Meeting reports – South-east group

Juniper Bottom, Box Hill (v.c. 17)
14 October 2007
This area, owned and managed by the National
Trust, represents part of the northern extension of
Box Hill. As such it is also within the Mole Gap to
Reigate Escarpment SSSI. As the name suggests,
at one time Juniper Bottom was famous for its
junipers (Juniperus communis), but virtually all of
these have now been lost. There are a number
of yews (Taxus baccata) on the banks at the end
of Juniper Bottom just before reaching the crossing path which leads to Juniper Top. Box Hill itself
is of course rightly famed for its very rich calcicole
ﬂora.
The author arrived early and had a chance to have
a quick look at the wall of Juniper Hall. As expected
this soon yielded Rhynchostegiella tenella, Fissidens
dubius, Didymodon ridigulus and nice patches of
Anomodon viticulosus and Porella platyphylla.
The excursion was led by Jeff Duckett, and seven
other members were present for most of the day.
Prior to setting off from the car park it was agreed

Southeast group
meetings
that we would work our way along Juniper Bottom
before making our way up to the track which
leads to Juniper Top, returning via Juniper Top.
Despite a mixed forecast the weather was pleasant
and there was no rain. We started off by examining
the trackside banks close to the car park. Jeff soon
found some very small acrocarps amongst which
was a good candidate for Didymodon acuta. This
was later conﬁrmed, although both Dicranella varia
and very small Didymodon fallax were also present
in samples taken. Fruiting Microbryum rectum
was also found, and small fragments of Entodon
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concinnus were present in the short grass on the
calcareous banks.
As we moved onwards and slightly upwards,
the deeper grass to the left provided interest
with Rhytidiadelphus triquetrus and Hylocomium
splendens growing together, and also Pleurozium
schreberi, the latter indicating patches of acid soil
amongst the calcareous grassland. As we moved
further along the pathway, the slopes on either
side became steeper. This section towards the top
of Juniper Bottom is always damp and the microclimate formed is very conducive to the growth
of epiphytes. It reminded both Jeff and the author
of the epiphytic woodland found in parts of New
Zealand. Of particular note was the extensive epiphytic coverage of hawthorn (Cratagus monogyna)
with Zygodon species and the ultimate branches of
an old crab apple (Malus sylvestris) festooned with
bryophytes.
Epiphytic liverworts included Metzgeria furcata,
and the less common M. fruticulosa and M. temperata, together with Lejeunea cavifolia, Microlejeunea
ulicina and Radula complanata which appears to be
increasing in Surrey. Mosses were well represented
with Cryphaea heteromalla occurring occasionally,
Zygodon viridissimus and Z. conoideus being common, along with fruiting Orthotrichum afﬁne and O.
diaphanum (but surprisingly no other Orthotrichum
species), Ulota crispa and U. bruchii. Decaying wood
on sloping branches produced Lepidozea reptans,
Cephaloziella divaricata, Dicranum montanum and
D. tauricum, the latter quite common in this area.
Jeff found Bryum laeviﬁlum several times, showing
to perfection its ﬁlamentous axillary gemmae.
The understorey was interesting in this area and
some of the banks had lush growth of Plagiochila
asplenioides, mixed with Eurhynchium striatum
and superb fruiting Thamnobryum alopecurum.
Fissidens gracilifolius and Seligeria calycina were
found on loose pieces of chalk.
We had our lunch, sitting on a fallen tree, by the
cross track above Juniper Bottom, enjoying the sun
which had cleared the earlier cloud.
After lunch, we took the cross track to Juniper
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Top, stopping along the way to look at Polytrichum
formosum, and Tetraphis pellucida and Orthodontium lineare on a decaying stump. Arriving at Juniper
Top, we enjoyed the views, before slowly making our
way downhill, ﬁnding Plagiomnium rostratum on soil
at the side of the path, Ditrichum gracile in the grass,
and Tortella inﬂexa on chalk pieces. The latter also
seems to be on the increase in Surrey. Porella arborisvitae, which had been refound by the author in 2006,
was not found, and the scrub clearance carried out
this year has probably eliminated it. However, Peter
Howarth was able to show us Hylocomium brevirostre on the edge of scrub on the eastern side of
the lower slope. He had found this healthy patch
some time previously and it was much admired.
We eventually arrived back at the car park having
spent a very pleasant day together. A smaller party
then made its way to the ‘Stepping Stones’ at Box
Hill to look for Hennediella macrophylla. Jeff soon
found a splendid patch very close to the stepping
stones themselves, which was enjoyed by all, and
we also found Leskea polycarpa, Eurhynchium
hians and Brachythecium rivulare.
This rounded off a splendid day with 91 species
recorded (14 liverworts and 77 mosses). Hylocomium brevirostre is the ﬁrst record for Surrey
since 1980, and Didymodon acutus is only the
second since 1977. We all expressed our thanks to
Jeff for a superb day in the ﬁeld.
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 Chobham Common SSSI, Surrey. Howard Wallis

Chobham Common SSSI (v.c. 17)
16 February 2008
Chobham Common is an area of extensive, open
land which supports dry and wet heath, bog, scrub
and woodland, forming one of the largest surviving
heathlands in the Thames Basin. It supports a
rich variety of characteristic heathland plants and
animals, many of which are rare or scarce. The
heathland has developed on the acid soils of the
tertiary and gravel deposits of the London basin
(mainly Bagshot Sands). A prominent central
ridge runs diagonally across the generally undulating terrain; in the north of the site lies another
ridge and two linear depressions where the ground
is waterlogged and valley bogs have developed.
The day’s excursion concentrated on the latter
area, north of the B386 around the Little and Long
Arm circuit. The Common is managed by the
Surrey Wildlife Trust, and the whole site is an
SSSI.
The site was explored by eight members, led by
the author, with three vice-county recorders and a
number of less experienced members. Some time
was spent initially in the ﬁeld next to the car park
looking at the common acid grassland species
before moving off into a short stretch of woodland.
Here a number of both common (Orthotrichum
afﬁne, O. diaphanum, Ulota bruchii and Frullania

dilatata), and more interesting (Microlejeunea
ulicina and Cryphaea heteromalla) epiphytes were
seen.
The side of the footpath we were following was
covered with fruiting Ceratodon purpureus, the
deep purplish red setae showing well. As the path
entered another stretch of woodland, we came to a
pond with Sphagnum denticulatum, Pellia epiphylla
and a very nice colony of Calliergon cordifolium
giving the new members the opportunity to compare
and contrast this species with the Calliergonella
cuspidata we had seen earlier.
The path now followed the low ridge known as
Little Arm, and dropping down on the north side
of the ridge we came to a patch of bog, one of the
main target areas of the day. Here we searched for
the small liverworts, uncommon in Surrey, which
can be found amongst the Sphagnum. After careful
searching at the base of the tussock grasses,
Calypogeia ﬁssa, C. muelleriana, Cephalozia
bicuspida, C. connivens, Kurzia pauciﬂora
and Odontoschisma sphagni were found and
demonstrated. The Sphagnum was generally not
in good condition, but we were able to identify S.
palustre, S. cuspidatum and S. tenellum, as well
as more S. denticulatum, especially in the pools.
Etiolated forms of both Hypnum jutlandicum and
Eurhynchium praelongum were demonstrated,
looking very different from the same species seem
earlier. An area of burnt ground was showing nice
colonies of both Marchantia polymorpha subsp.
polymorpha and subsp. ruderalis, as well as masses
of fruiting Funaria hygrometrica.
After lunch we followed the path southwards
towards another boggy area with a small stream
and a pond. A small sluice to one side of the
bridge had a nice colony of Scapania undulata,
another liverwort which is uncommon in Surrey.
Unfortunately, the leader was unable to ﬁnd the
area of bare peat where he had recorded Dicranella
cerviculata the year before. It must be assumed
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that this has been covered over by grasses and
sedge.
Turning westward, shortly after the bridge, we
made our way back across mainly dry heath, but
with the occasional boggy pool, to the car park.
Little new was found on the return leg, except for
Sphagnum compactum and common heath species, including Polytrichum juniperinum, P. piliferum
(much less common), Campylopus introﬂexus, C.
pyriformis var. pyriformis and Dicranum scoparium.

Southern
group
meeting

F

ive members enjoyed a very pleasant
autumn day on 13 October 2007
recording the bryophytes and lichens
in Roydon Woods, Brockenhurst (v.c.
11), a Hampshire and Isle of Wight
Wildlife Trust reserve, which includes Woodhouse
Copse and Bakers Copse where previously 122
bryophytes and 146 epiphytic lichens had been
recorded (Brewis et al., 1996). We concentrated
most of our activities to the riverine habitat along
the southern bank of the Lymington River in Bakers
Copse. Here the wood consists of oak, (Quercus
robur) ash, (Fraxinus excelsior), beech (Fagus
sylvatica) and alder (Alnus glutinosa), with an
understorey of hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna)
and hazel (Corylus avellana).
The meeting began with ﬁnding the fungus Stigmidium microspilum (new to the wood) parasitising
the lichen Graphis scripta on hazel, then re-ﬁnding a
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The rare Dicranum spurium, once found at this site,
was searched for, but in vain.
So ended a pleasant day with a total of 57 species
(17 liverworts and 40 mosses) recorded. Not a large
list, but certainly of interest for some of the smaller
liverworts that are not common in Surrey.
Howard Wallis
25 Langton Avenue, Ewell, Epsom, Surrey
KT17 1LD

27-year-old Francis Rose record, Porella cordeana,
growing silt-encrusted on the base of an old ash,
in all probability the same tree on which Francis
had ﬁrst discovered this exceedingly rare hepatic
(in lowland southern England); it still remains its
only locality in the vice-county. Alders alongside the
river had two small Orthotrichum species on their
lower trunks, above the water line: O. afﬁne and, in
the ﬂood zone, O. sprucei, this latter species new
to the wood and to the Lymington River catchment area. Leskea polycarpa and Homalia trichomanoides were also frequent on the lower trunks,
Orthotrichum tenellum was nearby on a ﬁeld maple
(Acer campestre), and Zygodon rupestre was found
on beech. Several streams leading down to the river
had good colonies of Hookeria lucens on the banks
and Fontinalis antipyretica in the stream.
Working our way upstream we came into an area
rich with lichens, including Chaenothecopsis nigra
on lignum inside a hollow alder (new to the wood),
and some ﬁne Porina coralloidea and Leptogium
teretiusculum on an old ash. An old beech had a
fruiting colony of Bacidea incompta in a wound
track ﬂowing from a knot hole and covering about
2.5 x 0.4 m. Here we came across a pleurocarpous
moss growing on an ash that puzzled all of us, with
strongly falcate, plicate leaves; it turned out to be a
form of Leucodon sciuroides. Dixon’s The Students
Handbook of British Mosses mentions a forma
falcata Boul. ‘with branches long and arcuate, and
the leaves decidedly falcato-secund’: this describes
the moss that we came across.
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