm, Manchester 
Road, Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 6ST, UK, (0) , 
(2004) 

Skeffington, Dr M. Sheehy, Department of Botany, 
National University of Ireland, Galway, Galway, 
Ireland, (0), (2004) 

Slade, Ms Heather, Bwlch y Maen, Bryncrug, Tywyn, 
Gwynedd, LL36 9RH, UK, (0), (2004) 

Teearu, Miss T., 1 06 Sundorne Road, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire, SY1 4RS, UIZ, (0) , (2004) 

Trotter, Mr Stephen, Upper Fulwood Cottage, Edale 
End, Hope Valley, Derbyshire, S33 6EF, UK, (0) , 
(2004) 

Vital, Mr D.M., Instituto de Botanica, Se<;:ao de 
Briologia e Pteridologia, Caixa Postal 4005, 0 1061-
970 - Sao Paulo - SP, Brazil, (0), (1 970) 

Zhu, Professor R.L., Biology Department, East China 
Normal University, 3663 Zhongshan N. Road, 
Shanghai 200062, China, (0), (2004) 




