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in comparisons of plant distribution between differ-

ent areas. The results of NMDS were broadly similar 

regardless of the matrix used.

 The author found that distribution patterns revealed 

seven distinct regions: Boreal; Cool-temperate Asia; 

Sino-Japanese; Holarctic; Tropical Asia, Australia and 

Oceana; Sub-Saharan Africa; and Neotropics. 

 The findings also show that the pleurocarp floras  

of Boreal areas are very similar to each other. With 

the exception of Cool-temperate Asia, which shows 

a similar narrow diversity pattern to the Boreal region. 

All of the other areas show greater intraregional differ-

entiation than the Boreal. In addition, differentiation 

between regions outside the Boreal, or between these 

regions and the Boreal, is considerably greater than 

within the Boreal itself. The data also supports the 

view that each of the tropical land masses has its own 

distinctive bryophyte flora.

 The study concludes that by far the most floristic 

diversity in the pleurocarpous mosses comes from 

the tropics. Although there has been no similar study 

for the acrocarps or hepatics, Hedenäs believes that 

the results would be broadly similar and calls for these 

diversity patterns to inform future research priorities in 

a global context. 

 Martin Godfrey

Further to a previous article about Brewer (Field Bryology 

88, 9–11), I have become aware of the existence of an 

oil painting that depicts a Samuel Brewer who may be 

the same man. The painting measures 27x34 inches 

(ca 675x850 mm), with the words ‘Samuel Brewer, 

armiger’ in the top right corner. The Royal College of 

Arms has no record of a coat of arms registered for a 

Wiltshire family named Brewer, but the word armiger at 

that period was merely a Latinization of ‘esquire’, and 

had not yet acquired its later heraldic meaning.

 Two authorities have independently dated the paint- 

ing to ca 1700, which is consistent with the man por- 

trayed being Brewer the botanist, for he is clearly a  

young man in his prime. The styles of dress, hair, etc., also  

indicate that the sitter is contemporary with Brewer the 

botanist. The National Portrait Gallery has a portrait of a 

Samuel Brewer (1724–1796) who was an independent 

minister in Stepney, London, but he was of a later era. 

 I thank David Hawkins, Morlin Ellis, Jim Lawley, David 

Moore-Gwyn and P.L. Dickinson for their interest in and 

comments about the painting and sitter.

Mark Lawley (e m.lawley@virgin.net)
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