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At the time of writing (12 April 2007), 412 moss
and 165 liverwort accounts are available to view
on-line at http://www.bryosoft.co.uk!fieldguide
with a further 60 drafts received and in the queue
waiting to be formatted. There is also a new ver
sion of the field-key, other introductory pages,
and a mock-up of the front and back covers. Have
a look at these on-line pages, and please do let
us know of any errors and omissions you spot
- there's a feedback button on the home-page.
Several people have very generously made their
photographs available, but we still need more, so
please offer us yours if you haven't already done
so. Ian is our photo-editor, and will happily ad
vise about the resolution and format required, and
other technicalities.

We would also welcome more artists to provide
drawings of features that are especially important
for identification. Please contact us if you would
like to provide drawings.
We anticipate having the last remaining draft ac
counts to hand shortly, and once they are format
ted we intend to print a prototype of the book
for enthusiasts to field-test and offer comments.
Between now and publication of the first edition
of the Field-guide, everyone can influence the
guide's content and appearance by providing feed
back via the above web-site. We will welcome all
your comments. Two sample pages are provided
over-lea£
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Field Bryology number 92

Bryum argenteum

Silver-moss

Identification

B. argenteum forms pale green or whitish, compact tufts or patches which look shiny
and silvery grey when dry. The crowded shoots are usually less than

l cm tall, and the

rounded, concave leaves cause the shoots to look smoothly cylindrical, hardly altered
when dry The nerve ends well below the leaf tip. The shortly oblong, pendulous (or
rarely nearly horizontal) capsules are small (about
q.v.) and born on a short seta (about

1.5 mm long, as in B. dichotomum,

l cm long) . They are usually produced between

autumn and spring.

Similar species

Anomobryumjulaceum (q.v.) is yellowish green rather than silvery grey, while Plagiobryum
zieri (q.v.) is tinged with pink or red. Both these species are plants of moist or wet rather
than waste places, although
of

B. argenteum may occur on riverside rocks too. Green forms

B. argenteum that grow on very wet, nutrient-rich tarmac can look confusingly like

B. dichotomum (q.v.), but have no bulbils in their leaf axils.

Habitat

B. argenteum is widespread and often abundant in disturbed habitats which may become
very dry and are usually rich in nutrients such as nitrogen. These include soil on and by
paths (including cracks between paving slabs), roads, in arable fields, on waste ground
and railway lines. It may also be found on stone rather than soil, as on walls, buildings,
roofs, and concrete and tarmac. Habitats less influenced by man include sand dunes,
eroding banks of streams and rivers, and unstable soil on lowland cliffs.

Drawings Sean Edwards Photos Sean Edwards (left) & John Birks (right) Text Mark Lawley
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Bryum alpinum

Alpine Thread-moss

Identification This moss is usually crimson or purple-brown, although green forms occasionally occur,
especially in shade. The densely tufted, little-branched upright stems are usually several
centimetres tall, with characteristically glossy and shining leaves. In good light and with
a powerful lens the narrow mid-leaf cells distinguish this species from all others in the
genus. The pear-shaped, pendulous capsules are about

2.5 mm long and deep red when

ripe; they appear in summer, but are uncommon.

Similar species B. alpinum most resembles B. gemmiparum, B. mildeanum, B. muehlenbeckii and B. riparium
(Smith, pp.

584-588), all of which also occur in rock crevices beside streams, but are

rare. One difficulty lies in distinguishing green forms of
even green forms of
margins, whereas

B. alpinum from B. mildeanum, but

B. alpinum nearly always have a trace of redness in the nerve and leaf

B. mildeanum is distinctively bright green and never red. B. mildeanum

also has obtuse leaves with hooded tips and an excurrent nerve, and is more lime-loving.

B. gemmiparum, B. mildeanum, B. muehlenbeckii and B. riparium all have wider mid-leaf
cells than does B. alpinum. B. gemmiparum is a shorter moss, with leaves wider and less
pointed, and often has greenish or reddish bulbils in its leaf axils. Reddish forms of

B. pseudotriquetrum s.l. (q.v) have leaves wider in proportion to their length and wider
mid-leaf cells.

Habitat B. alpinum grows on damp or wet ground, for example on unshaded, wet, acidic or slightly
base-rich rock, and bare soil by paths and tracks, lakes and on peaty moorland. Flushed
rocks are particularly favoured. It is therefore commonest in hilly districts in the north and
west, but it is not a particularly alpine moss. In western Britain, it often occurs on forestry
tracks, and is also frequent on outcrops of rock by the coast.
Drawing Sean Edwards Photos Des Calfaghan (left) & Graham Motley (right) Text Mark Lawley
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