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Tortula modica
Pottia intermedia

Blunt-fruited Pottia

Identification

Similar species

Habitat

2 mm

1 mm

Pottiales

Photo Jonathan Sleath Drawings Jonathan Graham Text Mark Lawley

This moss looks like T. truncata (p. 000), but with capsules longer than wide and 

leaves with partly recurved margins. Shoots form patches or occur scattered, up to 

1.5 cm tall. Leaves are about 2–2.5 mm long. Capsules are common in winter and 

spring, longer (about 1–1.5 mm) than wide, and typically widest slightly below the 

rim. They are borne on setae 4–6 mm long and have pointed lids. The peristome is 

absent or rudimentary.

T. truncata (p. 000) has capsules not (or very little) longer than wide and a 

distinctively wide mouth, and its leaves have plane margins. T. lanceola (p. 000) is 

a smaller moss (shoots up to 5 mm tall) and has dark, red-brown capsules that are 

more obviously narrowed at the rim and with an obvious peristome. T. viridifolia 

(p. 000) is typically smaller (shoots up to 5 mm tall), with leaves wider relative to 

their length, a less tapering tip, and often a more longly excurrent nerve. Pottiopsis 

caespitosa (p. 000) is a smaller moss (about 1mm tall), with capsules hardly longer 

than wide. Pottia davalliana (p. 000) and P. starkeana (p. 000) are smaller mosses 

(shoots up to 3 mm tall), with leaves only about 1 mm long and capsules that have 

bluntly conical rather than longly pointed lids. Protobryum bryoides (p. 000) has a 

capsule that does not shed its lid, and usually shorter (2–5.5 mm long) setae, so that 

the capsules only just clear the leaves. Hennediella species (pp. 000–000) may look 

similar, but their leaves are toothed near the tip.

T. modica grows on disturbed soil in fields and gardens, on waste ground, banks, 

anthills and molehills, coastal slopes, in quarries, by tracks and paths, and on walls.  

It may also grow with Hennediella heimii on the upper reaches of saltmarshes.

Tortula viridifolia
Pottia crinita

Bristly Pottia

Identification

Similar species

Habitat

1 mm1 mm

Pottiales

Photo Jonathan Sleath Drawing Jonathan Graham Text Mark Lawley

Shoots form rather pale green tufts up to 5 mm tall. The upper leaves are about  

1.5 mm long (excluding the usually longly excurrent nerve), widest in the upper 

part of the leaf, and larger than leaves further down the shoot. The leaf margins 

are recurved, and the nerve is excurrent for up to about 1 mm beyond the leaf tip. 

Capsules are common in spring, widest below the rim, longer than wide (about 

1–1.5 mm long), with an obliquely pointed lid and no peristome.

T. modica (p. 000) is often bigger (shoots up to 1.5 cm tall), has narrower leaves 

relative to their length, with a more tapering tip, and often a more shortly excurrent 

nerve. The rare T. wilsonii (Smith, p. 358) has more strongly papillose cells than 

T. viridifolia, so its leaves look very opaque – plants with opaque leaves need to 

be checked microscopically. The capsule of T. lanceola (p. 000) has a peristome. 

T. canescens (p. 000) has a silvery excurrent nerve. The leaves of Pottiopsis caespitosa 

(p. 000) are broader relative to their width, and have a nerve that is only shortly 

excurrent.

T. viridifolia is a coastal species, frequent on shallow, unshaded soil on banks and 

cliffs, and in crevices of rocks.

Long, excurrent nerve

Capsule widest below rim

Recurved leaf margins
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Scapania irrigua
Heath Earwort

Less distinctive than some other British Scapania species, but still readily identified. 
S. irrigua is usually medium-sized (shoots 1.5–4 mm wide), and pale green or 
pigmented, with pointed front and back leaf lobes (less than 2 mm long) which are 
not too closely appressed to each other. Characteristically, the front lobe is parallel-
sided before narrowing rapidly to a base that does not run down onto the stem.  
The gemmae are green, but seldom prominent. 
S. undulata (p. 000) and S. nemorea (p. 000) are the other common Scapania 
species that grow in the damp habitats favoured by S. irrigua. Both tend to be larger 
and both have back leaf lobes that run down onto the stem. The brown gemmae 
of S. nemorea are immediately distinctive, whilst the 2 leaf lobes of S. undulata are 
usually tightly pressed together. The less common S. subalpina (p. 000) differs in 
its almost equally sized leaf lobes and also has back lobes that run down onto the 
stem. Small plants might be misidentified as S. scandica (p. 000) and its allies, but the 
gradually narrowing front lobes of that group of species are distinctive. S. paludicola 
(Paton, p. 368) has most of its leaves with a strongly arched keel. It is rare or 
overlooked in acidic mires, bogs and wet heaths at low altitude. S. paludosa (Paton, 
p. 376) also has a strongly arching keel, and is uncommon in flushes and on wet 
rocks in the mountains.

This is Britain’s third commonest Scapania. It most often grows on damp, gravelly 
ground, especially on flat ground by upland streams or on little-used forestry tracks, 
where it can be abundant, forming extensive carpets. Other typical habitats include 
damp soil in rush (Juncus) pasture, on quarry floors or on reservoir margins. More 
rarely it grows in upland flushes, usually as an atypically large form.
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Scapania nemorea
S. nemorosa
Grove Earwort

Much the commonest Scapania with brown gemmae, dense clusters of which 
are almost always visible on the tips of the leaf lobes. Both leaf lobes are broadly 
rounded, and usually edged with long, marginal teeth. The leaf margins run down 
onto the stem. Shoots are 1.5–5.5 mm wide, and may grow several centimetres  
long. Leaves may vary between 1 mm and a little more than 2 mm long.The only other relatively common Scapania with dark gemmae is S. umbrosa (p. 000), 
which has much narrower, pointed leaf lobes. Our other Scapania species with dark 
gemmae look very different from S. nemorea, for example S. cuspiduligera (p. 000) has 
roughly equal-sized leaf lobes, and S. paludicola (Paton, p. 368) has strongly arched 
keels, and are all rare. Plants of S. nemorea that lack gemmae differ from S. undulata 
(p. 000) in having a front lobe that runs down onto the stem, and from S. irrigua 
(p. 000) in the strongly toothed margins and bases that run down onto the stem.  
S. gracilis (p. 000) and S. degenii (p. 000) have neither lobe running down the stem, 
whilst S. aspera (p. 000) has the front lobe crossing the stem by a long way.S. nemorea is the second commonest British Scapania species, and grows in a wide 
range of humid, but never very wet habitats. Most typical are the tops of moss-
covered sandstone boulders in woodland or on open hillsides, small sandstone rocks 
embedded in the woodland floor, decaying logs that are covered in liverworts, and 
peat in heathland.
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FieldGuideUpdate

Almost there…

T
he final countdown to publication 
of the long-awaited BBS Field Guide 
has started. Although it may appear 
from the website that little has been 
happening recently, a huge amount 

of work has been going on in the background 
in preparation for the publication of the first 
edition in early 2010.
 Following a rigorous period of field-testing last 
winter by the contributors and a number of other 
experts – a team of around 50 people – Mark, 
Sam and myself have been working throughout 
the spring and summer to collate and implement 
many of the suggestions for revision of the 
texts to ensure that each species description is 
as comprehensive and scientifically accurate as 
possible. In addition, many new photographs 
and drawings have been supplied to complement 
the text.
 At the time of writing, contributors are check-
ing the final proofs of their species accounts, and 
the three of us are preparing for the final part of 
the process, adding the bells and whistles, such 
as a comprehensive index, cross-reference page  
numbers, scale bars for all illustrations, up-to-
date maps, etc. Our schedule is such that the 
final press files should be delivered to the printers 
before or very shortly after Christmas.
 Earlier this year we distributed a number 
of order forms, and published an advert in a 
number of UK-based wildlife publications. As 
members of the BBS, you should have received 
an order form in the last issue of Field Bryology.

To date, we have received over 1,100 pre-publi- 
cation orders for the book, exceeding our expect-
ations. Interestingly, only a small proportion of 
those orders have come from BBS members!
 So, if you haven’t yet ordered your copy or 
if you have mislaid your order form, please 
contact Mark Lawley (see below). Although the 
limited pre-publication offer of £19.95 ends on 
31 October 2009, the full price is only £24.95, 
which continues to represent unparalleled value  
for a peerless publication. More than 750 species  
are beautifully illustrated, with brief identifi-
cation notes about the remaining members of 
the British and Irish bryoflora.
 Following publication of the book, new PDFs 
of the published version of the species accounts, 
the field key and the Sphagnum key will be 
uploaded to the BBS website.
 The three of us have enjoyed collaborating on 
this major project over the last 3 years, and with 
the finishing line well and truly in our sights, 
we eagerly anticipate publication of the first 
edition. We hope that this book will not only be 
seen as an important addition to the bryologist’s 
bookshelf – and rucksack – but that it will stim- 
ulate interest among the wider community of 
naturalists and ecologists, spreading the word 
about the beauty and importance of bryophytes 
and helping to enhance conservation efforts.
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